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By Marx TOMKING. / 
WW E caſt out our Doctrine, almoſt as a Football isturn'd out among | 
Boys: in the Street; in ſome Congregations, tew underſtand it, but every - 
one cenſureth it. Few come as Learners or teachable Diſciples, but molt 
come to fit as Judges on their Teachers Words, and yet have not either 
the Skill, or yo Song por or the Diligence, which is neceſſary in a juſt 
157 to a rig] hteous Judgment : But as Words agree or 17 05 with 
* ot every Hearer, ſo are th judged ro be wiſe 
or FoglilD, ſound or unſound, true or falſe, fit or unfit— They heed- 
lefly leave out, or put in, or alter and miſrepreſent plain Words, and and 
with Confidence affirm thoſe things to be ſaid that never were ſai 


2 the contrary. Bearer, s Dying rol 6 Pratt, Vol. 3. p. 88 3. 
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18 well known to n | atk Abiſe ö 
El there was ſore Time ago about 4 
Sermon preached by me at Stoke- 
Newington. © Falſe Reports more 
"= ſpread abroad far and neat 
I ſhould have little regarded th 
if after all 1 cul have given Sitisfattion to l. 
People with whom I was concern d. | 
When that ould not be accom 14, a 
they refuſed to grant me what I thought 2 ve. 
reaſonable Requet, and the leaſt 15 could 
2 done for my own Vindication ; I inmedi- 
ately 41 up a Ry =o mo the whole Affair, 
in e to lay World: I per- 
ſwaded my 7 ee pt One would blame me 


for tat ing this Way to do Faſtice'to my ſelf 


when they 1 refuſed fo eaſy # Thing, as that wat 
which I deſired of them for my Vindication 6 
ph as that might. go | 


A Yup 
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hw me Canſiderati 3 
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| be content; entirely to 3 e it it, were I perſma- 
| 


3 


| N 57 ejudice of Chri- 
is tanity, or of the genera dee. t of Diſſenters ; 
3 * 7 et. Haw that oy I 7s Dj er to 
the World may be for the Service of Both. If 
there be no Objection upon other Accounts, 1 think 
I can have no Reaſon upon own Account 
| to * ind VI ux i INerr ahve 4 may by 
ſec ha) 72 am) * age of that 
Diſcourſe which gave ſo much Offence to the 
People at Newington, or of any Thing conſe- 
quent to it in my Proceeding, or in their Proceeding 
3 2571 zue 77 I {ball. not r in. my Reputation 

| mort than. 1 N bg Ls fag goy fol 
| | that 4 tre Reproſentatign 9. the Matter will 

| 


ſame H indication. e with —— eonſider- 
| eng Memon . wok br 5 
er Id that the. true -Staje. of the. Caſe s 
anderſtood by ven fem of theſe\who hade been for- 
| Ward enbugh top their Cenſure. And the 
People of Newington N ſeem now diſ- 
pPꝑſed to give a Lern dite rent Turn to the whole 
Px VOCECAIN; « RG 
* 115 ſamewber Oad, 5 on "the. one. Hurd 
| it. ſbould be made 4 Repraach to me, that I haue 
been turd 0 Huber People 4s an Heretick; 
| aher Hand, that this very People 
Kae now / give gut, (4e I am inform'd they. 
1 gerprali: 4 thyt chen did ot hinger me Preach-. 
ing; 1 might have conting 4 UA I mould, oa 
P £ that 
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2 yep mers 


Repreſentation is receiv d, the Other cannot. 


I were put away upon Account: of my not being 


Orthodox in the Dactrine of the Trinity, and of 


the Deity. of Chriſt, it wes. not then 4 volun- 


tary Act ef mine, merely to gratif) Humour, 
Pride 


only in 4 Pet; then others had 


of me, while they loo d upon me 45 ea far | 


my heretical. Notions. .. 
The former Repreſentation hath ge 
vaiPd; inſomuch that I have 1 6 great. ell 
culty ſince, mhen I deſir d . to be Aired. to 
Communion. as a Chriſtian. Aud this was made 
ane Objection, that the admitting we might be ins 
terpreted as a Determining in my Favour. 44 
ainſt the People of Newington. : Which plainly 
ams, it was then defer: that I was turn d 


Js the People for not Orthodoꝶ in the 
rine of the Trinity * 


ſince that they have had ſo great Authority 10 
Juſtify them in doing it: Fur certainly if I be not 
N fit to be receivꝰd as 4, Chriſtian, they. aid well 
to F me from being their Miniſter. 
Having mentioned the Difficulty I met "ah 
5 being receiued to. Communion; A 

been much talked f, I think my 141. If. bliced 
to give ſome. Account ” the Matter; the-rather, 


£ becauſe | 


merely out 9. Hamar and Paſſion, | 
* may 9 os ab mberes che. One ; 


and . Paſſion. I ſo be that they were 
Content. 1 ſhould. have Jigs) 15 1 7 # them 


| the more wonder 
that they ſhould now — e to avow. this, 


__ 


— — Ee” — — Ry 9" a _ 1 
— 1 
. ah. " 4 


from Pab 


yi The Preface. 
becauſe it hath been laid to my Charge, that 1 hat 


been the Author of 4 falſe Report concerning that 


Reverend Perſon, with mbom I had to do in this 
The C aſe in ſhort is this. Being diſengaged 
ick Service, I was willing to return to 
the Communion in which I had been many Tears 
go. Being ſenſible of the Reports that had been 
pread Abroad upon Account of our Breach at 
ewington, I thought it would be requiſite firſt 
to apply my ſelf to the worthy Paſtor : © And in 
order to give him Satisfaction, I left with him 
the Declaration I had offer'd to the People at 
„ one ine ; 


o 


About 4 Fortnight after he gave me this An. 
ſrer, That having conſulted with ſome Friends, 
after ſerious Conſideration, it was their Ad. 
vice and his, that I ſhould forbear for a Time 
coming to that Ordinance. ' © © 


— 7 475 ſuſpend for that Time; but before the 
the 


Return of the next Sacrament preſs'd that I might 
have from him a final Anſwer, whether he could 
receive me as 4 C iſtian or not ; that if he were 
not ſatisfy'd, I might make my Application ſome- 
where elſe. MWhen after this 1 waited upon 


him to know his Mind, the Concluſion was, Thar 


he judged it wonld be a Fault in me to 
joyn with him, and a Fault in him to admit 
Vypon this I made no Scruple to fay, when 
W e Occaſion to ſpeak of the Matter, That 
Mr. — had refus'd me Communion : (And 
n this 


_ 4. worthy Divine, it could not be expected that 


ever were the Diſgrag it might bring 


W * 7 
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The Preface. vi 
this was not to very many; 1 was far from going 
abogt making Outcries and Complaints againſi 
him.) It was afterwards ' ſaid, That Mr. 
had not given an abſolute Refuſal, and I was 
blamed as having been the Author of that Report. 
I know not that I had ever ud thoſe Terms; 


but had ſaid, That Mr. —— had refug'd me 


Communion, or, was not larisly'd, or, had given 
the : 


we his. final. Anſwer, or the like : But whether 
that Anſwer was not in reality an abſolute poſi- 
ive Refuſal, let any one Jo bo.) | 

Mien to the Reproac 5 being ſo long ex- 
cluded or ſuſpended from Chriſtian Communion, 
is added whe. Charge of raiſing Scandal 2 


* 


I ſbould be ſilent. 8 
I muſt own, the Treatment I have met with 
in this Affair hath born much harder apon me 
than the other. If a warm People, jealous for 
Orthodoxy in Points which they bad been taught 


f | 


10 look upon as the very Foundation of Religion, 


did not think fit to have me for their Miniſter, 
they might plead the Right they have to chuſe 
their own Miniſter ; and I, muſt bear it, whas- 
| on me in 
the Eyes of ſome bigotted People, whatever 
were the Inconveniencies I might ſuffer by it: But 


I had, na Reaſon: to eæpect that their Rejecting 


me as a Miniſter ſhould be fallowed with the 
being diſowned as a Chriſtian, by ane of the 
moſt noted Miniſters in the City. If I might 
not be allowed to preach, I might hope ſtill to 
o TTT 


vii THO Preflice 


dale in common” with" orher Chriſtiant of dhe 
Atnances of "the Goſpel. Hrre I think" Rij 
is on my Side, an that T'hitor 1 ft Claim *, 
Bit this hath hen hitherto demy d mt. This: i 
all IT think neeaful to ſay of this. Matter at} 


fut, being rendy to give 4 more fall 4 atticus 
0 y wy if there ſball be . ” 4 


Bat to * 4% the A 
after all, thoſe Gem 
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» the Glory of their Zeal for Or; bodo, 
had rather it 


ald be n doh 


Heat 5 wit out A 
"theirs that [boald leave then 5 k them take 
own MW. Ide here give 4 plain faithfal 
Aerbunt of the whole 2 ing,” 614 frei legve 
it to every one 1 Jud ge. | 

8 "Only one Thing is pretty. „Suren k. N o 
thoſe Gentlemen, "ho has 2 been, in 1 
Very particular Manner, rend) upon all Oran; 
to lay it apm 1 Reſolving to go from them, 
i the very Perſon. "who was in ſo much He ft 
for my Preaching a Farewel-Sermon inme- 
arately, without Tow dering ny” Farther of tht 
Matter - tl 


As this Aion war drawn 1 immediately After | 


the Concluſion of this «A (the der) next Week, 


while I had 800 thing freſh in n Memory), ani 
Minutes With I BT, a taken 5 rom” time to time 


: of whe bat . 1 can aver 5 Truth {, Al 
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The Preface. ix 


that is here repreſented as Matter of Fact, how- 


ever any of them may have e Things, 
as 5 aging fa 40 t 


. a they have. I do affure th 
Reader there is no 20 Miſrepreſentution; and 
T may be prett | : 


. 


etty confident that there is 2 material 


Miſtake in this Narrative, or Omiſſion of” any 
Circumſtance that was of Moment. | 


* # 


If any, looking upon me as an Heretick, will 


6 
* 


of a good Conſcience too, I mirſt be can- 


judge that I have made ſhipwrack of Faith, 
an 


Nor ſhall I be concern d at it, if any ſhall think 
fit to oppoſe what I have maintain d in theſe Pa- 


pers; I mean with 47 ⁊7 to the Principles I would 


eſtabliſh. If I ſhall be ſet right in any Matter in 
which T have err d, I 2 count it my Gain. If 
this ſhould be done in an angry, or even abuſive, 


Manner ; I hope, thro Divine Aſſiſtance, which 


hath hitherto ſupported me, I ſhall not be much 
diſturbed at it. While I have Hope towards 
God, that there ſhall be a Reſurrection both 
of the Juſt and the Unjuſt, and therein do 
exerciſe myſelf to have a Conſcience void of 
Offence toward God and toward Men, Per- 


Jons may rail and cenſure as they pleaſe. 


The Appendix that follows the Narrative was 


| alſo drawn up preſently after I had finiſh'd the 


Narrative, and was then deſign'd to accompany it. 
As it is T offer it to the ſerious Conſideration of 
all true Chriſtians, and eſpecially of Diſſenters ; 
_ who are ſuch upon Principle, and know 
why they are fo. ; 
5-4 If 


E TI Peck. 
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Ne een rid 
en [hal rhink that in publiſhing his Account 
of un, 7 thing Thave wrote, I ve een Qccaſion 
to reflett upon Diſſenters,. I ſhall only ſay, If any 
e b TL 5 een \ v RE A 31 | 
are to be blamed, et them be blamed. Paul 
made no Scruple to ſay of Peter, that he was zo be 
blamed, when he counter-atted his own Principles. 
Diſſeuters have thought it wery juſtifiable. to com- 
Plain of, the hard Treatment they have. ſometimes 
"met with, tho they were Proteſtant. Brethren who 
dealt hardly by them, Aad T think the Name of 
Proteſtant, ſuch, may 570 be as dear 10,945, and 
ſbould be as valuable, as th at of Diſſenter. But 
. this L, If Proteſtants. act not as Proteſtants, 
IO IVES oo v 8 Is 5 N Nea 
.*f D. enters act not 45 Diſſenters; if the one 
or the other (to uſe the Word. of Paul when he 
reproved Peter). walk not aright, and accord- 
ing to the Truth of the Goſpel, Jef them be 
blamed: It becomes every. ven Chriſtian to with- 
Stand them, er of RIS eee 1 
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Me. Mar, iu Tomkins: 


Ero 1 preſent the Readet 
with the Diſcourſe itſelf, which 
gave ſo great Offence, it will 
be proper in the firſt Place to 
| acquaint him with the Occaſion 
i it, It was this. i 
Mr. Afty * and IT having made an- Ex- 
change oe one Lord's-Day, June 29. (as we. 
had ſometimes us'd to. er he re xdp 57 


* 


nd 


— é 
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| 1 
I ſuppoſe Mr. Aſty will not be an that I men- 

jon him by Name upon this Occaſion, for 1 make no 

Weſtion but he accounts it a commendable Zeal in him, 

to awaken People every where to a Senle of their Dange 

from theſe Pernicious E:70rs, which are (as I was inform” A 

he aid 2 his e like 4 r valki arknels 
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in his Sermon at Newington, to alarm the 


People with the Danger of Pernicious Er- 
rors and damnable Hereſies creeping in among 
us ; and particularly refer d to Errors about 
the Doctrine of Chriſt's Deity. That my In- 
formation, in the general, was true, namely, 
that he ſpoke of damnable Hereſies; and ap- 


ply'd thoſe Texts, 2 Pet. ii. 1. Julle ver. 4. 


or at leaſt one of them, to the new Doctrines 
about the Deity of Chriſt, that were now, 
as he apprehended, ' ſectetly ſpreading, he 
himſelf afterwards acknowledged to me. 
I made uſe of the Phraſe, alarming the Peo- 
ple; in the following Sermon, as what I 
thought proper upon this Occaſion ; being 
perſwaded that many of the Hearers had no 


Apprehenlton of this Danger before. Some 


of them have ſaid as much to me. And one 
who hath been offended with my expreſſing 
myſelf in that manner, had himſelf told me, 


before I preached this Sermon, that Mr. At 


was very warm upon theſe Points, and ask'd 
me, whether I had not had ſome Account of his 
I muſt do Mr, . 4ffy this Juſtice, - to ac- 


quaint others, that he aſſured me had no 


particular View to me, or Suſpicion of me, 
when he brought down that Sermon among 
others to Nemington. As he had an Appre- 


12 
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N henſion 


; + I take it that he meant among the Diſſenters in ge- 
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Mr. Maxrix Tomkins. I 3 8 


henſion of the Danger of theſe Errors, and 


of the ſpreading of them at this Time, he 


thought it might be ſeaſonable to preach 
ſuch a Sermon any where. This was the Ac- 
count Mr. A/ of his own Accord gave to 
me, nor did I trouble myſelf ro preſs the 
Enquiry any farther ; but a Gentleman who 
put the Matter more cloſe to him, hath 
fince informed me, that Mr. 4½ could not 
deny, but he had ſome Intimation of a Su- 
ſpicion of me, before he made Choice of that 
Sermon from among many others that he 
had with him. Whether it were ſo or not, 
he himſelf beſt knows. It matters not to 
me. I can truly ſay, That which led me 
to deliver what I did in Oppoſition to him, 
was not a private Reſentment, from an Ap- 

prehenſion of any Prejudice to myſelf, or to 
my Character among the People, from that 
Diſcourſe of his. It was purely the Senſe I 
had of the miſchievous Tendency of ſuch uncha 

ritable Cenſures. of 
As I was verily perſwaded in my own 
Mind, that a Perſon might diſſent from the 
common receiv'd Notions in that Point of 
Chriſtian Doctrine, and yet not be guilty af 
damnable Hereſy ; and could not but look up- 
on it as a Matter of great Importance to 
the Peace of Chriſtians, that they do not 
take upon them to paſs Cenſure upon thoſe 
who differ from them, any farther than they 
have plain Warrant from the Word of God ; 
1 


a a. 
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1 did think it incumbent upon me to, warn 

our People againſt being too forward in. their 
Cenſures 41 n 8 Oe = al fri 1 
I had intimated as. much before hand to 
one, who-hath ſince, heen very much diſpleas d 
with what I have done. When he was ta- 
king Notice to me how warm Mr. Afty had 
been, I ſaid, I Was forry Mr. Aſt ſhout 
trouble our People about theſe Matters, and 
that he ſbould teach them what, I ſhould 
think myſelf obliged to unteach them. 
It may not be amiſs to acquaint the 
Reader, that at that very Time, when Mr. 
Aſty came and. preached againſt theſe dam: 
nable Herefies, L had ſeen ſomewhat of. rhe 
diſmal Effe(ts of ſuch, miſtaken Notions about 
Hereſies and damnable Doctrines, ina Caſe, in 
which I was nearly concerned. To this I refer 
in thax Letter hich. I ſent to. tlie Gentlemen of 
the Copgregation, which you have afterwards, 
I take Notice of it here, as that which may 
in ſome Meaſure excuſe the Heat and Paſſh- 

on, as. ſome have called it, with which, I op- 
poſed, ſuch Cenſures, | arts 

I. do own, it was under a. very deep. Im- 
preſſion of the terrible Conſequences ſuch, 
Prejudices might have, both with reſpect to, 
private Chriſtians. in, their own Minds, and. 
. with reſpect to; the publick Peace of, the 
Church, that I drew up. that Diſcourſe : But 
Whatever there were of Heat and Paſſion, I 


can, affirm rhar it was not. againſt, Mr. 27 


Mr. Mx TIN Tomkins. 1 
I never had a Thought chat he preach'd dis 
Sermon out of any particular Perſonal Prejuz 
j giee againſt; me, but really believ'd that Ire 
did it from a Zeal for what he apprehended 
to be Truth neceſſary to Salvation. Tho Tam 
erſwaded in my own Mind, that this Zeal of 
Fe in theſe Matters is a miftaken Zeal,” I do 
nevertheleſs reſpect him as A Chtiſtian, and as 
a Miniſter,” Whatever therefore thiere' was of 
Paſſion in my Oppoſition; ir was againſt rhe 
Printiples he would eſtabliſh, not againſt his 
Perſon. The Senſe I had of the il} Conſe- 
quence of theſe, let «me to chis aredleſs, un- 
warrantable, raſh, imprudent. Giving Offence, as 
it hath been calld : How fat it deferves to 
be ſo calld, I am content to ſubmit to the 
Judgment of ſuch as may read this Account. 
I do now faithfully tranſcribe that Part 
of my Sermon which was ſaid to give ſuch 
2 "Offence, and preſent it to the View of the 
World without any Alteration”; exceÞting 
* only here and there in ſome Grammatica 
Miſtakes which might flip me in the firſt 
Writing, or ſo far as might be needful to 
make the Senſe more eaſy and intelligible. 
There are alſo one or two Sentences which 
were not wrote down, in which I can un- 
* Yertake only for the Senſe deliver'd, not for 
the very Words. | 9 
What I ſaid upon theſe Matters, was only 
towards the latter End of a Diſcourſe upon 
the Subject of Chriſt's Power to ſettle the 
By : Terms 
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16 be CA D 
Terms of Salvation; which I treated of as 
one Inſtance of Chriſts Kingly Power: Of 
which I had been preaching before. 
Ihe Text on which, 1 grounded my. Diſ> 
courſe was, „C ! 


John xx. 21, 22, 23. Then ſaid Jeſus to 
them again, Peace be unto jou; as the Father 
hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I jou. And when ble 
had ſaid this he breathed on them, and ſaith unto © 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſe ſoever | 
Sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; and 
whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain, they are retained. _ 


Thoſe Words, Whoſe ſoever Sins, 8c. I un- 
derſtood to mean no more than this, That 
in publiſhing to the World the Doctrine of 
Salvation, they ſhould thereby aſcertain to 
Men, whoſe Sins ſhould be forgiven, and 
whoſe Sins ſhould be retained. Or thus, 
That here Chriſt aſſures theſe his Diſciples * 
and Apoltles, that the Judgement of God con- 
cerning Men ſhould be according to the Rales 
laid down by them, agreeable to the In- 
ſtructions they ſhould receive from Chriſt, | 
and by Virtue of that Commiſſion he had 
given them. ( 
Taking the Words in this Senſe I laid 
down the following Propoſitions. Ml 

1. That it belongs to Chriſt to ſettle the 
Terms of Salvation, 7. e. to fix or determine 
what ſhall be neceſſary, or requir'd of Men, 


in 
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in order to their obtaining Forgireneſs of 
Sins and Eternal Life. Ina 7 7101 48 | 
2. That he gave Commiſſion to his Apo- 


files to declare theſe" Terms of Salvation to 


the World, to let Men know what they muſt 
do to be ſaved; and. to aſſure tllem, that 
uponitheir refuſing to comply with Nhat was 
propos d by theſe Apoſtles; in the: Name of 
Chtiſt, they ſhould come under Condemna- 
tion. 129 
3. That -theſe Apoſtles did faithfully exe- 
cute their Commiſſion, i making known to 
Men all that Chriſt had made neceſſary (whe- 
ther of things to be Believ'd, or of things to 
be Done) in order to Salvation. Ty 

4. That what the Apoſtles have declared 
by Commiſſion from Chriſt; as to the Way 
of our obtaining Forgiveneſs of Sins, Accep- 
tance with God, and. Eternal Life, is to be 
found in theWritings of the New Teſtament, 
and there only). ele 
After ſome Practical Reflections, I made 
this Inference from what had been ſaid. * 
That no Man on Earth, nor Body of Men; 
no, nor all the Angels in Heaven, have Pow- 
er to make any Thing neceſſary to Salvation, but 
what Chriſt hath made ſo; and it concerns 
us to becautious how we do preſume to make 
any thing to be ſo ; whether as an Article of 


CE 
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N. B. From this Place forward, Itranſcribe the whole, 
verbatim, | | | 


C Faith 


— — 


rm ne II reno. — wo We. — — — — —— — PIR 


— — — ——Ü— — — —U—ꝓ oe WS —ñ— — — —— — 
* 


2 ; 


9 + TH 3 | by . 
18 De Cas of R 


Fut (pronouneing any Doctrine, or Opinion 


contrary to it, n as Teeſe 
ſuch as are not convinc'd of it, 'Enemys to 
Chriſt) unleſs we have plain Warrant for it 
from the Word of God. In ſhort, That we 
do not take upon our Selves to make any thi 
neceffary to Salvation, which we do not 
8 Chriſt and his Apoſtles have declar'd to 
0. + 
This is a Matter that I do propoſe to you, 


* 
- 
; 


andi inſiſt on as a Point of great Conſequente, 
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* To make Articles of Faith, is, by the learned Stil- 
7 prov id utterly unwarrantable. He ſays; That 
the Pretence of the Romaniſts of a Power in the Church; 
to define Matters of Faith, is preſumptuous, and arro- 
gant; being the higheſt Degree of Lording it over the 
CRE World. Cal. Def. of Nonconf. Part 2d. In- 
tr 15. Fr | ; 
9 NR all doubt Chriſtianity would have. flou- 
riſh'd in the World exceedingly, had things been ſuf- 
fer'd to continue as our Lord and his Apoſtles left them: 
And could Men but have been contented with the Sa- 
cred Scripture, as the Rule of their Faith, and Worſhip, 
and Diſcipline. But alas, it was not long before they, 
who profefs'd to be the Followers of Chriſt, entertain'd 
a Fancy, that they could improve his Settlement, by Al- 
terations, Additions, and Amendments. They were for 
coining neu Articles of Faith, under pretence- of Ex- 
plaining hit Doctrine; for adding ritual Obſervances, in 
order to the greater Grnament of his Worſhip; and for 
framing Canons, and Eccleſiaſtical Regulaticn3, in things 
unneceſſary, under Pretence of promoting the Peace of 


the Church. bid. p. 4. 
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how light ſoever ſome may make of it, and 
how forward ſoever they may be, in their 
Zeal for what they apprehend; to be Goſpel- 
Truth, to, pronounce Sentence upon Men 
„ naeg .:. 


- | £1 


"Tis not the Trath of the Thing, were that 


k# 4% 


requir'd in the Goſpel, while theſe Conſe- 
uences are diſomned by them who hold thoſe 
pinions. And truly, if this latter were a 
a juſtifyable Way of Proceeding againſt Chri- 
ſtians ; I know not but every Sect and Party 
of Chriſtians, by a Train of Conſequences and 
Deductions, drawn from the Principles of 
thoſe that differ from them, according to 
their Apprehenſions, * might prove all o- 
thers to be Hereticks, or Deiſts, or Atheiſts, 
and the ſeveral Partys be ever damning one 
another. 

Thus the Arminian ſhould damn every Cal- 
viniſt ; becauſe, according to his Apprehen- 
ſion, the Calviniſt Principle doth, in effect, 
make God the Author of Sin: On the other 
hand, the Calviniſt ſhould damn the Arminian, 


A 
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* The Apprehenſions of thoſe who draw the Con- 
ſequences; not of them who hold the Principles. 
C2 becauſe 
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becauſe im his judgment (I mean the Calvi. 
miſty he Arminian takes away the Soveraign- 
ty of God, and ſo in effect denys him to be 
God. We might purſue this in other In- 
{ances ; but what Work would This make a- 
mong Chriſtians: * \ N 


But this is a ſhort Rule, and the only ſure 


Rule; what Chriſt hath made neceſſary, and 
declar'd to be ſo, that we may pronounce to 
beſo; and that only; if any one ſhall go be- 
yond this Rule, and proceed without this 
Warrant, in paſſing Sentence upon Men and 
their DoCtrines; he plainly aſſumes to him- 
ſelf the Authority of Chriſt; takes upon him 
that which is His ſole Prerogative, and doth, 


in effect, preſcribe to Him, whom He ' ſhall 


receive or reje& ; he doth Injury to his Chri- 
8 Brother, excluding him, as far as in 


im lies, from all the bleſſed Priviledges of a 
Chriſtian, witholding from him that Love 


and Affection which may be due to him as a 


Fellow member of Chrift, and cenſuring him 


as an Enemy of God, and a Child of the De- 


vil: And many are the ſad Conſequences this 
will naturally have in the Church of Chriſt. 
"Tis this makes difference in Opinions ſo miſ- 
chievqus, when that Streſs is laid upon them; 
otherwiſe we might ſtill live as Chriſtians, 


notwithſtanding the different A pprehenſions 


we might have of what Chriſt hath taught. 
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Mr. Mazrin Tomkins. 27 
© Give me leave to recite to you a Paſſage of 
the excellent Mr. Chillingworth, who hath 


- deferved fo well of the Proteſtant Cauſe. 


© © This preſumptuous Impoſing of the Sen- 
© ſes of Men upon the Words of God, the 
c ſpecial Senſes of Men upon the general 
© Words of God, and laying them upon Men's 
* Conſciences, under the equal Penalty of 
© Death and Damnation; this vain Conceit, 
© that we can ſpeak of the Things of God, 
© better than in the Words of Gd; this De- 
« ifying our own Interpretations, and forcing 
© them upon Others; this reſtraining the 
Word of God from that Latitude and Ge- 
c 3 and the Underſtandings of Men 
© from that Liberty, wherein Chriſt and his 
© Apoſtles left them; is, and hath been, the 
© only Fountain of all the Schiſms in the 
© Church, and is that which makes them im. 
© mortal; 'the common Incendiary of Chri- 
© {tendom, and that which tears in Pieces, not 
© the Coat, but the Bowels and Members of 
© Chriſt, Ridente Turcd, nec dolente JTudeo,'' 
_ Having laid down this Principle, that no- 
thing is neceſſary to Salvation, nor can be made 
ſo by any Power on Earth, but what Chriſt 
hath made ſo; no Article of Faith, a Funda- 
mental Article; no Doctrine, or Opinion, a 
Damnable Hereſy, but what the Scripture 
declares to be ſo: I ſhall upon this Occaſion 
particularly conſider that Dorine,about which 
I hear you have lately been alarm'd, and ſpeak 
freely my Mind about it. ' "Theres 
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There are ſome who cannot approve of, or 
ſubſcribe to, What is generally receiv'd as the 
Orthodox Doctrine of the Trinity; in plain 


9 


ſame Subſtance, the ſame individual Being with the 
Father; or in all reſpects d 
The main Enquiry 


perly a diſtinct Intelligent Being, derived from 
the Father, and ſubordinate to the Father. 
Upon this they have been reproach'd as i- 


Auf; a Name that hath been odious for many 


Ages among Chriſtians; tho? many diſclaim 
the Name, and think themſelves injur'd by 
their Adverfaries, when they fix it upon 
them. But ſo ſome are pleas'd to call it, The 
Arian Hereſy: And if it be ſo, that this Arian 
Dactrine is now creeping in among us, as you 
have been told; I think it very proper, and 
ſeaſonable, to warn you againſt being zoo raſh 
in your Cenſure, as you have been warned of 
the Danger of the Error. I do by no means 
diſapprove of any Man's pleading, for whathe 
apprehends to be Truth; eſpecially to - be 
Truth of Importance: But this I ſay, it con- 
cerns every Man to take care how he makes 
that a zeceſſary Article, which the Scripture 
hath not made ſo. 

inculcated, and have once, I remember, ven- 
tur'd to declare my ſelf, with reſpect to this 
particular Point of Doctrine; becauſe | was 


appre- 


Words, That the Sor. and the. Holz-Ghoſt are the © 


| . At he 75. : 
| | h been: concerning the 
Son; whom theſe Perſons conceive to be pro- 


This general Principle I have frequently 
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| | apprehenſive. of the Conſequence, 


4 1 ſhall re e - — 
0 my Reaſons, why I do not "A 

4 Tbs Doctrine of the Trinity, or of the 
Deity of Chriſt, according to What is gene- 
rally reckon d to be the Orthodox Notion, & 
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and am 
now more and more convinꝰ d of the Peng 


there is of Inſiſting upon it. 
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[3 Which I take to be, among Diſſenters, the Anſwer 

in the Aﬀembly's Catechiſm ; { There are three Perſons int 

the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy-Ghoſt 

and theſe Three are One God, the ſame in Subſtance, e ad 

in Power and Glory | among Church-men, the firſt Article 
of the Church ngland, with the Explication that is 

z given of this Doctrine in the Athanaſian Creed. 

I + They muſt aſſent, and conſent to St. Athan. Creed, 

| - Which "Creed is this Expreſſion ; Which Faith, exce 

| one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt 


-þ Palperi everlaſtingly. This to our Fathers ſeem'd very 
a 


. tho* they approv'd of the Creed in general, as 
3 heartily as their Brethren, and eſteem'd it an excellent 
explication of the Doctrine of the Trinity; yet could 
they not look upon themſelves ſo far called to judge 
other Men, as to conclude all certainly damn'd for ever, 
that are not ſo well skill'd in that Myſtery, as not to be- 
| lieve every Word there Written. 
Withal, ſome of the ejected Miniſters, as well as many 


of thoſe who conform'd, confidering the Goodneſs of 


God, Cc. were of fo large, and extenſive a Charity, as 
to apprehend, that whoſoever walk'd ſincerely up to his 
Light, with a general Repentance of his unſeen Errors, 


Vas in a State of Acceptance with God, by virtue of the 


Covenant made with fallen Adam and Noah, &c. Now 
uc 
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i dbſerve then in the fiſt? Place; Where 
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Chriſt is ptopos?di as the Object of Faith, 
(whether in his own Declarations concerning 
himſelf, or in tlie Apoſtles Preaching Chriſt 
to Jem and Gentiles, in order to bringſthem 
to believe x gap openly 91 this I 
concerning him; Ihhat he it the very God, the 
ſame Being with! the Father, Bend Pay 5 
who ſent. him; This, I ſay, I don't find inſiſted. 
an, or any mention of it upon ſuch Occaſion; 
nor ſo much as any Hint that might lead Men 
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ſuch. thought it anreaſonable to be forced to renounce ſo 
much Candor as this amounted to, till they ſaw more 
Reaſon alledg'd than they could meet with on the behalf 
of this Principle; that whoſoever did not punctually believe 
the Athanaſian Creed, muſt undoubtedly periſh, 
This Exception ( againſt the damuatory Clauſes ) it is 

well known, they very generally made, and laid Streſs 
upon, — The Diſſenting Miniſters about the City, in a 
Body, gave in their ſenſe of the Articles when they Sub- 
ſcrib'd them, and among the reſt, of this Eighth Arti- 
cle; in the Gloſs upon which, the damnatory Clauſes of 
this Creed are expreſsly excluded the Subſcription. — 
There was ſomething of the ſame nature done in ſe- 
veral Parts of the Country. Abridgment of Baxt. Life. 
as KE. 11 0 

King Milliam's Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, (as Dr. Ni- 
chols gives account) agreed, that Athanaſius's Creed, 
being diſlik d by many, becauſe of the Damnatory Clauſe, 
ſhould be left to the Miniſter's choice to ule it, or change 
it for the Apoſtles Creed. — ibid. p. 451. 
. . When he compares this Matter | the Athanafian Creed] 
with that great and eſſential Point, Faith in Chriſt, I 
cannot concur with him. ; 

0! Cal. Def. of Nonconf. Part 2d. p. 268. 
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Mr. Max TIN TOMRINS. 25; 
to conceive thus of him; much leſs, that this 
ſhould be inſiſted on as Neceſſary to be be- 
liey'd.. | 3 
Let us take John Baptiſt's Account of Him, 
when he firſt made Chriſt known to the Jews; 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the Sins of the World. Read a farther. Ac- 
count he gives of this bleſſed Perſon, Jo. iii. 
31. He that cometh from above, is above all: he 
that is of the Earth, is earthly, and ſpeaketh of the 
Earth : He that cometh from Heaven is above all ; 
And what be hath ſeen and heard, that he teſtiſieth, 
and no Man receiveth his Teſtimony. He whom 
God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the Words of God: for 
God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto him. 
The faber loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand. 5 
See what Chriſt declares concerning himſelf 
to the Fews , when he requires them to re- 
ceive him, and to believe on him. ; 

They indeed docharge him, once and again, 
with making bimſelf equal with God, or making 
himſelf God: But doth Chriſt own that he 
gave them any juſt Occaſion for ſuch Charge 
(if they indeed meant it in a ſtri& proper Senſe, 
which may be queſtion*d*)? Read hisAnſwers. 

98 —_ 
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* I do rather think, that it cannot well be ſuppos'd, 
that they meant to charge him with aſſuming to himſelf 
to be the very Ged who they worſhipped ; but only, that 
he aſſum'd to himſelf thoſe Things which were the Pre- 

rogatives 


26 The Cask of 
rogatives of God, or pretended to act as God, or to ſhare 
with him in his Glory and Power; e. g. When he ſaid, 
T give to them eternal Life, and none ſhall pluck them out of 
hand; — none ſhall be able to pluck them out of my 
ather's hand; I and my Father are One: Hereupon they 
ſay, Thou being a Man, makeſt thy ſelf God; i. e. pre- 
tendeſt to that Power which belongs to God. Thus 
they charge him with Blaſphemy, when he ſaid to the 
Man ſick of the Palſy, Thy Sins be forgiven thee : Not 
that they did ay og take it) that hereby he him- 
ſelf -pretended to be God ; but that he took upon himſelf 

to do that which they thought belong'd to God only. 
\.. Accordingly we find, he convinces them that the Son 
of Man had Power, or Authority on Earth to forgive 
ins ; and then they glorify God, who had given ſuch 
Power unto Men. Mat. ix. beg. In the other Paſſage here 
refer d to, (Fo. v. 18.) it is generally ſuppos'd, that = 
found their Charge of his making himſelf equal with Ged, 
upon his calling God his own proper Father; and thence 
ſome would infer, that it was the common Sentiment of 
the Jews, (at leaſt at that Time) that the Title of the 
Son of: Gad, in that peculiar Senſe in which it did belong 


to the Meſſias, did imply 9 with the Father: But 
we need clearer Evidence of this, than a malicious invi- 


dious Turn of Chriſt's Enemies, to make him odious to 
the People. Indeed to me it rather appears, that this 
very Charge of calling God id Hartes, was an Infer- 
ence they drew from what he had ſaid before; for we 
don t find that he himſelf, in talking with the Ferrs, ever 
us d that Expreflion ; | Temp ichs] but becauſe he had 
faid my Father | where obſerve it is only TTanjp ww ] wor- 
keth hitherto, and Iwork, they accuſe him of calling God 
his Father in ſuch exalted Senſe as none other ever did 
pretend to; even ſo, as to aſſume to himſelf to be a 
Partner with God in his Works ; and this they repreſent 
as making himſelf equal with God. This I take to be the 
natural Account of this Charge or Accuſation : And if 
ſo, here is not the leaſt Foundation for concluding, that 


the Jews, when they call'd the Meſſias the Sou of God, 
| un- 
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underſtood that Title to intend an Equality with the Fa- 
ther, Elſewhere, we find they had ſuch Notion of the 
Son of God, as to ſuppoſe that Character conſiſtent with 
Truſt in God, and Dependence upon him: They ſay, he 
truſted in God, let him deliver him now if he will have 
him; for he ſaid I am the Son of God. Mat. xx vii. 43. In- 
* deed they call'd it Blaſphemy, when he own'd himſelf 
to be the Sn of the Bleſſed : But becauſe they call it Bla{- 
phemy to pretend to the Character of the Chriſt, the 
Son of God ; it doth by no means follow, that they con- 
ceiv'd the Meſſias to be himſelf the Bleſſed One, or to be 
Equal to God who was his Father. The Charge of 
Blaſphemy was of large extent, and apply d to any ſort 
© of {peaking evil about Sacred and Religious Matters. 
Thus Stephen was accus'd of ſpeaking Blaſphemous 
Words againſt the holy Place, (the Temple) and the 
Law: For, ſay they, we have heard him ſay, that Jeſus 
of Nazareth 775 deſtroy this Place, and ſball change the 
Cuſtoms which Moſes delivered us. And when he ſaid, 
Behold, I fee the Heavens open, and the Son of Man 
ſtanding on the Right hand of God; they cried out with 
a loud Voice, and ſtopped their Ears, and ran upon him 
with one accord, and caſt him out of the City, and 
ſtoned him; doing execution upon him as a Blaſphe- 
mer. | 
There is one thing more I would take notice of, 
with reference to the Matter we have been conſidering ; 
(and it is what to me appears decilive) if this were th 
common receiv'd Notion among the Jews, that the Meſ- 
ſias was ſo the Son of God, as to be the ſame Being, or to 
be equal to the Father ; how was it poſſible that all their 
learned Doctors ſhould be ſo puzl'd with that Queſtion, 
If Chriſt be David's Son, heu then doth he call him Lord? 
v Bul. Judic. Eccleſ. p. 71. i 
But whatever might be the Notions of the Fews, or 
their Inferences, it is enough to my purpole, that it doth 
not appear that Chriſt declared thus concerning himſelf 
or deſignꝰd to give them ſuch Notions of him. 
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What others ma ſee in thoſe Anſwers I know 
not; but Iam {ſure I ſee nothing that implies 


fuch a Declaration; but he ſtill infiſts upon 
that which was the main Point he would con- 
vince them of in all his Diſputes with them 
viz. That he came from God, and was fully 
authorized by him. Yo. v. 19. Then anſwered 
Teſus and face unto them, Verily, verily, I ſay 
unto Jou, Son can do nothing of himſelf, but 


what he ſeeth the Father do: For what Things ſo- 
ever he doth, theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe. For 


the Father loveth the Son, and ſheweth him all 
things that himſelf doth, ec. Jo. x. 34. Je- 
us anſwered them, Is it not written in your Lam, 
t ſaid, ye are Gods? If he called them Gods unto 
whom the Word of God came, — ſay ye of him 
whom the Father hath ſanitify'd, and ſent into the 
World, thou blaſphemeſt, becauſe I ſaid, I am the 
Son of God? 

But if you would know what he would 
have them to believe concerning him, look 
into Fo. v. 43. I am come in my Father's Name, 
and ye receive me not. And Chap. vi. 29, Cc. 
This is the Work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom God hath ſent. My Father giveth you 


the true Bread from Heaven; for the Bread of God 


is he which-cometh from Maven, and giveth Life 
anto the World — I am the Bread of Life. 
Some have been willing to underſtand that 


Declaration of Chriſt, Jo. viii. 24. If ye believe 


Not 
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2 not that I am He, ye ſbull die in your Sins, both 
as aſſerting | his ſelf-exiffent' Deity, and "as 
making it »ereſſary to be believ'd. They ob- 

ſerve, that in the Original it is only I nm; 
and becaufe that was the Title or Name gf. 
ven to God, they would conclude, that Chriſt 
here ſpeaks of himſelf, as being the God whoſe 


Name is 1 AM. This, I muſt confeſs, ap. 
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ars to me very weak; and were it not that 
find fome have inſiſted upon it, I ſhould not 


have thought it worth the mentioning, Sure- 
lvy it is a very different thing, to ſay, except ye 
believe that I am; and to ſay, except ye believe 
thut 1 an He whoſe Names I AM. But what 
could any ſuppoſe to be the Meaning of that 
Expreffion, but plainly this; I am He that 1 
have — my ſel in fa or, oy whom 
you are expecting. Jeſus ſaid unto them, extep, 
a N believe that I = 1 They ſaid unto 15, 
who art thou? Jeſus ſaith unto them, even the 
ame that J * unto jou from the beginning, i. e. 
the Chri 

have two other Inſtances of Chriſt's ufing this 
- Expreſſion, where it manifeſtly intends no 
more than this. The one is to the Woman 
of Samaria. 'She ſaith unto him, I know that 
Meſſias cometh ; when he is come, he will tell us all 
things. Jeſus ſaith to her, I that ſpeak unto thee 
am He, Theother is to his Diſciples, Jo. xiii. 
19. Nom I tell you before it come, that when it is 
come to paſs, ye may believe that I am He. But 
We have, I think, a clear Interpretation of 


whom you are expecting. We 


this 
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this Manner of Expreſſion, in comparing 


Lake xxi. 8. and Mark xiii. 6. with Mat. xxiv. 
5 In the latter it is ſaid, Many ſball come in my 
Name, ſaying I am Chriſt, In Mark and Late it 
is thus expreſs'd, nam ſhall come —— ſaying 
% ww What is that? Undoubtedly the 
fame with what Mar. ſays, I am the Chriſt. | 
But not to enter into more Particulars, ſee + 
the Concluſion of John's Goſpel ; obſerve what 
is declar'd to be the end and deſign of it: Theſe _ 
things are written, that ye might believe, that Jeſus © 
is the Chriſt the Son of God. 4 
Proceed we to the Preaching of the Apoſtles, 
after that the Holy Ghoſt was poured out up- 
on them: How did they preach. Chriſt? Read 
Peter's firſt Sermon in the 24 Chap. of Ads. 
Te Men of Iſrael hear theſe Words, Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, a Man approved of God among Jou, by 
Miracles, and Wonders, and Signs, which God 
did by him in the midſt of you, as ye your ſelves 
alſo know. Him, being deliver d by the determi- 
nate Counſel, and Fore-knowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked Hands have Crucified and 
ſlain David being a Prophet, and know- 
5 that God had ſworn with an Oath to him, that 


of the fruit of his Loins, according to the Heſb, 

e would raiſe up Chriſt to fit upon his Throne; he © 
ſeeing this before, ſpake of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, that his Soul was not left in Hell — This 
Jeſus hath" God raiſed up; therefore being by the 
| Right- Hund of God exalted, and having received 
of the Father the Promiſe of the Holy , 7 3 
b 
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2 hath ſhed forth this which ye nom ſee and hear 
© therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, 
© that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have 
+Cracify'd, both Lord and Chriſt. SITE 
Read his Diſcourſe to Cornelius, the firſt of the 
© Gentiles, to whomt he Goſpel was preach'd, A#s 
x. 36. &c. The Word which God ſent unto the 
© Children of Iſrael, preaching Peace by Jeſas Chriſt 
© (he is Lord of all) that Word ye know —— How 
God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy 
© Ghoſt and with Power, who went about doing good, 
7 for God was with him —— Him they ſlew 
„ and hanged on a Tree; Him God raiſed up the 
third Day — He commanded us to. preach unto 
1 the People, and to 7 that it is he which was 
. _ ordained by God to be the Judge of Quick. and 
Dead. To him give all the Prophets witneſs, that, 
y © through his Name, whoſoever believeth in him, 
4 ball receive remiſſion of Sins. } 

„ Read Paul's Diſcourſe with the Jews, Chap. 
- Xii. 23. Gc. Of David's Seed hath God, ac- 

e cording to his Promiſe, raiſed unto Iſrael a Savi- 
d our, Jeſus. — Men and Brethren, — to you is 

- the Word of this Salvation ſent, For they that 

it dwell at Jeruſalem, --- becauſe they knew him not, 

b, nor jet the Voices of the Prophets they have 

he fulfilled them in condemning him —— But God 
of raiſed hins from the dead And we declare unto 

's you glad Tidings; how that the Promiſe, which 
was made unto the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the 
ſame unto us their Children, in that he hath raiſed 
+ up Jeſus again, as it is alſo written in the ad - 
1 Thou 
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Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee —— © 


Be it known unto you therefore, Men and Brethren, 
that through this Man is preached unto you the For- 


77 0 of Sins; and by him, all that believe, are 


rom all things, xc. 
I might refer you likewiſe to the Account 
the Apoſtles give of the Chriſtian Faith in their 
Epiſtles. God hath ſet forth Jeſus Chriſt to be a 
Propitiation through Faith in his Blood. To 4s 
ſhall Righteouſneſs 5 imputed alſo, if me believe in 
God, who raiſed up Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, from 
the dead, who was delivered for our | Offences, and 
raiſed again for our Juſtification, If thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy Mouth, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
believe with thine Heart, that God raiſed him from 
the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved : Peter ſpeaking of 
the Lamb of God, Who was in theſe laſt times 


(ſays he) manifeſted for you who by him do believe 
in God, who raiſed him from the dead, and. gave 3 
ein 


him Glory, that your Faith and Hope might 
God. „se, 4 53D $2: 43x 
Jahn in his Epiſtle, Who is à har, but he that 
denteth that Jeſus is the Chriſt £ Whoſoever be- 


 tieweth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God. 


This is the Record, that God hath given to us eter- 
nal 7 and this life is in his Son. Theſe things 
have I written to you who believe on the Name of 
the Son of God, that ye may knom that ye. have 
eternal Life, and that ye may believe on the Name 
of the Son of God. 


Is it not ſtrange, that This, which is no, 
made ſo neceſſary 4 Point to be believ'd, con- 
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ſſp lietſe Mention made of it, when the Apo 


Mr. Martin ToMxINs. 33 


cerning Jeſus Chriſt, "ſhould be ſo overlock'd, 


ft prehch Chriſt! to Men? Would one not 


rather expect to have met with it every were, 


With it, in very expreſs Terms; if this had 
deen neceſſary to be believ'd, as the Fund- 
mental Article of the Chriſtian Faith: But how 
is that expreſ&d ? Baptiſing them in the Name of 
| the Father,” ind of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
But what! Is it faid there, that theſe: Three 


” 


upon every ſuch Occaſion, and that! in the 


- moſt plain expreſs Terme that” could be; eſpe- 
- cially ſince it is confeſſedly an Article, ſo much 


ought, or Imagination of Men. 
ta 


"be faid perhaps, however, this is 


It wi 


: contain*d in the very Form ef Baptiſm; I know 


F fk Streſs hath been laid upon that; and tru- 


y "there one might have expected to have met 


are the One Gol? Or that you ſhall believe theſe 


W 


# 2 
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25 
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ng 
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Three to be the one God? Not a Word of this. 


Whatever Conſequence any may think is 


to be drawn from Baptiſing into the Name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, conjunctly, 
this is not expreſs d: And they who receiv'd 
this Baptiſm, could underſtand by it, »o more, 
than an Acknowledgment of God, 

ſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Ghoſt, according 
to what they had hear'd of theſe Perſons in 
the Preaching of the Apoſtles; and according 
to the Apprehenſions they had from thence 


and of Je- 


receivd concerning them: And as we have 
ſeen how they preach'd- Chriſt, viz.” as One 
ſent from God; ſo in Perſons being Baptiſed 
; E in 


24 4 „l '$ N. wY — 


ene no more can he e 
ir owning God and Jeſus Chrith whom; 
God had ſent, according to A 


what! the 
learnt from. the Apoſtles. 01.6. ee 
This may farther appear from a ſecond t 
I. would offer to your Conſideration, wit 
EL 
: Faith in upon which Per. 
ſans were received into the Chriſtian: Church. 
Do we find in theſe: any explicit Acknow- - 
ledgwent of this Doctrine 2 This one would 
expect, if it were ſo eſſential a Peint. But 
ſke;! what is Peter's Confeſſion for which he is 
rr f 


Syn bf: the livi Again, when the A 
ſtles 8 their 7 5 of ad- 
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"Is. Doſtbly, aller Chriſts Reſurrection, 4 
and Aſcenſion, this might be required. Well, 
let us look into the As of the Apoſtles. The : 
Jews, upon believing what Peter kad declar'd 
to them, concerning, Chriſt, in that firſt Ser- 
mon of his, Chap, ii. (of which before) were f 


baptiſed for the Remiſſion of Sins. When the 
Eunach deſires to be Baptiſed; If thos believe, 
ſays Philip, with all Frm bears, thou mayeſt ? 
He anſwers, I believe that Jejus N is the Son 


7 G oa, ; 
Not 3 


"- 
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Not One Tyftarice that I could ever yet find 
in Scripture, where in order to their bein 
teceived to Baptiſm, it was requit'd of any 
that they ſhould profeſs themſelves to believe; 
that Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, was himſelf 
the Very God, of the ſame Subſtauce, or equal 20 
the Father. © If the Apoſtles receiv'd them as 
Chriſtians without this, I know not by what 
Authority any Men, ſince their Time, can 
demand it. | 05 A 38:1 esd Lnge 
But ſome have ſaid, without this we v 
not believe in him, truſt in him, as a Saviour. 
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f Is it ſo indeed] impoſſible that any ſhould em- 


e tet Met CI- 


brace Chriſt as Saviour, without believi 
thus concerning him? Strange that the Apo- 

3 pe ſhould be ſo Neplizert in ſaying nothing a1 
bout this, when they propoſed Chriſt as a Ba. 
| viour? Nothing of this, which is it ſeems, 
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Bt 3% 20.20% „l 161379 mods Ou 
here is a Liberty to whichiChriſtians have really 
* ſuch a ielu, as that it can neither be invaded, nor be- 
© tray'd, Without conſiderable Guilt. Of this Liberty, f 
look upon this as no ſmall Part; that all profefling Chri- 
» © ſtians have a Right to all Goſpel Ordinances, upon the 
* naked Terms cn which Chriſt hath left them to Man- 
* kind, in what Part ſoever of the World their Lot is 
* calt. They have a Right to all Divine Inſtitutions, 
vithout any Human Additions. Now if any by Impo- 
* litions (in things unneceſlary) incumber that tal 
nion with divers Clogs, which every Chriſtian hath' 2 
Right to, without ſuch Continements, they violate this 
Bo =: bo, SR ne 
Tos: Cal. Def. of Nonconf. Part 24, Introd. p. 20 
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the ſole Foundation of a. Dependance upon 


him. Th: Cz tODUTQ_ CELOTIHV SUN. fr 
But how can any Man pretend to aſſert 
this? Is 4t not Ground ſufficient for my re- 
ceiving him as a Prophet; that he was ſo 
own'd of God, as the Apoſtles declare? and 
don't they put my Faith upon this Foundation? 
Yea, and He he himſelf too? Is there not e- 
nough to induce me to receive him as a Prieſt, 
when I believe that he was called of God, in 
which the Apoſtle lays the Foundation of the 
Validity of his Acting, ( Heb. v. 4, 5.) when 
be himſelf tells me, that this Commandment he 
had received of the Father, that he ſhould lay down 
bis Life and that the Father was well 
pleaſed-with him for doing this ; and God hath 
teſtified this in raiſing him from the Dead? 
Cannot I believe that He is able to keep all 
that commit themſelves to him, and to give 
unto them eternal Life, when he hath told 
me, that al! Power in Heaven, and in Earth, is 
given to him; and we are aſſur'd that God hath 
exalted him by his own Right Hana, to be a Prince 


and a Saviour ? * 
ITN Should 
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Chriſt is a Saviour to us in the Exerciſe of theſe 
Three Offices, of a Prophet, of a Prieſt, and of a King: 
Our Faith in him as Saviour, hath reſpe& to him, un- 
der One or Other of theſe Conſiderations: And it is 
plain, from.the whole Tenor of Scripture, that he is in- 
veſted in theſe Offices, by the Power and Authority of the 
Father. Conſequently our Faith in him, as Savionr, _ 
4 Ultr- 
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Should I tell a Man, that notwithſtanding 


ſeveral Offices. The Conſideration of his Per./qn may: YN 
Ol U 
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9 
Fo 
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© all this, be doch not, he cannot tiuſt in him ; lie 
; 7 75 think this ſomewhat provoking, when 


4 doth receive hini as an All-ſuſfis 

I cient Savidupd e! ne : e bfu 
rr eem 
b ultimately depend upon this, the Aſſurance we. have. 
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his being conſtituted of God 'a Prophet, Prielt, an 

© King, it wefe eaſy to ſhew how the Scripturs/doth'th- 
ſiſt on this and/prop6le it as the Ground of our Fajtwin 
him, and. of the regard we ſhould, pay to bim in thoſę 


* 


i; bundantly diſplay the Wiſdom of God in ap 
ſuch a One to theſe Offices, and recommend His Love 
to us, and ſerve alſo for the farther encouraging, and 
ſtrengthening our Faith in this Redeemer; and therefare 
it concerns us to be growing in the Knowledge of g 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: But to ſay, that ce. 
lieving what the Scripture ſo abundantly declares of H 
being ſent of Cod as 2 Prophet; of his being, led: of 
: God to be an High Prieſt; of his being exalted. by, Gd s 
© 'own Right-hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, is not a 
ſufficient Foundation for Truft in him, withour know- 
ing and: believing, that this . Perſon, whom God calls 
us to truſt in, is Ore equal to the [Father ; or without 
conſidering him as ſuch: This is in my Apprehenſion, 
to repreſent the Scripture, as putting our Faith upon, 
Foundation that is by no means fit to bear it; and at bk 
ſame time overlooking that x hichꝭ is the only Foundati- 
on upon which it can ſafely reſt: And tho* we ſhould 
ſuppoſe, that Chriſt would not really have been capable 
of accompliſhing what he doth in thoſe Offices, were 
he not God equal with the Father; it will by no means 
follow, that a Perſon cannot truſt in him, without know- 
ing and believing this. By the ſame way of Arguing, 
I might prove, that the Diſciples could not believe in 
_ Chriſt as their Saviour, (while Chriſt was here on Earth) 
becauſe he could not be a Saviour without ding for our 
ö Sint; but this, it appears, they had no Notion of. 
410]! But 
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_ him, to put 


Bur is it not Idolatiy to Worſhi 
ſuch Truſt in him, not owning him to be the 
very God ? I might ſay Here, as under 
the former Head; if indeed! it were ſo, one 
would think the Apoſtles ſhould have "been 


more careful to have prevented it, and not 


have recommended Chriſt as a Saviour, with- 
= exprefhin any thing of this, as the only 
roper Foundation of that Honour which they 
Yemand to be given to him. But Whatever 
there may be of Conſ ARS. in a Way of 
Arguing, from the Worſhip: that is allowed, 
or required to be given to him; methinks it 
is a pre ra) vs tty Fancy to charge a Man with Idola- 

r that, which he hath a plain Warrant, 
2 Command 


of God for. Is it not enough 


that God commands me to worſhip him; * 


{this Saviour Jefus Chrift ] or muſt J ſuſpend, 
till T have enquir'd, and am ſatisfy d, whether 
this Perſon be a fit Object of Worſhip ? 5 

But tis, methinks, the more unreaſonable 
to malte a Man ahich of Idolatry, in paying 
8 n ich he thinks the Serin 


_— OY 
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7 ' The Command of God is the Ground and Reaſon 
© of all religious Worſhip. The Angels are to worſhip the 
£ © Lord Chriſt the Mediator, and the Ground of their ſo 
0 © doing is God's Command: He faith, Worſpip him all 
10 Angels. 
a Owen on Heb. Chan. 1. V. 6. 1 Vol. p. 98. 
8 Had God bid me: pray to Angels, I would not have 
© refus'd-it," but have taken it for my Honor. 


oth 
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. goth require us to ive unto Chriſt, while, he 
zs notconvinc'd of his being Very God, in that 
the Scripeurodoth. » very ra rarely, or very ob- 
ſcurely, in any Place, give that as the Founda-. 
tian of the Worſhip to be given to Chriſt; 
. but places it upon another Feot, requiring 
Honcur and oa to be hed 5 to him, upon 
; 3 the account of Work, and of 

r i being exalted by ** Lahe The Father hath 
r 
1 


1 committed all 78 agment to the, Son, that all Men 

© ſbould honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. 

1 8 5 2 1. given es No above 

des ame, that at the 1Natne WS eV 

: 6 ; i * bow, —— and every Tongue Fes - 

that he is Led, to the Glory of God the Father. 

h Unto him that loved us, and waſbed us from our 

* Sins. in his omn Blood —— be and Domi- 

q, Lion. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive 
r Pomer, en 7; 

I ̃khere are ſome other T hings might men- 
'e tion, which do confirm me in this Apprehen- 
8 ſion; but the Matter hath already drawn me 

out to a Length beyond what I deſign'd; and 
T was willing to take into Conſideration, 
What might be thought Material to be ob- 
on jected. 
„ I thall only juſt take Notice, that the effetts 
iy Of living, ſaving Faith, are often ſpoken of, 
where there is, no Mention made of this as an 


Ingredient in it. 

Several Paſſages before mention'd, raight: 
7 cited for this Purpoſe. Tous alſo {ball Ri 5 
q nc / 7 


Feou 


4 e The CASE 

, ze irpurtd;" <p ve bilieve on hint = 
355 efts for on Tre "from the dead. If thog 

1 with t "the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, 


lee 2 22 Heart, that God rate 


205 lk the Dex, 3 be aved. In like 
_— it is ſid,  Whofoever believeth that J hs 
e Chriſt, is 17 00 0 "God: Wha vever 45 
od, b dercumeth the World: Who ts ke Ab 
When the World, but be that belt everh that 
V if the Son of Ga p 


And to this Effect are che Prbmiſes of Chriſt; f 
FE that cometh to me, will I in no w * caſt out; 


that cometh to him as Ore ſent of Go 


o. vi. 3 7. 
Er. He 7s able to ſave to the uttermoſt 1 that come 


ano God by him; who was man en for Jou, who 3 


by bim do believe in God. 

One thing more let me add; (for I would 
now ſpeak to this Matter, once for all, and 1 
deſire you would bear with me) upon many 
Occafions, where one would expect this Mat- 
ter ſhould be taken Notice of, were it of ſuch 
ute Neceſſity, I find no Care taken to 
vent a Miſtake about it; as particularly, 
Where God the Father is ſpoken of, as the 
One God. When Chriſt prays to his Father, 
as the on true God, and ſpeaks of himſelf, as 
being fent by him ; one would at leaſt have 
wYlh'd, that the Evangeliſt might have put 
iti His Caution, (tho? there was no need that 


2 I 1 
3 Fung 
Nee 


C riſt himſelf ſhould mention it in his Prayer) q 


that there Was no life Eternal, without knowing, 


char Chriſt himſelf was alſo the only trüe 
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Goc, as well as the Father : But ſo far from 
this, where do we find C bear with me for 
this once, for I would ſpeak freely to you! 
> where do we find, ſo much as Once, in the 
whole New Teſtament; that Father, Son and 
2 Spirit, are Spoken of together, as the One God. 
What we believe concerning this Doctrine, is 
J oaly by way of «Emap a ra and Deduction, 
or Inferences from the Comparing ſeveral 
at 1 Texts, not a plain poſitive expreſs Declaration 
. of it; which, we might expect, would have 
been as frequent, had it been the Foundation 
of Chriſtian Religion, as the Doctrine of our 
Redemption by Chriſt; it being confeſſedly 
as much Matter of pure Revelation, as that 
15. nh PTY. | | | | | 
And there is one Paſſage, that I can't but 
think is very remarkable. There is one God, 
yy aud one Mediator, between God and Man, the Man 
Y © Chriſt Jeſus. It is obſerveable, the Apoſtle is 
4; there ſpeaking of the Knowledge of the 
. ; Truth, to which God would have Men come, 
that they might be ſaved. He exhorts, that 
# Prayers, c. be made for all Men; for this 

- (lays he) is good and acceptable in the Sight of God 

our Saviour, who will have all Men tobe ſaved, 
and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth; for 
there is one God. — Who would not expect, 


A 
at = T9 


—_ ﬀ F * That Text, Jo. i. 5. Theſe Three are One, allowing 
it to be genuine, comes far thort of this. 
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that upon lach Occaſion, there ſhould be ſome 


Hint given, that there wias no /i ſovinsRpovladge, 
without believing -al{o;'thar this Jeſus, 


(the Man Chriſt Jeſus, whom he ſpeaks- = as 4 
the Mediator between. God and Man) was 


himſelf alfo, the fame One God. 
But I ſhall proceed no farther in Remarks 


upon the New 1 — T ſhal/- only add, 


that it is a Confirmation to me in this Perſwa⸗ 


ſion, that the Writers of the Primmive Church, 
do generally ſcem to have had a different 
Notion of the Son of God, from What is now 


commonly receivd among the Orthodox; as 
I think Dr. Whithy hath unanſwerably pro vd 


againſt the Attempts of Bp. Bull; to wreſt all 


the Antcnicene Fathers to that Notion. 
don't make this a Rule of m 5 Judgment, 
(nor doth he, as he hath expreſsly 
but I ſhould be very loath to make that a fun- 
damental Article of Chriſtian Religion; which, 
it appears, that almoſt all the Fathers of the 
Chriſtian Church, for three Hundred Years, 
were miſtaken in. 
There is another Remark he (Dr. Whithy) 


makes, which hath- its Weight, viz. That 
when this Matter came to be canvaſs'd with 


ſo much Heat, the Biſhops, and Presbyters, 
and People, almoſt every where, were great- 
ly divided, and many were utterly at a loſs. 


—— 
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Mr. MaxrTix Tomkins. 43 
p r e this ſhould be, if that, Which is 
now teckon'd the only Orthodox Doctrine, 
had been receiv'd every where in the Church 
from the A poſtles Days, and been acknow- 
7 ledg'd univerſally by Chriſtians, as a funda- 
mental Article of their Faith. Not to ob- 
S |= ſerve, that their 64:2:@.,, which they cano- 
niz'd as the Teſt of Orthodoxy, was receiv'd 
and underſtood by many in thoſe Times, in a 
- Senſe different from what is now inſiſted on; 
Which, I think, has been fully prov'd by learn- 
ed Men, © e eee, 
I have plainly told you, upon what Conſi- 
derations I am far from thinking the preſent 
receiv'd Notion of the Deity of Chriſt, and 
of the Trinity, as connected with it, a Fun- 
„ damental Article of Chriſtianity. Poſſibly I 
may be miſtaken after all; tho' I muſt own, 
upon my prefent Views of what hath been 
„ laid before you from Scripture, I ſhall think 
e _ it ſtrange if it be ſo: But this 1 will fay, 
„ neither Fathers, nor Councils, nor Reformers ; 
no, nor an Angel from Heaven ſhall induce 
] _ me topronounce it to be fo, 'till they make it 
t appear, that the Scripture hath declared it to 
h © beſo: I fay, 'till they make it appear to me, 
that the Scripture hath declar'd it to be fo: 
For he that affirms this, upon any other Bot- 
3, tom than that, makes a New Goſpel, which is 
not contain'd in the New Teſtament ; and I 
have ſufficient Warrant to reje& him, let him 
be who he will. 1101 | 


—— 
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I know not what you may think of my 
ſpeaking thus upon this Matter 3 J think Iam © 
not out of the way of my Duty; but have a 
juſt Call to it: And being thus perſmaded, 
hope you will not be offended, if I add, that 


4 


=» 


Iam not much concerned (I mean with re- 
ſpect to myſelf) what you may think of it. 
oY I pleaſe Men? then were I not the Servant f 
Vil. a 
Poſſibly, ſome may go and ſay, that I have 
been Preaching for the Arian Doftrine. . 
I do not ſay, the Son of God is a Creature; 
I dare not ſay it: But this I ſay, I will not pro- 
nounce any Doctrine, or Opinion, a damna- 
ble Hereſy, or any Perſon an Heretick; till 
it be made appear tome that the Scripturepro- 
nounces ſuch Doctrine Hereſy. Then I ſhall 
be as free to declare it as any other, ſo far as 
may be needful: But ci then, I dare not do 
it, leſt my Saviour, the great Judge of all, 
{ſhould ſay to me, Who art thou that judgeſt a- 
nother's Servant ? Who art thou that takeſt 
upon thee to exclude from my Favour, one 
whom I receive, 0 and concerning whom it 
may be he may ſay) One who hath been a 
more faithful Servant, than thou thy ſelf haſt 
been? i 
Whatever you may think, with reference 
to this particular Point; I do recommend it to 
yorras a Matter of great Importance, and do 
charge it upon your Conſcience, that you pre- 
ſume not to denounce any Man a Herztick for 
5 55 
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any Opinion he may embrace, without good 
n Warrant from the Word of God. I charge it 
a upon your Conſcience, as you will anſwer” it 


ts the great Lord of All, for Vſarping' upon + 
it his Prerogative, and as you will anſwer: for 
the Conſequences of ſuch raſh Cenſures in the 


t. Church here. * 
of l hall but juſt touch upon one Thing more, 
as an Inference from this Doctrine, of Chriſt's 

e having the ſole Power of ſettling the Terms 
þ of Salvation 3 One who hath been ſincere in 

e; _ ſearching into the Mind of Chriſt, as reveal'd 

in the New Teſtament, may be eaſy and ſa- 

a- tisfy'd, Let Men cenſure as they pleaſe, and 

ill * denounce their Anathemas; he may ſay as 

o- Paul, With me it is a ſmall thing tobe 3 of 

all Man's Judgment. If they call it Hereſy, he 

as may fay, in that way which you call Hereſy, ſo 
lo © worſhip I God. 

Il, Thoſe who pronounce us Hereticks, and 
1 Schiſmaticks, will ſay God hath given us up 
to a Reprobate Mind, &c. But if we have the 

ne Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, we need 

it not value their Cenſures; nor need we fear 
the Iſſue: Chriſt hath ſaid, I am the Light of 

Wis : the World, he that followeth me ſhall not walk in 
1 Darkneſs, but ſhall ſee the Light of Life. 

ce | 
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The End of the Sermon. 
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Hint Ri fr: nol going) vas 
"HIS was the Sermon that gave ſuch 
Diſguſt, and made ſuch Noiſe. Some 
perhaps will think deſervedly. He it fo; this 
Jam fatisfy'd of, many will find there was 


nothing of that in it, which had been confi. 


dently reported. I am ſure here is no de- 
claring for Arianiſin; nor indeed, any thing 
really inconſiſtent with believing the common 
Doctrine. That which hath the moſt Ap: 
pearance of this, is what was obſerv d, of the 
taking no Notice of Chriſt's being the ſame 
One God with the Father; in ſeveral Places, 
where I ſay one might have expected it, if 
this were a neceſſary Fundamental Doctrine. 
But let it be conſider'd, as to theſe, or any 
other Paſſages that may look that Way; it 
is a very different Thing, to infer from the 
utter Silence about this Matter, upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions, that it is hard to ſuppoſe the Belief of 
this to be zeceſſary to Salvation, and to infer, 
that it is not a (ruth. Theſe, 1 ſay, are very 
different: The Argument might be very 


ſtrong for the former; but of no force to con- 


clude the latter. There might be Intimations 
of the Doctrine in other Parts of the Scrip- 
ture, and yet no Notice taken of it in theſe 
Places; ſuppoſing this be not neceſſary to be 
known ; whereas we can't well conceive, that 
upon ſuch Occaſions it ſhould be ſo entirely 
overlook'd, if Men's Salvation depended up- 
on the Knowledge and Belief of it. . 

| t 
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It may be farther obferv*dp that I did no 
> deny the Arguments that were drawn. from 
ſome things, for the Truth of that Doctrine, 
= when 1 did diſallow thoſe things to be Prooſs 
of the Necefiry of believing it's as particular- 
y from the Tum of Bapriſmy ar from the 
Maſbip _—_— given to Chriſt. V. p. 3. 
A "IRENE mined £101 * @: 7 11 1) hs; J 
3 ?:The .utmolt that can be pretended, from 
aay thing deliver'd in this Diſcourſe, is, that 
it might give Occaſion to them that heard it 
to ſuſpett me. This they werde very forward 
todo; yea, and many to take it as detlarin 
Þ againſt the, Deiry of Ciuiſ (which was inde 


, 
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ö 
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the Report that was generally made of ity tho 
the only Thing, in which I did declare my down 
Sentiment, witch reſpect to the Doctrine it 
elt, was in thoſe: Words, I do nt fay the Son of 
Goll is a Crrature, I dare not ſay it. 
As tothe Arguments contain'd in the Diſ. 
+ courſe, and the Conſiderations there propos'd, 
in orden to evince the Point, I inſiſted on, it 
matters not what I judge of them. They 
are now left to the Judgment of every Reader. 
Some I know have thought them eak, Im- 
pertinent, and have call'd the whole Diſcourſe 
mere Declamation, Gc. I only ſay, that as 
thoſe Conſiderations were then of weight with 
me, ſo neither am I aſham'd to own that 
they are ſtill ſo. 5 | 
I proceed now to what was Conſequent uy- 
on Preaching this Sermon. a} jog 
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48 #1 The CA 8E of, XX 
Ih he ſame Evening a Friend (with whom I 
had been more free, than with any other 
Perſon of the Congrega tion, in diſcourſin 
about theſe Points) expreſs'd a great deal 
Uneaſineſs and Diſpleaſure at the Sermon. 
The next Day I hear'd that many were di- 
ſturb'd at it: And that worthy Friend, before 
mention'd, when I was with him the Wed. * 
neſday following, repreſented to me, that 
Many, almoſt every Body (theſe: were his 
Words) had been with him, making their 
Complaints, declaring that they could nat 
bear it, and that they were not willing to 
hear me any more: In ſo much, that he 
thought it adviſeable for me to withdraw for 
the next Lord s-day. I told him, that I had 
at firſt myſelf thought to have done ſo; but 
upon farther Conſideration, thought it more 
proper to ſtay. that next Day, in order to ſet 
them right who had miſtaken the Matter, 
and to Vindicate myſelf, as to what I had in- 
ſiſted on. This laſt Reſolution of mine he. 
approv'd of, and advis'd that I would do 
what I could to moderate the Matter : But, 
I remember, I then ſaid to him, if the People 
are ſo much offended, that they will not come 
tohear me, to what purpoſe ſhould I offer at 
any thing of this Nature. He ſaid, he be- 
liev'd, he could perſwade them to come. ; 
thought ic might be ſufficient for the Pur- 
poſe before mention'd, to Repreſent ' plainly 
to them, that the only thing I had aim'd 5 a 
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and endeavour'd in my former Diſcourſe, was, 
The Proving, that the Doctrine of Chriſt's 
= Deity, according to the Common receiv*d 
*Z Notion, was not a neceſſary Fundamental 
* Article of the Chriſtian Paith, ſoas that a Man 
” muſt be damn'd, who was not ſatisfy'd of it; 
and, that I had not ſaid any thing by way 
of Oppoſition to the Doctrine it felf. This 
I did, I think, very plainly demonſtrate at 
the beginning of the Sermon, on the follow- 
ing Lord's-day. I ſuppos'd, I might alſo be al- 
© low'd to ſay ſomewhat in Vindication of my 
2 elf, for inſiſting ſo directly on that Point. 


But in this latter Diſcourſe, (which I may 


call my Apology) I find I greatly fail'd their Ex- 
4 var Tt ive tg = ſome have ſaid, that I made 
the Matter worſe than before, and others, 
that inſtead of Moderating the Matter, I 
only repeated thoſe Things, in which I had 
2 + the Doctrine, and had given Of. 
fence. 


How juſtly, let the Reader judge; I only 


daeſire him to Obſerve, that the Particular 
Arguments, under which were introduced 
thoſe Things which I thought had given 
> greateſt Offence, were wholly omitted; and 
I repeated only what was ſaid at the Begin- 
ning, and at the Concluſion, which might 
make it Evident, what was tie Only Poinr 


I drove at. 
What I deliver'd upon that Occaſion, here 


follows. 
'G © The 


- 9 N 


Fhe laſt Lord day we ſhew'd you, that 
© it belong'd to Chriſt, as having all Power 
in Heaven and in Earth, to ſettlè the Terms 
Dof our Acceptance with God. "Theſe he 
Commiſſion'd his Apoſtles to declare to the 
World. This they did with all Paithfulneſs, 
© being fully inſtructed by him, and infalli- 
+ guided in the delivering thoſe Things 
* which belong to our Peace. They declar'd 
* theſe Things in their Preaching ; they have 
*'declar'd them in their Writings, There, 
© and there only, have we an Authentick 
* Account of the Things that are neceſſary 
© to Salvation. Nothing can be made ne- 
*:ceflary to Salvation, but what they have 
© declar'd to be ſo; and it is Preſumption in 
any Perſon, whatſoeyer, ro pronounce any 
* thing to be ſo, without good Warrant from 
© thence: It is plainly taking upon him to 
' © make a New Gofpel. 
Many of you, I perceive, have been 
greatly Offended with what I deliver'd the 
aſt Lords-day upon this Occaſion, I en- 
9 to Convince you of that, which 
I was fully perſwaded of in my own Mind, 
© 'viz. That the Deity of Chriſt, according 
tothe General receiv'd Notion of it, is not 
* Neceſſary fundamental Article of the 
© Chriſtian Faith. i. e. Not ſuch, as that a 
Man muſt believe it, or be damn'd. : 
Some, I hear, have miſtaken the Matter, 
© a$if I had been attempting to prove, N 5 3 
_—_ + 's the * 


5 


. 1 = \ 
— \ hs # 2, 4 . 

. "a p „ 8 x 0 

11 > a 3 9 8 — 12 * 2 q k * rag TA $a. 2 

N PIE] ARES IL : D 2 4 * 
5 | * a "we * x 3 > = % * ys 5 A” T4 > 
. n ee ö A 


* 


Rr 
ieee 3 


* 
ot 


WC 
7 
9 
| br 


1 

1 

* 

o * 

— ” 

"7 
\ 
__ 
BE 


- 


* bes 
: « 4 ts * 


Mr. MARTIN TouxINSs. 31 
« the Deity of Chriſt is not a Doctrine con- 
« tained in Scripture: Which, indeed I can- 
not but wonder at. The Subject I was up- 
on could give me no Occaſion to attempt tho 
© Confuting the Doctrine it ſelf; but did give 
« me a fair Opportunity of Declaring my 
Mind with reſpect to this Matter; whether 
© it be a Fundamental Article, [ in. the com- 
mon Acception of it] ſo as that a difler. 
© ent Opinion muſt be reckon'd damnable 
< Hereſy. IF; 

I had been ſhewing. that it belong'd to 


> © Chriſt to ſettle the Terms of our Acce 


< tance with God, and obtaining eternal Life; 


and that he had given Commiſſion to his 
* © Apoſtles. (at Supra One Inference I drew 
7 from thence, was, That no Man on Earth, 


© no, nor Body of Men; no, nor all the An- 
« gels in Heaven, have Power to make any 
„Thing neceſſary to Salvation, which Chriſt 
© hath not made ſo. Under this Head came 
© in, what I ſaid of that Matter, which 
hath given you ſo much Diſturbance: And 


it is thus introduc'd. | 


« Having laid down this Principle, tha 
« nothing is neceſſary to Salvation, nor can 
« be made ſo by any Power on Earth, but 
hat Chriſt hath made ſo: No Article of 
Faith a fundamental Article; no Doctrine, 
or Opinion, a Damnable Hereſy, but what 
the Scripture declares to be ſo; I ſhall up- 


CC on this Occaſion, particularly conſider that 


G 2 Doctrine 


Doqtrine, about which I hear you have late - 
ly been alarm'd, and ſpeak freely my Mind 
about it. Having given you ſome Account 
© of what is now ald Arian Hereſy,' I thus 
© proceed. * | W13ut6Ho) 
f it be fo, that this Aria» Doctrine is 
now creeping in among us, as you have 
been told; I think it very Proper, and Sea- 
ſonable, to warn you againft being too 
Raſh in your Cenſure, as you have been 
warned of the Danger of the Error. 1 do 
by no means diſapprove of any Mans 
pleading for what he apprehends to be 
Truth; eſpecially to be Truth of Impor- * 
tance. But this I fay, it concerns ever 
Man to take Care how he makes that a 
«neceſſary Article, which the Scripture hath = 
„ not made fo. 11 ' 8 
This General Prineiple I have frequently 
inculcated, and have Once, I remember, vel- 
« tur'd to declare myſelf with reſpect to this 
particular Point of Doctrine; becauſe 1 
Was apprehenſive of the Conſequence, and 
„ am now more and more convincd of the 
« Need there is of inſiſting upon it. 4 

I {hall therefore, with all Freedom, give 
you my Reaſons, why I do not apprehend * 
e the Doctrine of the Trinity, or of the Deity 7 
.& of Chriſt, according to what is generally 7 
& reckon'd the Orthodox Notion, to be a fun- 
& damental Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 4 


IRE EIS. 


Mr. MaRTIN Tomkins. $3 
his is what I ſaid at the Beginning, and 
el think it is as plain from all this, as Words can 
> + make it, what was the Point I was driving 
bat. Under every Particular I inſiſted on, 
there is ſome ſuch expreſſion as this, If this 
 R* were Neceſſary? If this were the Foundation of 
© Chriſtianity? or the like. In the Concluſion 
bol the Argument, I thus expreſs myſelf: 1 
„ haveplainlytold you upon what Conſidera- 
tions, I am far from thinking the preſent 
4 receivd Notion of the Deity of Chriſt, and 
of the Trinity, as connected with it, a 
„Fundamental Article of Chriſtianity. Poſſi- 
„ bly I may be miſtaken after all; but this I 
( will fay, neither Fathers, nor Councils, nor 
, = © Reformers; no, nor an Angel from Heaven, 
4 ſhall induce me to pronounce it to be fo, 
A ?rill they make it appear that the Scripture 
“ hathdeclard it to be fo.” © And after all, to 
prevent Miſtake, I put in this Caution; 
Some of you may go and ſay I have been 
[ 3 © Preaching for the Arian Doctrine; I do not 
( fay the Son of God is a Creature, I dare not 
( ſay it; but this ah I will not pronounce 
= © any Doctrine Hereſy (or any man an Here- 


: A tick)?rill ir be made appear to me, that the 

1 # *© Scripture pronounces ſuch Doctrine Hereſy ; 

[then !] ſhall be as free to declare it as an 

y 2 other; but till then I dare not do it, &c. 

5 After all this, I muſt fay, I cannot but 
Z © think it ſtrange, that any ſhould miſtake 

s the Drift of my Diſcourſe. I do aſſure you 
= what 


a | . r 
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<, what T have now recited, is faithfully tran- 


feribed from the Sermon it ſelf; and I 
thought it the more requiſite to be thus 
Large and Particular; becauſe I have been 
told, that the Hearers could ſcarce avoid 
underſtanding my Diſcourſe as a Deſign to 
Confute the Doctrine it ſelf. I muſt con- 
*-fefs, I can impute this Apprehenſion to 
nothing but the Concern Perſons are apt to 
have upon their Minds, when they hear 
that touch d upon, which they look upon as 
* a Matter of great Importance. | 
I mould think any Man might diſtinguiſh 
between theſe Two, The ſaying a: Dactrine is 
nat true ; and, The ſaying it is at a Doctrine 
rbich every Chriſtian is bound to know and be- 
lieve, under Penalty of Damnation: Or, be- 
£::rween, The Proving a Thing to be Falſe; and, 
The Proving that a Man may be ſad d without 
beim Convtuc'd that it is true. I think theſe 
ate as diſtant as any two Propoſitions in the 
World, except direct Contraries. 

By this Time, I hope you have a true 
Notion of the State of the Matter; and I 
muſt own, this was not a Matter that I had 
* ſuddenly: taken up; but what I had long 
been convinc'd of, and I thought it might 
abe of Uſe to give you my Reaſons for it. 
* But I know not how it is, many can be much 
more eaſy in hearing Opinions which they 
like not, pronounc'd Hereſies, than in 
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hearing any thing that might ſatisfy them, 
=p | that 


4 
= © know not why it may not be declared in any 
> © Chriſtian Congregation, that the Scripture 
2 © hath not made ſuch a Doctrine Hereſy, if in. 
© ©-deed it be True, that it hath not done ſo. 
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that the Scripture hath not declared them 
to be ſo. I hope I may without Offence, 
leave this to your own Reflections, and de- 
ſire you to conſider with your ſelves, which 
is moſt ſuitable to a truly Chriſtian Tem- 


But upon the State of the Caſe, as I have 


repreſented it to you, I would bring the 
Matter to this ſhort iſſue. Is it Trath or not? 
And if it be Truth, is it not ft to be ſpoten? T 
# 


am very well fatisfy'd as to both theſe. - I 


+ 


However, I thought I might uſe more 


4 Freedom with Joa, than perhaps I ſhould 
be willing to have done in another Place; I 


might think myſelf more eſpecially obliged 


4 


C, 10 it. | 
II others may take the Liberty to pro- 
nounce a Doctrine or Opinion Hereſy, and 


I eam perſwaded of the Contrary; ' why 
© ſhould not I alſo have the Liberty to declate 
my Mind, and to give you my Reaſons for 
* it? Of theſe you are to judge: And if any 
One ſhall convince me of the Weakneſs of 
* them, and prove to me from Scripture, that 
That particular Doctrine, according to the 
* common Explication, (Which we had re- 


2 © ſpe@ to in our former Diſcourſe) is a neceſ- 
2 © fary Article of Chriſtian Faith; as I told 
5 0 

; you 
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© you before that I ſhould be ready to declare 
© it to be ſo; ſo I do now aſſure you, I ſhall 7: 
© make no difficulty of a Recantation, wen 
© Tam ſatisfy'd in that Matter. 2 
A s to the general Principle, That we are 
not to make any thing Neceſſary, but what 
the Scripture hath made ſo; it is a Point of 
too great Conſequence to be given up to the 
© Humours of Men. * And I think, it isthen * 
* eſpecially our Duty to make Particular Ap- 7 
© plication of it, when there is moſt Danger 
© of Acting contary to it: And that is, when 
* there happen to be different Sentiments 
among Chriſtians, as to Points that have 
© been generally look'd upon to be of great 
Importance. The greater the Importance 
* of the Doctrine is 1 to be, the more 
Danger of running into this Extreme, and 
* then moſt need of Caution. So far is that 
from being a Reaſon, why it ſhould not be 
* apply'd to ſuch Inſtances; with me it is a 
* Reaſon why it ſbould. 4 
© This is what I then thought fit to ſay to 1 
the Matter. After this I proceeded to the 
Subject I had proposg'd to treat of, only pre- n 
miling theſe Words. I think I have no- 
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As long as ſuch a Model remains among us, as 
© makes more neceſſary to enter into the Church than is 
© requiſite to come within the Gates of Heaven, it muſt 
© be expected that Nonconformity will continue, 2 

| Abridgment of Baxt. L. p. 181. 3 
thing 
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c thing to deliver in this Diſcourſe, or in the 
Afterndon Sermon; but what will be a- 
greecable to your own Notions. This alſo 
gave ſome Offene. | | 
Ihe next Step towards this Rupture, was 
What I fajd at a Meeting of the Gentlemen 
that belong'd to the Congregation, the ſame 
Sms. 
= . muſt own, from the Time I had heard 
how mightily they were Diſguſted, I had lit- 
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on that Head: As I plainly perceiv'd that they 
were deſirous to know my Mind, as to that 
to Point, in my Simplicity, (ſome will call it 
he Folly) I frankly told them, that I was not 
re- now Satisfy*d with what I had deliver'd at 
that Time about the Article of the Trinity. 
This is what I ſpoke to them at that 
Meeting. | 

2s I perceive my late Diſcourſe hath given 


1s $8 
uſt you a great deal of Uneaſineſs. The Mat- 
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ter it ſelf inſiſted on, T do abide by. If 
there were any thing in the Manner of 
Ks « treating 
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treating it, that was juſt Cauſe of Offence, 7 
8 4 44-6 ay” 5 s 1 5 
Tam ſorry for it. I told you then, that! 

* thought I was in the way of my. Daty, and 
© then faid: © Being thus perſwaded, T hope Lmay. | 


add without Offence z I 4m not much Con- 
“ cernd (I mean with reſpect to myſelf) what 


cc you may think of it. This 1 find. hath 
© been particularly taken Notice of: But I 
* ſee nothing in that Expreſſion unbecoming 


© a Miniſter. * * 01 

It hath been ſuggeſted to me, that in my 
Confeſſion of Faith at my Ordination, I 
ſeem'd not to be of the Mind 1 now am. 
© T have review'd that Confeſſion, and find (as 
' indeed I was very Confident I ſhould find ) 


© that I did not there declare, That the Arti- 
cle of the Trinity, according to the Ortho- 
* dox Explication of it, is a neceſſary Funda- 
* mental Article of the Chriſtian Faith. 

Nor did Ioblige myſelf to make that Con- 
feſſion the Standard of my Belief for the 
time to come, What I then deliver'd was 
in Sincerity, according to the Apprehenſi- 
ons I then had; And ſo I expreſs'd myſelf 
in entring upon the particular Matters, I 
thought fit to take Notice of as Doctrines 
reveaPd in Scripture. Theſe are my Words, 
« Having profeſſed my Faith in this Divine Re- 
& welation, I proceed to give a ſummary Account 
« of the principal Truths, which according to the 
* Light I have attain*d, Ilelieve to be taught in 
* thoſe Sacred Records, But I never imagin'd, 
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ht with myſelf, (G od forbid Tever 

1 0 |: Fo Pugs, ſo) that whoſoever ſhould dif- 
© fer from me in any of thoſe Points, which 
I declar'd myfelf to believe, was in a Dam: 
nable Error: Nor indeed would this have 
been conſiſtent with what I do aſterwards 

' Declare. e. g.“ I believe that Chriſt gave Com- 
4 « miſſion to his Apoſtles to preach Him to the World 
1 44 as the only Saviour, and to declare unto Men, 
( that whoſoever would truly Repent of his Sins, 
and accept of Chriſt for his Lord and Saviour, 

« ſhould be ſaved by him. And again, I be. 
&« lieve that whoſoever doth come 10 God b him, is 
upon the Account, and for the Sake of what He 
„ hath done for Sinwers, pardoned, &c. 
© But, with Submiſſion, I think it is not 
very material, whether I have, or have not, 
contradicted any Point I then made Pro- 
feſſion of; The Bible is the Standard of my: 
Faith, L have no Other. _ 
© But 1 ſuppoſe the main Drift of bringing 
up that Confeſſion, was to know whether I 
* am ſtill of the ſame mind with reſpect to 
« that Article. . 
My Friends, I ſhall be free and open to 
you. I doown, were I now to make a Con- 
'4 gh, I ſhould not expreſs myſelf, as then I 
=* did: in plain Words, I am not ſatisly'd to 

0 ſubſcribe what I then deliver'd upon that 
+ Head: Neither would I condemy the gene- 
g. receiv'd, Doctrine: there is enough, to 
he taught and learned concerning God and 
, F H 2 Chriſt 
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4 Chriſt and the Way of Salvation by him 
without inſiſting on that particular Article &. 
That which remains now to be confider” 
* by you, is, whether you can be eaſy and fa- 
* tisty'd under my Miniſtry, according to the 


Apprehenſions you may now 'have of my 


* Doctrine, I do ſolemnly aſſure you, Iwould 


— 


ba wid " 


I mean the Explication of Trinity in Unity, which 
indeed is not a Scripture Phraſe : And many of the No- 
tions about it, 1 take to be mere Inventions of Men, 
who would be Wiſe above what is written, deſiring to 
be Teachers of Myſteries, underſtanding neither what 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. Vid: A. Bp. Tillot- 
ſors Cenſure of the e upon this Head, in his 
Sermon of the Unity of God. It cannot be deny'd 
© (ſays he) but that theſe Speculative, and very acute 
Men, who wrought a great part of their Divinity out 


1 
wh 
ö L 
4 4 
1 
* 
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© of their own Brains, as Spiders do Cubwebs out of 


© their own Bowels, have ſtarted a thouſand Subtleties 
© about this Myſtery, ſuch as no Chriſtian is bound to 
©. trouble his Head wirhal; much leſs is it neceſſary for 
© him to underſtand, and leaſt of all, is it neceflary to 
© believe them? —— It is enough to believe what God 
© ſays concerning theſe Matters; and if any Man will 
© venture to ſay more, every other Man ſurely is at his 
* own Liberty to believe as he ſees Reaſon. Vol. I. Folio 
572. 
* Initead of going farther into Explanations of that, 
© which is certainly very, far beyond all our Appehenti- 


© ons, and that 22 therefore to be let alone: I ſhall © 


conſider what Declarations are made in the Scripture 
© concerning this Point. - Burnet's Exp p. 83. 
As to the Dignity of Chrilt's Ferſon, I do own it to 


be of great Conſidei ation in the Chriſtian Religion. | 


Much is ſaid of it in d ipture: And I have often, upon 
C | v1 4 5 , | : 8. 8 axty = | 
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* ene 
on, as to my own acting in this Caſe; but 
that of Duty to my Lord and Saviour. And 
if I may not be allow'd to declare what 1 
think tobe Truth, and to be of Importance 
to the Honor of the Goſpel, and the N 
of Chriſtians; I don't know that Lam o- 
blig d to hold my Miniſtry upon ſuch Con- 


- 


© © TI now propoſe to you to Conſider, what 
you may apprehend to be for your own 
Spiritual Advantage, and for the Peace 
and Welfare of this little Society of Chri- 
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I purpoſe, God willing, to make an 2 
change next Lord s day. Lou may think of 
this Matter in the mean Time, and come 
to ſome Reſolution at a Meeting after the 
Sermon; of which Imay have ſome Account 
the beginning of the Week: And in the. 
mean time, I may alſo conſider, what is fit 
for me to do. And I pray God dire us, 
both you and me, to that which ſball be 
molt for his Glory, and for the Good and, 
e Oe ar 

While this Matter was left to their Conſi- 
deration, it was the private Advice of One, 
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1 I | 
be Cas of 


as a Friend, that I ſhould immediately quit 
Newington. To this I could by no means a- 
gre, 2s Thadleft the Matter to them ; it was, 

thought, proper (and, as may fay, but good 
Manners) for me to ftay for their Anſwer. I 
had no other Reaſon at that Time for leaving 
chem, but their being diſfſatisfy'd with me; 
if they were — , it was fit they ſhould 
let me know it. determin'd therefore to 
wait for their Anſwer: And upon farther 
Conſideration, inſtead of going off fo abrupt- 
ly, without ſtaying for an Anſwer, T thought 
it would be Needful to have a Teſtimonial 
from them; or Certificate of the Reaſon of 
their Diſſatisfaction, if they ſhould not be 
eaſy to continue under my Miniſtry. . 
This Propoſal, with the Reaſon of it, will 
be feen in the following Letter, which I ſent 
by Mr. Watts, (the Gentleman, with whom I 


Lodg'd) to be read to them at their Mee- 
Dea Friends, 

= Shs \ s : . 3 I _ 
©C\Ince I cannot meet you my ſelf upon 


13 © this melancholy Occation (fo it may 
be accounted, perhaps, by ſome of you, as 
6 well as by me) I beg leave in this Way, to 
lay ſome Matters before you. 


I do. afſure you, as I did before, that [ 


© haye, no other Concern as to the Iſſue of 
© This Affair, with feſpect to my ſelh, but that 
21 | wine 6 I 
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© 1 may diſcharge Na own; Conſcience, and 


ae As becomes a 


e 2 if ) 
As to the Dilgrace o put away, 


4 ©that will be according to the different“ 


Ap rehenſio s of Perſons, who will judge 
6 both of 1 . uy me; but this ought to be 
of le 1 with us, -any farther, than 


«as we ſh be 1 ee for the Hon- 


2 cour of the That the Diſgrace, in 


the O nion. g 855 Multicude;will fall upon 
1 this V. tter iſue in a Breach be- 
te tween, us 3 1 155 eaſil a foreſee. But I bleb * 
God, 1 can truly ſay, That doth little 
move me. Ae 
Neither would” I be influenced by any 
regard to worldly Profit or Advantage. . 
did not ſer out in the Miniſtry with, this ö 
View. Truly among Diſſenters, there s 
« ordinarily little Temptation to it. Ih 
God will by his Grace enable me to i] 


Content; I will truſt . Heavenly Fa- 


* 


ther. 


The main Thing that now lies upon 

my Mind, is, That I do not thruſt myſelf. 
out of the Miniſtry. Tis principally upon 

this Account that I do now give you this 

Trouble. | 
© Give me leave upon this Occaſion to open 
my ſelf a little to you. I have had from 
my Youth an honourable Eiteem of the 
Office, and had Early taken up a Reſoluti- 
on of Engaging i in it; but, I may own to 
e you 
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e you, that through the Senſe of my A. 
© Weakneſs, and Unfitneſs in many Reſpects 
for ſuch an Office, it hath been in great 
© Meaſure the Burden of my Life; ſo that 
IL have often "thought with my elf, might. 
I have a fair Diſcharge from my Lord, and. 
Muſter, I ſhould take it as a Favour. () 
| © Hitherto he hath” helped me: and ſome- 
| © :times\LThavecheckd thoſe Thoughts as an 
« unjuſtifiable repining at his Service and Diſ- | 
« truſt of his Promiſe. I am apprehenſive, 

that in all — omg: my leaving this Place 

upon ſuch Oecaſion, will be in the Conſe- 


— 
*« — _ * 


* 


q a) Ithath been Suggeſted to me by ſome Friends, that 
ſuch Confeſſion as this, might lead Perſons, to think, that 
I defigntdly took hoid of this Occaſion to get clear of the * 
Minittry;' and that ſome would ſuſpect, I had ſomewhat 
elſe in View that might be more Profitable to me. 
I am ſure I had no ſuch Deſign in Preaching that Ser- 


| mon. I did indeed expect that ſome of the Hearers would 
4 be angry; but did not imagine that it would have given 
| ſo Great and ſo General Diſturbance. And as to any 
Proſpe& of Advantage in ſome other Way upon quitting 
the Miniſtry, it was never in my 'Thoughts. Nor have 
| J any at this Day. The uneaſineſs I ſpeak of, was pure- 
8 ly upon the Accounts I have mention'd : I never was 
ll | 0 with my Choice upon Conſideration of 
the Diſadvantage in Wordly reſpects. I was in a ſerious 
2 Tempe of Mind when I wrote that Letter, and did (as 
| I expreſs it there) thus freely open myſelf to them, to let 
1 them ſee that it was really Senſe of Duty that mov'd me 
to Write, in order to prevent any Raſhnels in their Pro- 
ceeding, which might have ſuch Conſequence as the 


throwing me out of the Miniſtry. | 
: Rk | * quence 
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*.quehnce a Giving up my Miniftry. Since 
this is like to be the Conſequence, I could 
not ſatisfy myſelf without taking all proper 
Methods to prevent it, having done this 1 
ſhall be more Eaſy. —_ | 
As to the Matter inſiſted on in my Ser- 
mon, I was fully convine'd of it myſelf : 
And ſince that Thave told you, that I was 
not ſatisfy*d to ſubſcribe the received No- 
tion; you may very well believe, that 1 
am fully perſwaded as to my own Appre- 
henſion 45 this Matter, that the Doctrine 
cannot be of ſuch Conſequence. Should 
I give up my Hope of eternal Life through 
Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe I doubted of Men's 
Explication of Scripture ? For this is real- 
ly the Caſe. Or, can I think that I have 
orfeited that bleſſed Hope, only for doim 
my Duty, for ſearching after the Mind of 
God and an Impartial Enquiry after Truth? 
Lou will not imagine that I ought to be 
afraid of Enquiring after the Truth as Re- 
veaPd in the Word of God, or of Judging 
according to the Light I may attain, be- 
cauſe ſome Men will call an Opinion He- 
* reſy. Why ſhould I be terrify'd in this 
* Caſe, any more than you are frighted from 
being Proteſtants, or from being Diſſenters; 
becauſe Papiits will call you Hereticks, and 
* High-Church will pronounce you to be in 
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lf thoſe who are poſſeſt with an Appre- 
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henſion of the Neceſſity of Believing this 
Doctrine, will ſay, That in Diſſenting from 
it, or Doubting of it, I ſhew Obſtinacy and 
Perverſeneſs, and wreſt the Scriptures, &c. 


To ſuch I will only ſay, God knows the 5 
Heart; and will anſwer with Job, God for- 


bid that ( in this) I ſhoald juſtify jou, till Idie 

I will not remove mine Integrity from me. | 
Being thus perſwaded in my own Mind, 
that it was not of ſuch abſolute Neceſſity 
to believe the Common receiv'd Doctrine; 
I thought it of Importance, to endeavour 
to convince you; becauſe I had been very 
ſenſible of the ſad Conſequence of Men's 


being poſſeſt with that uncharitable Preju- 


dice againſt ſuch as might differ from them 


in this particular Article. 
I do apprehend it to have a very fad Aſ- 
pect upon the Peace of the Church in gene- 


ral, and to be in its Tendency, very de- 


ſtructive of the Comfort of Chriſtians in 
particular. When a Man is poſſeſt of this 
Notion, that ſuch an Opinion is Hereſy; 
what terrible Apprehenſions muſt he have, 
if One, for whom he is Concern'd, happen 
to embrace ſuch Opinion: And the more 
ſerious any Chriſtian is, the more will he be 


affected and diſturb'd with ſuch Caſe. On 


the other hand, Thoſe who are moſt Inqui- 


ſitive; and who, it may be, from a Princi- 


. © ple of Conſcience, do think themſelves 


« oblig'd 
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oblig?d to look into the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, are the only Perſons in Danger of 
falling under this Cenſure: They who have 
no Concern to ſearch after Truth, or to ſa- 
tisfy themfelves in Matters of this Nature, 
will be ſure to go on in the common Track, 
and ſo far are ſafe. 

What Llaſt inſtanc'd in, as a Conſequence 
of this Prejudice, 1 know to have been in 
Fact. I may tell you, that I myſelf have 
have been nearly concerned in it. I thought 
it therefore high time to do my Endeavour 
to obviate an Apprehenſion, which might 
be attended with ſuch diſmal Conſequences; 
and the rather, becauſe I perceiv'd that ma- 
ny were ſo induſtrious to fix it in the Minds 
of their Hearers. 

I have inſiſted the more upon this, becauſe 
it hath been often ſaid, what need had I to 
trouble myſelf, and the People, about this 
Matter. I thought I had very good Rea- 
ſon for it. 

I therefore reſolv*d to ſpeak throughly to 
the Point. I will not ſay, but ! 1 have 
us d more Caution than I did; tho? after all, 
there was nothing but what any one might 
ſay, who did receive the common Doctrine; 
were he Convin'd, as I was, that it is not 
neceſſary to be believ'd in order to Salva- 
tion, | 
* But, you had other Apprehenſions of this 
Matter, and have ſtill. Be it ſo. What? 
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Can Chriſtians bear to hear nothing, but 
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what is according to their preſent Senti- 
ments? My Friends, I muſt be free with 


you. This I think is true Bigotry, when a 
Man hath taken up a ſet of Notions, upon 
. which he lays a mighty Streſs, and is afraid 


to hear any thing that may be ſaid againſt 
them; yea, or ſo much as to be Convinc'd 
that he lays upon them more Streſs than he 


ought to do. Thus the Papiſt is taught, that 


it is of the utmoſt Conſequence to him,that 
he abide in the Catholick Church; and he 
is terrify*d with the Apprehenſion, that it 
is a damnable Sin, ſo much as to doubt in the 
leaſt; or to look into any Books that are 
Heretical, or even in the Bible it ſelf, leſt 
he ſhould be led into Error. So it is with 


our High-Church; They poſſeſs theirFollow- 


ers, that the Diſſenters are all in a damnable 
Schiſm, *tis a Sin to go into a Meeting, and 
you muſt have a care of reading any of their 
Books; juſt as a Papiſt muſt beware of 
reading any Proteſtant Writer. | 


By this Principle, a Man muſt unavoida- 


bly retain the Opinions he hath firſt imbib'd, 


eſpecially thoſe, ro which he hath affixd 
the Notion of their being of ſuch Impor- 
tance, that it would be Dangerous to ex- 
amine into them. FOR 

+ This, I grant, is the ſhorteſt, and moſt 
effectual Way, to fecure Men in the Opini- 


ons they have embrac'd. But is this agree- 


© able 
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able to the Reaſon of Man? or to the Me- 
© thods by which the Chriſtian Religion was 
introduc'd into the World? A Principle 
* which muſt have kept out Chriſtianity, had 
it been purſu d; and which mult, if adher'd 
© to, fix every Man in the Perſwaſion he hap- 
« pens to be bred up in. 
I I do grant, I ſhould not myſelf, when I 
chuſe One to inſtruct me in matters of Re- 
ligion, like to ſit under a Miniſtry that ſhould 
be continually inſiſting upon Points, which 
after due Examination, I can't but look up- 
on as Errors, and that of great Importance. 
But I ſhould allow any Man the Liberty to 
ſpeak his Mind upon any Point, and to give 
me his Reaſons : And tho? I were not Con- 
vinc'd, or could not come into his Senti- 
ments in ſuch Particulars; I could be ve 
well fatisfy*d to hear him inſiſting on thoſe 
Things, which were both by him and me 
agreed to be of Importance to our Salvation. 
Indeed, while there is an Apprehenſion 
of a Miniſter's being himſelf in a damnable 
Hereſy, he can no longer be look*d upon as a 
Chriſtian Miniſter. But it concerns Men to 
be very clear in the Matter, before they 
come to this Determination; and ſurely the 
Miniſter, or indeed any Man, hath Right 
to give his Reaſons why ſuch Cenſure ought 
not to be paſs'd upon him. | 
* According to the Principle, which now- 
adays many ſeem to be led by, I ſhould think 
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the only Way for a People to be eaſy, will 
be this: Let every Congregation frame a 
© Teſt of Orthodoxy for their Paſtors to ſub- 
© ſcribe to *. And what will be the Conſe- 
« quence? They may perhaps be ſecure that 
their Miniſter ſhall always ſay ſuch Things 
as they like. But I may venture to ſay, they 
are like to have in time, either ſuch Mini- 
© {ters as have taken no more care to examine 
into Matters, than they themſelves have 
done; or elſe, ſuch as can diſſemble at leaſt, 


© if not prevaricate, to pleaſe their Humors. 
CT 


* This would be needful, not only at firſt, but upon 
every new Occaſion, when the Miniſter wall happen to 
deliver any, thing, that is not agreeable to what they 
took his former Notions to be: Yea, and not only a Teit 
for the latisfying them of his Judgment in Matters of 
Doctrine; but alſo a Catalogue of Fundamentals, which 
he may ſubſcribe to as ſuch; that they may be ſure he 
reckons that to be Fundamental which they do. Burt 
the moſt etiectual way of all, would be to require an 
Oath of their Miniſter; not only that he is at preſent of 
their Mind; but that he ever wil! be ſo. I his as itrange 
as ſome may think it) or at leaſt ſomewhat like it, I find 
preſcribed by a National Synod of the Rejormed Chus ches 
in France, held at Alez, 1620. 

The Oath | refer to is very remarkable, and worth 
tranſcribing; it was in theſe Words. 

Ido Swear and Proteſt, be/ore God and this holy A em- 
bly, that I do receive, approve and embrace all the Doc- 
tines, taught and decided by the Synod of Dort, as. per- 
feftly agreeing with the Mord of God, and Conteſſtons of 
our Churches. I ſwear and promiſe to perſevere in * 

r- 
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I have long been of the Mind, that La- 
titude of Judgment, (I mean a Latitude 
within the Limits of. Scripture, making 
nothing neceſſary to a Chriſtian, but what 
that hath made fo) and Charity of Temper, 

are the moſt effectual Means to preſerve the 
© Peace of the Church, and the Comfort of 
© Chriſtians in their own Minds. 
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Profeſſion of this Doctrine during my whole Liſe, and to 
defend it with the utmos? of my Power ; and that I will 
never; neither by Preaching, nor Teaching in the Schools, 
nor by Writing, depart from it. I dec/are alſo, and proteſt, 
that I reject, and condemn the Doctrine of the Armini- 
ans. And ſo may God help me, and be propitious to me, 
as nr all this without any Ambiguity, Eguivocation, 
or Mental Reſervaticn. 

This Oath was to be taken by all Miniſters, and El- 
ders of Churches, and Profeſſors of Univerſities, and 
none to be admitted to the Miniſtry, or any Office or 
Employment in the Churches or Univerſities, without 
it. 1 Synod. 

By ſuch a Method as this the People might be ſecure, 
that their Miniſters ſhould continue Orthodox (at leaſt in 
Profeſſion) to their lives End. Some poſlibly might make 
a Difficuly of binding themſelves by an Oath, never to 
alter their Judgment; however, ſo far they may go, 
they may promiſe upon Oath, that zf ever they do 4 
their Mind, they will let the People kao it. This doubt- 
leſs would be much greater Satisfaction to a People, con- 
cerned that their Miniſter ſhould be exactly Orthodox in 
every Point, than a ſingle Declaration, once in their Lives, 
of their Sentiments at that time. For how Politive ſo- 
ever Some may be, (and as one would think Infallibly cer- 
tain) that they are now in the right, we know all Men 
are liable to Change. | 


— 
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But after all, I muſt leave this Matter to 
your own Apprehenſions : Only I fay, we 
* ought to act upon ſuch Principles as will be 
for the Honor of the Goſpel. 
And now, having dealt fo fairly, and o- 
«* penly with you, the main thing which 


_ © ſome have blam'd me for, and perhaps juſt- 


© ly, it being what I was not under a ne- 


« ceſſity of doing, tho? I had much rather 


be blam'd for having gone too far this 
© Way, 1. e. for want of Po cy K than that m 
© own Conſcience ſhould charge me wit 
any, the leaſt Degree of Prevaricating with 
vou. Having dealt, I fay, ſo fairly, and o- 
« penly with you, I may expect that you 
© {ſhould deal ſo by me. If any are diſſatiſ- 
* fy'd, I ſhall not take it unkindly as to my- 
© felf; but do deſire them to declare it. 
© But then, I do deſire alſo, that with that 
Declaration of your Diſſatisfaction, you 
« would give me under your Hands, the true 
Reaſon of your Diſmiſſing me, which I may 
have by me for my own Vindication. There 
© have been already a multitude of falſe Re- 
ports, and I may expect that there will be 
a great many more 7 ti this Rupture. I 
think therefore I ought, in juſtice to myſelf, 
to inſiſt upon this, without which I ſhall be 
Expos'd, as it were without Defence, to all 
the Lyes that upon this Occation may be 
rais'd upon me. | 7 ad 
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I chis be deny'd me, I muſt think, Tam 

© not fairly dealt wi tn. * 

T hope your Preſent Diſſatisfaction, will 
© be no Hindrance of your ſerious Regard to 
* thoſe great Important Truths, which I have 
« often1nſifted on, and which were moſt ge- 
© nerally the Subjects of my Diſcourſes among 
© you. 

* I leave you to the Direction of God, and 
© ſhall ever be a hearty well-wiſher to "_ 
* All; praying that you may proſper both in 
© Soul and Body. 

oth | am, 3 

1 N Tours to ſerve you, in te 

Fuly 26, 1718. Intereſts of our Common Lord, 
| 2 M. T. 

YOU fee here what it was I deſir'd of 
them, if ſo be they ſhould not be fatis- 
ty'd to continue under my Miniſtry. I leave 
it to the Reader to judge of the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of that Requeſt. They abſolutely 
refus d to comply with it; * but ſent a Meſ- 


JF I" 


* Tho? One of them, to whom my Friend Mr. H/utts 
had mention'd it the Evening before, then thought it 
very Reafonable, and ſaid they ſhould be willing to do 
any thing for my Satisfaction: But when this Matter 
came to be propos'a at their Meeting, this fame Perſon, 
aſter that One had declar'd againſt it, could fee no 
Reaſon in it. The ſame Gentleman was ſo much in 
haſte for my going, that he could not forbear ſaying, 
that inſtead of ſending another. to Preach for me that 


Day, I ſhould have ſtaid myſelf, and Preach'd a Fare- 
well Sermon, 
K ſage 


p ods 
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ſage by Mr. Watts, which he deſir'd to have 
in Writing; but that was not granted. The 
Report he made, was to this Effect, That 
whereas many had been offended with my Sermon, 
they thought it neceſſary, for the Peace of that 
Congregation, that I ſhould Preach no more, and 
that my continuing with them would cauſe a Fracti- 
on among them. 

I, find ſince they do not agree, that thoſe 
were the Terms of the Meſſage; but fay, 
they only defir'd him to report it as their Opi- 
nion, That «pon the Prejudice that had been taken, 
many would withdraw themſelves, or to this Pur- 
poſe, . which I think comes much to the ſame; 
eſpecially, conſidering what I had faid to 
them before, viz. That I would by no means cauſe 
a Difference, or Fraction among them. 

Having receiv'd the Account of what they 
had determin'd at their Meeting, I went to 
One of the Gentlemen the next morning, and 
told Him, that if had thought fit to 
have comply'd with what I had propoſed to 
them, I ſhould have given them no farther 
Trouble: But as the Caſe now ſtood, I ſhould 
provide ſome ſupply for next Lord's. day. He 
liked well enough of that, and ſaid, he would 
not have me to be too Haſty, hoping that I 
might get over my Doubts, and be able to ſa- 
tishe the People: And I was not willing to 
give up, without ſome Satisfaction, as to what 
I had inſiſted on. . 

e Thus 
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Thus I went on, making Proviſion for 
them 'till the beginning of Ofober. Some 
Friends had indeed advis'd, in the mean time, 
that 1 ſhould offer to preach myſelf: I men- 
tion'd this to one of the Gentlemen, but he 
did not approve of it. You may ſuppoſe the 
Prejudice ran 17 high, when One of them 
_— himſelf very much difpleas'd and 

frended, that a Miniſter who ſupply*d for 
me; when I was under this Suſpenſion, ſhould 
pray for me, in the Congregation, as their 
Paſtor. - | 

At length I thought it was Time to bring 
the matter to an Iſſue, and had Reaſon to be- 
lieve, (as the Reader will eaſily ſuppoſe) that 
the People thought ſo too. Accordingly I 
went to one off the Congregation, who had 
been for ſome time abſent, and let him know, 
that I had been advis'd to draw up a Decla- 
ration, of what I did believe concerning our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; particularly with reference 
to his Deity. He anſwer'd, What Uſe do you 
deſign to make of that? I told him, To offer it 
to the People, if that might give them Satis- 
faction. He preſently reply*d, Tow ſay you did 
not abide by the Confeſſion you made at your Ordi- 
nat ion. He hop d that by this Time I might have 
got over my Doubts ; if I would ſay, that now I 
could ſtand to what I had then deliver'd upon this 
Article, he ſhould readily take my Nord, and ſhould 
be entirely ſatisffd; otherwiſe he ſhould nſe his 
K 2 om 
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own Chriſtian Liberty, and withdraw, as he thought 
many others would do- 
Finding by this Diſcourſe with him, that 
I was not likely to give him Satisfaction; I 
put him in Mind of what I had inſiſted on 
as neceſſary to my own Vindication: And be- 
cauſe he, and others, had poſitively refuſed to 
ner thing under their Hands for that 
urpoſe, I had ſince thought of an Expedi- 
ent which would make the matter very eaſy: 
That was, that two or three Miniſters, ſuch 
as they might think proper, ſhould receive 
the Report from them, and draw: up ſuch an 
Account of the Matter, as both They and I 
ſhould agree in; which Account of the Matter 
I might have, atteſted by thoſe Miniſters. 
This Gentleman had often declar'd againſt 
any of the Miniſters interpoſing in this Af- 
fair; however, I thought, he could not ob- 
ject againſt This, ſeeing it was not delign'd to 
refer the matter to them, as Judges in the 
Caſe; but only that they ſhould receive the 
Report from both Sides, and then give me a 
Teſtimonial of what they apprehended to be 
the true State of the Caſe: But neither would 
this be admitted. | 
I told him, as to the Propoſal I now made, 
that every one, to whom I had mention'd the 
Thing, thought it very Reaſonable. He faid 
Ir might be reaſonable in it ſelf, and reaſonable for 
me to deſire it; but it could not [or would not] be 
praitiſed, T anſwer'd, that I ſaw no Difficulty 
Af | „ | „ „ 
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in the Matter, if they were willing to com- 
ply with it: And if it were Reaſonable in it 
Fei and Reaſonable for me to deſire, I thought 
they muſt be Unreaſonable who ſhould refuſe 
it: But this avail'd nothing; he was for gi- 
ving another Turn to the matter. They did 
not, he ſaid, deſire me to withdraw: Only, 
they who were difſatisfy*d, would uſe their 
own Liberty, and withdraw themſelves. 

J appeal to any one, Was not this in the 
moſt effectual Manner to deſire, or even to 
neceſſitate me to withdraw? Suppoſing their 
withdrawing to be General, as this Gentleman 
had intimated it would be ; having faid, that 
he believ'd many would do ſo, as well as himſelf. 
And if they pleaſe to put it their own Way, I 
have ſtill the ſame Cauſe for inſiſting upon a 
Declaration of the Reaſon of their withdraw- 
ing themſelves, We had afterwards ſome. 
farther Diſcourſe about this matter, but to 
no effect. 

At length it was mov'd, that I ſhould go 
into the Pulpit, and vindicate myſelf as I 
ſhould think fit, and there make a Declarati- 
on of what I had to ſay upon thoſe Points, a- 
bout which the People had been uneaſy, and 
let them ſee how near I could come to the 
Orthodox Doctrine. I thought it beſt, firſt 
to propoſe to the Gentlemen that belong'd to 
the Congregation, what I had to offer, that 
they might firſt ſee whether it was ſatisfacto- 
ry to them, or were likely to be ſo to the Peo- 


ple; 


ple; for I had no Inclination to go into 
the Pulpit, without ſome previous Hope of 
giving a general Satisfaction: And after all, 

muſt refer myſelf to thoſe Gentlemen, and 
be determin*d by their Judgment. I reſolved 
therefore, firſt to communicate to them what 
I had to offer, and to receive their Opinion. 
Accordingly, the next Lord s- day, (Octob. 
12.) in the Evening, we met together. There 
were Five of them (Two being abſent, Mr. 
Laſcelles and Mr. Watts) I then told them that 
I had drawn up a Declaration of my Belief, 
concerning our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of what 
I had to ſay upon the Points about which 
we had differ*d ; which Declaration, if they 
thought fit, I would read to them. This was 
agreed to. It was as follows. 

I do believe concerning Jeſus Chriſt, That 
© he is the Son of God; that he was in the 
* Beginning before the World was: And 
* whereas the Scriptures ſome times ſpeak of 
him, as being from Everlaſting; I do con- 
* ceive, that we are to underſtand it in a ſtrict 
© proper Senſe ; namely, That there never was 
© a Time when he was not, that he was al- 
* ways Coex:/ting with the Father. 

I do believe, that in that preexiſtent 
State he had by Communication from the 
Father, Excellencies and Perfections, incom- 
« prehenſibly beyond the higheſt Angels; ſuch 
Perfections as do give him a juſt Title to the 
Character of a Divine Perſon, He Wt; in 

Him: 
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Himſelf W f the Father's co 
© the . Expreſs Image is Perſon; being in 
© Scripture ra called God; not al by 
virtue of After-Conſtitution, (as God by Office) 
© but upon account of the real Excellencies 
* and Perfections of his Nature: He having 
* Life in himſelf, and All-ſufficiency of Know- 
* ledge, Wiſdom, Power, as well as all Mo- 
ral PerfeCtions. In the Beginning was the 
Mord, —— and the Word was God. 5 
As to the Way, or. Manner of deriving his 

© Subliſtence from the Father, I do appre- 
hend it to be different from that by which 
Men and Angels derive their Being from 
© God, * (tho? we cannot poſſibly have any 
© Notion of it) ſince that he is called the Ozly- 
© begotten of the Father. This Title or Cha- 
© racterof the Only-begotten Son of God, I take 
© to belong to him in his Preexiſtent State, 
© when he was with the Father before the 
© World was; and not to be given to him 
© merely upon Account of his miraculous 
© Birth of the Virgin; ſeeing that he is ſpoken 


* © The boldneſs and Curioſity of the Schoolmen, 
© and ſome Others, in expreſſing the Way and Manner 
© of the Generation of the Son, by Similitudes of our 
© Underſtanding, and its Acts ; declaring how he is the 
© Image of the Father, in their "Terms, are intolerable, 
© and full of Otitence: Nor are the rigid Impoſitions of 
© thoſe Words, and 'Terms, in this Matter, which they, 
© or others have found out to exprels it by, of any. bet- 
ter Nature. Owen on Heb, 22 6 
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© of as the Son of God, when by him God made 
* the Worlds, and he is called mpwr'wx©. , 
© 0% rler. Begotten before all Creatures. 
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* Henna,, In this Place is underſtood by moſt, to 
ſignify Heir or Lord: But I queſtion whether there can 
be any Inſtance given, where the Word is fo us d in 
Conſtruction. e. g. That it ſhould be faid æπ¾τπ 77 


chu, TewrrxQ- mirror, inſtead of xaneoriu@, or E,. 


Rom. iv. 13. Heb, i. 2. Acis x. 36: Only in general it may 
imply the Title, or Character of Heir or Lord, as being 


the Priviledge that belong'd to the Firſt-born ; as when 


God ſays of David, I will make him my Firſt-born ; much 
leſs do I think it can be taken here in an active Senſe, 
(as ſome would have it) viz. to ſignify, as they expreſs it, 
the Firſt-Producer. In this Senſe it might as well, yea, 
perhaps more properly, be apply'd to the Father, who' 
is {aid to have created all Things by Jeſus Chriſt. Be- 
ſides, the unuſualneſs of that Senſe of the Word, it doth. 
not appear to me to ſuit ſo well with the Context. What 
follows would then be, not ſo much a Reaſon, as a de- 
claring the ſame Thing. It may be conſider d alſo, that 
when the Word is us'd actively, tene doth not refer 
to the Cauſe (as denoting the Firſt Cauſe that produc'd 
ſuch an Ettect) but indeed to the Effect, or Production, 
as denoting the firſt Production of that Kind, proceding 
from that Cauſe; ſuppoſing at the ſame time, that Ano- 
ther may at leaſt follow ; as in that Inſtance in Homer, of 
an Heifer, @#gwr7x&&@- which had brought forth her Firſt 
Calf. In this Senſe πτπ ,s, ne would be, who 
hath brought forth, or produc'd his Firſt Creation, as if 
there were another Creation, that we might expect 
ſhould be produc'd by him after this; (tho! it's faid here 
along xiiozws ) | chuſe therefore to underſtand this Ex- 
preſſion, as denoting his being Begotten before the Crea- 
tion, or before there was any Creature. That Sσ⁰ - 
thy on 
Luke 
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As He was before all Things, ſo were all 
c 90 made by him, and for him, for his 
* Uſe and Service, for his Honor — Glory: 
© Soit is expreſsly declar'd : Without him was 
not any Thing made that was made. Ey him 
© were all "it This 5 A that are in Heaven aud in 
Earth, viſible, and inviſible —— All Things 
© were wal by him and for him: And he ia 
© of himſelf, I am the 2276 and the Laft, the Be 

6 ginning bg the End. 


©* 1 do believe that this Son of God became 
© Man, and is the only Mediator berwees God 
© aud Man. He came into the World, and 
© was, and is, the Light of the World; havin 
© had perfect knowledge of the Counſels 
* God, with reference tothe Salvation of Men, 


— — 


Like ii. 2: This Signihcation it may have, even in Com- 
poſit ion: One. nce he gives in this very Word 
n ye zj e, 2 Sam. xix. I am before 24 
elder than thou. Had it been r in the Genitive (an 
1 ſuppoſe that Conſtruction might be allow'd, as well as 
r ws. Jo. i. 30.) the Phraſe had been exactly Pa- 
rallel. All that I had reſpect to in quoting theſe Words, 
was, that here Chriſt ſeems to be ſpoken of as Begotten 
of God before the Creation. This agrees to what is ſaid 
of Wiſdom, in Prov. viii. which is generally underſtood 
of the Lagos: And if the Senſe, in which 1 have taken 
the Words of the Apoſtle be allow'd, One would think 
he had rel] 45 8 that very Pallage, The Lord poſſeſſed 
me in the of his Way, l efore his Works + old, 
FA Jet up Ye verlaſti om the Beginning, or — 
the Earth as Men 2 he are! e Diet 
brought oy pad ore the Hills were, Iuas — ht Meh, 
or Begotten. I will only add, taking the Words i in this 
Senſe, the Apoftle's Di courſe here is very. Clear and 
Strong, ho is the Ina 4 od the Inviſible God, Begotten 
2 all Creatures; 2 25 Hob were all Things Cre- 
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© preſent State, in order to out ſerving God 
4 1 in this World, and attaining to 
the Enjoyment of him in the Next. He 
Has fent for this Purpoſe, and there is a ſpe- 
* © xjal Obligation upon us to regard the Word 

e/ pakieo By him from Ne Dignyty of his Per- 
Fi 1 


nz having in theſe laſt mes ſpoken to us 
p by Pls Son. e "Dis 1 n 
I do believe that this ſame Jeſus Chriſt, 
© the'Spn of God, is the High Prieſt of dur Pro- 
© feſion; that he gave himſelf a Sacrifice for 
Sm, according to-the-Will of God; which 
Sacrifice had ſuch Value in it, as to be ac- 
counted worthy to be accepted of God, as 
© a ſufficient Atonement, when God could 
not in honor accept of other Sacrifices for 
this Purpoſe: according, to what the A- 
* poſtle ſays, Heb. x. It was not poſſible that the 
© Blood of Bulls and Goats, ſhould 'take away Sins 
Ihen ſaid I, Lo I come to do thy will O God --- 
*T believe that by that One Sacrifice he hath 
« for ever perfected them that are Santtified ; and 
having purged our Sins by himſelf,is nom ſat down 
© at the Right Hand of his Majeſty on High, and 
© ever lives to make Interceſſion for us: Which In- 
* terceſſion cannot fail of Succeſs; ſo that he is 
* able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto 
© God by him. ol WES 
I believe that this Son of God being ap- 
pointed Heir of all Things, hath Plenary Do- 
© Minjon over All; the whole Creation being 
made ſubject to him. He hath abſolute 
6 
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Authority over all Intelligent Creatures; 
* abſolute Right —— of the Inanimate 
Creation ; and in ſhort, the whole Govern- 
ment of the Univerſe put into his Hand. 
And accotdingly, hath all Qualifications, 
and Perfections neceſſaty for the (Exerciſe of 
© ſuch boundleſs Dominion; ſubh as Knowledge, 
© Power, Wiſdom, for the managing all to rhe 
Glory of God; his . m Honor, andthe Salva- 
tion of them who truſt in him. He hath - 
edge ot all Things in Heaven and in Earth, 
even of the Hearts of alb the Children of 
Men: odie ſearcheth tl Reins and the Heart. 
Moſt Confummate Wiſdom, whereby he is a- 
ble to fruſtrate all tlie Deſigns of his Eue- 
mies, and tu malce them ſubſervient to®his 
* own Glory; and in a Word, to order all 
things in the beſt manner for th@accom- 
pliſhing His own':Purpoſi 


es. All Power In 
Heaven and in Earth, Whereby hie is able to 
ſubdue all things unto himſelf. In ſhort, All 
© the Fulneſs of the Godhead\dwelling in him Bo- 
* dily; whereby he: hath--all ſuſficiency for 
© the delivering his People from all Evils, for 
* the ſupplying all their Wants, and bringing 
them at laſt to the moſt compleat Felicity. 

I do believe that he is to be worſhipped by 
Men and Angels, Heb. i. 5. that he receives 
the Adoration of all the Hoſts of Heaven, 
Neu. v. that religious Worſhip, in all the 
* Kinds of it, or in all the Inſtances wherein 
it is given to the Father, is to he given to 
Him, according to the Declaration we have 
from himſelf, That he Father hath committed 

TITTY OK. 112 Call. 
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6_ poſe ſhall come in his own Glory, and in the 
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All Judgment to the Som, that all Mew fbokld 
© hovor\ the Son, even at they. honor the Furber; 
* by external Acts of homage in Prayer, aud 
© humble Adoration, aſeribing Honor and 
Glory to him; by internal AQs of the Mind, 
in holy Fear, Love, Devotedneſs, entire 
Pruſt and Confidence: e 
Ido believe that He is 


appointed to be 
Judge of the World, and for this Pur- 


6 Father's Glom, &. and then ſhall bring to 
Light the hidden things of Darkneſs, and 
and paſs a righteous Sentence upon Men 
© and Angels, tendring to every one according 
5 to: his Works: And this Sentente ſhall be <1- 
nah, irreverſible, and fix the State of every 
one to Eternity.) 5 I ole % 
Theſe things + apprehend- the Scriptures 
ta teach, concerning dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
L have this to add with relation to the Tyi- 


nit Worin! eee Wart 

8 Tho” it hath been allow'd generally by 
Orthodox Divines, that the Father is the 
FHirrſt in order of Nature (as well as in Oeco- 
2 N of Acting) ſo that the Son and Spirit 
are from the Father. which I do conceive to 
be Truth; yet Ido judge, that by the Ac- 
* count we have in Scripture of theſe Three Per- 
6. ſons, Father, Son and Spirit, theſe are All (Son 
* and; Spirit as well as the Father) aiſtinguiſh- 
* £4, frow Creatures, and are jointly concern d 
inall the Actions of God towards Creatures. 
Ham the Son and Spirit are from the Fa- 


ther ʒ how the San is in the Father, and the 
hd : 0 « Father 
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Father in the Son, as Chriſt Speaks; hom the 
« / Spirit is in God, knowing and ſearching the 
* things, even the hidden Things of God, as 
the Spirit of Man that is in him knows the 
6 rhings of a ian: Theſe Itake to be Myſteries 
© above our Comprehenfions, which therefort 
© we are not called to ſearch int 
When I had read this, One obferv'd, that 
E bad not faid, that Chriſt was the moſt: High 
God, or equal with the Father. I anſwer' d, That 
L had faid what L thought fit to ſay upon the 
Matcer 5 and whereas the Expreſfions he in- 
ſiſted on, were not made uſe of in Scripture, 
L ſhould not oblige myſelf to make any ſuch 
Declaration. 3 25 

Another obferv*d, that I had fpoken of the 
Excellencies, and Perfections of Chriſt, as be- 
ing receiv'd by way of Communication from 


Burnet's Expol. ut. Supr., 

Dum Viatores ſumus, cognoſcere optamus potius, quam 
liquido cagnoſcimus (ut Doc tiſimi Athenagoræ verbis ue 
tar ) Ti, i Ts mids rede + Hane woms; &c. i. e. 
Quanam Filit ad Patrem fit Unio; qua Patris ad Fi- 
hum Communio, quid fit Spiritus ; quæ horum tantorum fit 
Unin, que diſcretio Unitorum, Spiritus Scilitet, Filis & 
Patris. Bul. Def. F. N. p. 291. * 
Lats. | lieve 
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liebe, find many among thoſe; who were 
counted very Orthodox, that would not; fa · 
tisfy them nit noob bil enz nde ,cnnins ? 
At length I propos'd theſe two Points to be 
conlider?d by them. The Firſt, Whether 
they othemſelves could be fatis fd with the? 
Declaration I had made: And then, whether 
the thought that Declaration miglu give Sa- 
tisſaction to the People, after the Prejudice 
thefilddeakenct nn nh Ooh u 0 nk) 
Inanſwer to both theſe, One, who ſeem'd 
willing to accommodate the Matter, ſpoke! 
toakes: Ee enn 200 1% aht 
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N dam df a Theclogis. 27 Patri in ſul- 
Held „ quia & quoad Ordinem & quoad Originem præ- 
cedit Flium & Sp. & uipote qui n aum hubeat vel Ordinis vel 
OviginisPrincipium, fed à ſeipſe ſit; quoſenſu a Patribus dici- 


7 


mala be, Fons Deitatis, non abſolute quoad Ex- 
Nen am, 


ed reſpective quoad illus Communicationem. 

Turrelin. Iuſtitut. Thecl. Vol. I. p. 309. 
- fait remarquer, que Dieu le Pere nous eſt repreſeute 
dans Ecriture par les Caratteres qui lay font particulie es, 
cone d engendrer ſon Fils, de I exvoyer.,' Nous ne trou- 
vons nulle part que le Pere ſoit engendre, &c. 11 n'eſt point 
dit auffi; qui il opere de par un autre comme il eſt dit du fil, 
qu il m opere point de par-foy meme; ſean v. ig i 

184410 Pictet. Theol. Tom: 1. p. 218. 
In the whole Oeconomy of the Trinity, as to the 
Works that outwardly are of God, the Order of the 
© Subliſtence of the Perſons in the ſame Nature is repre- 
© ſented to us, and they have the ſame Dependance on 
© each other in their Operation, as they have in their Sub- 
© liſtence, The Father is the Fountain of all, as in B E- 
ING and EXISTENCE, ſo in Operation. The 
Son is Of the Father, begotten by him, and therefore 


_ © as unto his Work ſent by him. The holy Spirit pro- 


© ceedeth from the Father and the Son, and therefore is * 
f * an 
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© and given by them, as to all the Works which he im- 
© mediately effecte ten.. fa vl 
+; Owen of the Spirit. p. 67. ſo frequently in that Treatiſe. 
In his Expoſit. of the Hebr. he goes upon the ſame 
Pririciple: © The Order of  Actingfin the bleſſed Trini- 
ty follows the Order of Subſiſtence. As the Father 
therefore is the Fountain of the Trinity as to Subſt ence, 
© ſo allo as to Operation. He hath Life in himſelf, and 
he give, to the Son to have Life in himſelf ; and he 
© doth it by communicating unto, him his Subliſlence by 
Eternal Generation, =— 
. Owen on Heb. v. I. p. 20. So Mr. Boyſe Vindicat. &c. 
pP. 29, Mr. Harris (elf Dedicat. p. 9. Mr. Lorimer 
Nos Script. Dem. p. 24. TAK brad Nen o 
Bp. Pearſon in his Expoſ. of the Apoſtle's Creed, inſiſts 
largely on this. In the very Name of Father, t here is 
ſotnething of Eminence, which is not in that of Son; 
and ſome kind of Priority we muſt aſcribe unto him 
whom we call the Firſt, in reſpect of him whom we call 
the ſecond Perſon; and as we cannot but aſcribe it, ſo 
muſt we endeavour to preſerve it. Now that Privilege 
or Priority, conſiſteth only in this, that the Father hath 
the Eſſence of himſelf, the Son by Communication from 
the Father — I can o mine own ſelf do nothing, faith 
our Saviour, becauſe he is not of himſelf; and whoſe- 
© ever receives his Being, mult receive his Power from a- 
© nother. p. 34. 5 v. 
We mult not therefore, ſo ſar endeavour to involve 
© ourſelves in the Darkneſs of this Myſtery, as to deny that 
Glory which is clearly due unto the Father; whoſe 
© Preeminence undoubtedly conſiſteth in this, that he is 
© God not of any Other, but of Himſelf ; and that there 
is: no other Perſon who is God, but is God of Himſelf 
0 1 the Father]. It is no Dimifiution to the Son, to 
ſayz He is from Another — What the Father is, He 
is from none, what the Son is, he is from Him; what 
the Firſt is, he gixeth; what the Second is, he recei- 
* veth. --- The Sdn is not only {pl Spin regard of the 
© Father, but alſo Cod, by reaſei of the ſame p. 35. 
© Afterwards (p. 37.) cites numerous Teſtimonies of the 
© Antient Doctors of the Church, who have not luck 
© to call the Father, the Origin, the Cauſe, the wes 
| tne 
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© the Root, the Fountain, and the Head of the Son, or the 
hole Divinity. Yea, he carries this Point ſo far, 28 to 
make it neceſſary to be maintain'd for the avoiding a Plu- 
of Gods. It is very remarkable, what he-ſays; ( p. 
40. The Father is ſtiled, One God, The true God, 
the Only true God, the God and Father of our Lord Je+ 
* ſus Chriſt: Which, as it is moſt True, and ſo fit to be 
© Belicv'd, is alſo a moſt neceſſary Truth, and therefore 
« to be acknowledged, for the avoiding. Multiplication, 
* and Pluxality of Gods. For if there were more than 
One, which were from None, it could not. be denied, 
put there were more Gods than le. 
Dr. Bull in his Defenſio kid. Nic. Paffim - V. Theſ. 1. De 
ſubordinatione Filii --- Decretum illul Snodi Nicene, quo Ht a- 
neitur Filius Dei eſe dd Un 266, Deum de Deo, ſuo calcu- 
Jo comprobarum Doctores Catbolici, tum qui ame, tum qui poſt 
adm illam ſcripſere: Nam illi onmes uns ore docuerunt, 
| eros) divinas Patri Hlioque competere, non 
collateraliter aut coordinate ſed ſubordinate; boc eft, Filium 
candem quidem Naturam divinam cum Patre communem ba- 
lere, ſed a Patre communicatam ; ita ſcilicet ut Pater ſolus 
Naturam illam divinam a ſe habeat, five a nulla alio, Filius 
autem a Patre; proinde Pater, Divinnatis, que in Filio eff, 
Pons, Origo ac Principium ſit. i. e. In ſhort, All the Catho- 
lick Dotiors, both before and after the Nicene Council 
have agreed, that the Father is the Fountain, the Origin 
and Principle of the Diyinity that is in the Son. If this 
be a true Account of the Sentiment of the Primitive Dac- 
tors, and our modern Divines have been generally of this 
Mind ; it ſhould ſeem that this Gentleman, and thoſe of 
his Mind, would ha ve been barg put to it, to have found, 
either among the Primitive Fathers, or in latter Times, 
Any, Orthodox enopgh in this Point, to have been their 
Miniſter. But thus it is, When Perſons take upon them to 
ſs their Cenſure, in Matters they under ſtand not, or have 
Ficele confider'd : Tho? I perceive, this Gentleman thinks 
he knows as much of this Point, as any can teach him; or 
at leaſt, as much as is Needful; for he hath declar'd, over 
and over, that he. would read nothing about the Matter, 
cither on One Side or Other: And no doubt, he would 
have been as Poſitive in aſſerting Tranſubſtantiation, as 
zealous in condemning any that ſhould oppoſe it, as careful 
of being perverted from the true Faith in that Point, (as he 
would then have reckon's it} bad he as carly imbibed that 


1 That 


Mr. Martin Toi INs. 89 


That whereas I had for ſome Time left 
© off the Uſual Doxology, in which all the 
KReformed Churches had agreed; if I 
© ſhould now return to the Uſe of that Dox- 
© ology ¶ To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt 
be, &c.] which might he a Sign of my 
having got over my Doubts and being fas 
* tisfy'd in the Common Faith, and being 
© return'd to my ſelf, (as I remember, all 
theſe Expreſſions were made ule of, not in- 
deed all together, but ſometimes one, ſome» 
times another in the Series of the Diſcourſe, 
or others of the ſame Import) He ſhould 

< -be-ſatisfy'd, and he believ'd the Generality 
© of the People would be fo; Or however, 
© that in a little Time the Prejudice would 
« wear off.“ He ſaid, he was not for my 
making that Declaration I had read to 
© them, in Publick, or any thing of that 
Nature; he was againſt Making Creeds, 
© but thought it might be enougb, to make 
© ſome handſome Apology for too great 
* Warmth of Expreſſion in my Sermon, that 
might have given Offence ; and to let them 
* know, that the Thing 1 aim'd at, was, 
* only to declare againſt the Cenſuring and 
Condemning Perſons who might not come 
© up to other Mens Explications of that Do- 
* Qrine; and if any had a Mind to know - 
my own Sentiments about that Doctrine, 
they might come and diſcourſe with me, 
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* and I would endeavour to give them Sa- 
s tis faction. 

I deſird to know the Thoughts of the * 
upon what had been offer'd ;: firſt, with re- 
ſpect to themſelves, and then with reſpect 
to — Satisfaction oy N ch It | might * 
to other s. 

One moy'd for ho putting into the Doxo- 
ogy; Three Perſons and One God; but how- 
ever did not inſiſt on this. In ſhort, Four 
out of the Pive did declare, that what had 
been propos'd would be ſatisfactory to them- 
ſelves. Gne thought it needful, that there 
ſhould be ſome Declaration of my believing 
Jeſus Chriſt to be God eg with the Father, 
or ſomewhat'of that Nature. 

We came then to the ſebbnid Queſtion, 
What Effect they thought this might have 
upon the People. Here Two were of the 
Mind, that it would not do. Beſides that 
Perſon who was not himſelf ſatisfy d, and 
who thought others were of his Mind; an- 
other alſo ſaid, that he was of Opinion, that 
upon my complying with what had been 
propos'd, and making ſuch kind of Apology 
as had been ſpoken of, many, inſtead: of 
coming to me to he ſatisfy d of my Judgment 
about theſe Matters, would never come oy 
more to hear mne. 

I anſwer'd then to the Wehl it ſelf, that 

hci I: had forborn the Common Poxo- 
logy, upon Conſideration, becauſe I could find 
no 
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no Inſtance of ſuch Doxology in Scripture, 
and thereupory had us'd only thoſe that were 
found in Scripture; againſt which, in them 
{elves conſider d, none could pretend to make! 
Exception; I was not willing to be oblig'd to 
make uſe of others framed by Men: Eſpeci- 
ally, when in this Caſe, this Doxology was 
to be uſed by mè as a 7eft, or as a Sign of my 
having got over thoſe Doubts which I had 
own'd to them, and in Token * that I was 
now fatisfy*d to abide by what I had formerly 
declar'd concerning this Article in my Con- 
feſſion. To ſpeak freely, I did not apprehend 
this to be well conſiſtent with that Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity that is becoming a Mini- 
ſter and a Chriſtian, 05-5 | 
pon the whole, I concluded, that ther 
was no Likelihood of our coming to a mutual 
Satisfaction and Agreement; and told them, 
that ſince there appear'd to me no Proſpect of 
this, I ſhould give them no farther Trouble, 
and deſir d them to provide for themſelves. 


— — 
* 


* It is plain from the Thing it ſelf, that they could 
inſiſt upon my making uſe of that Doxology, only under 
this Notion. Will they ſay, that Doxology is in it ſelf 
preferable to Any that can be found in Scripture ? J ſup- 
poſe not. Why then ſhould I be oblig'd to change Scrip- 
rure-Doxologies for this? Ir can be for no other Reaſon, 
bur that this might be taken as a Sign of my Agreeing 


with them in their Notion of the Trinity. 
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And ſince we muſt part, I put them in 
Mind of what I had formerly deſir d, and 
acquainted them with the Expedient that 
had been thought of ſince, becauſe they wete 
not willing themſelves to give Any Thing 
under their Hands, (of which I have given 
Account before.) They made ſome Objecti- 
ons, How could it be done? What Service 
would it do me? At laſt I told them, that 
it was no more than what I thought the 
meaneſt Servant might expect in common 
Juſtice. If there had been falſe Reports of 
the Occaſion of a Man's leaving a Service, 
which Reports might be a Prejudice to him; 
would his former Maſter, if he had any Ge- 
nerolity, refuſe to give him a Certificate of 
the true Cauſe of his going away ? But they 
would not hearken to any thing. Wo 

Thus ended this troubleſome Affair. I 
have given a plain faithful Account of the 
whole Matter from Beginning to End : This 
was all I propos'd to do. I ſhall not there- 
fore take upon me to make any Remarks 
upon their Conduct. I leave it to every one 
to judge as he fees Cauſe, Only thus much 
I hope I may be allow*d to ſay, (I promiſe 
my ſelf that every Reader, who is not a 
Party concern'd, will excuſe it) I could not 
but think it hard, that they ſhould deny me 
ſo eaſy and ſo reaſonable a Requeſt at part- 
ing, after more than ten Years Acquaintance 


nd Service among them. 
. * With 
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With reſpect to myſelf, many perhaps 
will judge that I have ſhew'd a great deal 
of Weakneſs and Imprudence. However, I 
am ſatisfy d they can find nothing that doth. 
in the leaſt intrench upon Chriſtian Sincerity. 
In my own Reflection upon what hath paſt, 
I will own to the World, that I do not un- 
dertake to juſtify every Expreſſion in the 
Sermon, I mean, as to the Prudence of it; 
or to maintain upon the whole, that I took 
the moſt proper Way to attain the End I 
opos'd. I do rather think, from what hath 
the Event, that it was like pouring 
Water with too great Violence into a narrow- 
mouth'd Veſſel; which, iaſtead of filling the 
Veſlel, beats it down. Indeed I was appre- 
henſive that ſome Things in the Sermon, 
might be a little ſhocking to ſome bf the 
Hearers; but under the Senſe I then had of 
the miſchievous Conſequence of damning 
Men upon ſuch Accounts, I thought I would 
not balk the Matter, but plainly and freely 
bear my Teſtimony againſt it, however ſome 
might be diſpleas'd. This drew from me 
thoſe Words, 1 know not what you may think, 
&c. p. 41. 

Vet let me ſay, that after all I have not 
found that great Diſſatisfaction in what I have 
done, which a certain Geatleman was ver 
confident I ſhould. What Turn of Thought 
I may be liable to hereafter, I know not; 
but I can afſure him, that as yet, ns Worth 

ave 
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Ach reſ den to my elf; inaſindeb!) as it 
was not'from any wicked or ſelfiſn world- 
Iy View, but in Truth from Diſchar _ 
What I then apprehended, and do ſtil 
prehend, to be my Duty; I may; and 1 biete 
God, I can, chearfully ſubmit. If there have 
been ſome Overfights on my Fart; J don't 
think, that upon that Account- it is reaſon- 
able for me to be continually» afflicting my 
fel?" H Man eught to repent of his Sins, 
But d make every! Weakrieſs or Imprudence 
Se Matter of -uneaſy Reflection, Were to 
* his Life uncomfortable,” becauſe he is 
perfectly wiſe and inſallible. 
Yor! maybe thought ſome what impertinent 
Dy talking ſo long of my ſelf; but as ſuch 
Caſe may y de of "more general Concern, 1 
hope che Reader will bear with me a little, 
whilſt I tell him, what are my wen Ace 
no- the Matter is come to this Iſſue. 
In the 1 Place, I am fti'l- of the Mind, 
that the general Principle, viz. That none are 
to be condemned as Hereticks, without clear Mar- 
rant from the Word of God: That this, I ſay, 


is a Matter of great eme and fit 1 
be often inſiſted on; © + 
Nor” 2diy, Am I diſpleaſed kts my ſelf 


for having | apply'd this in my Sermon _ 
E the 
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the particular Pin ef Doctrine there menti- 
'0n'd; and the - Differences about it. Many 
think they may with all Freedom, and wWith- 
out. Controul, paſs theit Sentence upon Men 
for differing in this Point from what they 
ll :Ohodon!; and do lock upon it as: their 
Duty to do 40: As Lapprehend them to be 
greatly miſtaken in this their Zeal for Or- 
-thodoxy; I do alſo think it my Duty, to 
bear my Teſtimony + ao ſuch anchriſtian- 
ing Principles. 
And however I may ha ve fail'd/ in this 
Attempt, and it may ſeem only to have 
turn'd to my own Prejudice; yet I would 
hope, ſeeing that it hath already been made 
ſo publick a Matter, (far beyond what 1 
could ever have imagin'd any thing that 
concern d me ſhould have been) that it ſhall 
in the Iſſue have fome good Effect. If this 
may give Occaſion to the promoting a true 
Chiti an Charitable Temper, or excite o- 
thers more freely and openly to declare for it, 
even with reſped to this particular Point, 
which by ſome at this Time is made ſo great 
an Engine of Diviſion; I ſhall rejoice. 
As I my ſelf make rio Doubt but there 
are ſerious good Chriſtians, who cannot be 
ſatisfy'd in what Some account the only Or- 
. Faith in this Point of Chriſtian Do- 
.Ctrine; and am fully petſwaded in- my own 
Mind, . that notwithſtaoding. this, they may, 
and ought to be received and owned as Chri- 
707 ſtlans; 
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+ -» -Rtians; ſo I am not without Hope, that this 


will come to be more generally and freely 
acknowledged, notwithſtanding the deep- 
rooted Prejudices of ſome very good Chri- 
ſtians and Miniſters. Which Prejudices are 
indeed come to that Height, that a can 
ſcarce fo much as maintain a charitable Opi- 
nion towards thoſe of different Sentiments, 
without incurring the Suſpicion of being him- 
ſelf alſo tainted, as they ſpeak. = 
But how unreaſonable is this? As if a Man 
muſt be ſuppos'd to agree with every one in 
his Opinions, whom he doth not think fir to 
dama for them. Or, as if I muſt damn every 
Man, who doth not in every Point agree 
with my Notions. No other Principle can 
make good ſuch an Inference, as ſome are 
willing to make, from a Man's expreſſing his 
Charity to others who may differ from him. 
Since ſuch are the Prejudices of many at 
reſent, it may be that I have excluded my 
elf, by what I have done, from any farther 
Capacity of Service in the Miniſtry; if this 
be the Conſequence, I muſt take it as a Diſ- 
charge from that Work. As I am very well 
fatisfy'd, that ſuch Declaration as I have 
made is abundantly ſufficient for a Chriſti- 
an*; and that with ſuch Apprehenſions con- 
| ceraing 
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* © The ( ubſtantial and practical Honour of the Tri- 
* nity is beſt : Then do we honour the Trinity in Unity, 
| not 


. 
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cerning Chriſt (without entring into any of 
the particular Schemes or Explications of the 
Trinity *) a Miniſter may ſerve the great 
Purpoſes of the Goſpel, in bringing Sinners 
to God by Chriſt, and building up Saints in 
Holineſs and Comfort ; ſo I ſhould have been 

lad, if I might have carried this Point, and 
(HAT the People to be ſatisfy'd with ir, 
But if there be not to be found among Diſ- 
ſenters, any who are free to accept of a Mi- 
niſter, without requiring him to ſubſcribe to 
Terms and Expreſſions not found in Scripture f; 
| | Or 


1 —— _ 
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* not when we conceive of the Myſtery, bur when we 
* make a religious Uſe of this high Advantage, ro come 
to God in the Name of Chriſt by the Spirit Di- 
rect your Prayers to God the Father, Chriſt prayed to 
© his Father So the Saints in their Addrefles - 
In the Name of Chriſt By the Spirir 
© Chriſtians need not puſle themſelves about Three in 
© One, and One in Three ; ler them in this Manner come 
to God, and ir ſufficeth; make God the Object, and 
* Chriſt the Means of Accels, and look for Help from the 
© Spirit. Dr. Manton, Serm. 32. on Heb. 11. 3d. Vol. 


* To conclude, I only wiſh theſe Things might be 
conſidered and diſcourſed with leſs Confidence and perem- 
ptory Determination, with a greater Awe of what 1s divine 
and ſacred, and that we may more confine our ſelves to the 
plain Words of Scripture, and be content therewith, How's 


Calm Diſc. p. 74. | 


t © Wiſhing that God's own Word were taken for the 
* ſufficient Terms of our Conſent and Concord, in order 
* ro Union and Communion. - Baxter's Senſe of the Sub- 
* {cribd Articles. *Calamy's ee p. 469. ** 


i 
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The Revd. Mr. Robinſen hath very ſtrenuouſly argued 
againſt the impoſing humane Phraſes, in a Preface to his 
Plea for the late Accurate and Excellent Mr. Baxter 
in Anſwer to Mr. Lob's inſinuated Charge of Socinianiſm—— 
Which Preface he takes Notice of in the Title-Page, as 
directed to Perſons of all Perſwaſions, to call em from frivolous 
and over-cager Contentions about Words on all Sides, It is 
very well worth any one's peruſing, I ſhall, for the Be- 
nefir of ſuch as may not have met with it, or may have 
forgot it, (ir being publiſhed 1699) tranſcribe ſome Paſ- 
ſages out of it. © Tis hardly ro be conceiv'd, of how 
« pernicious Conſequence this one Thing hath been, the 
making neceſſary what God hath never made ſo— 
© I ſhall confine myſelf ro the Point before us, the inſiſting 
* upon Terms and Phraſes (ſuch as are meerly of humane 
Stamp) as if ſo neceſſary, that Orrhodoxy in the Faith, 
* that Chriſtianity itſelf could not ſubſiſt without them 

As one earneſtly deſirous of the more healthy and 
peaceful State of the Church amongſt us, I will here 
adventure to lay my Hand upon the Contenders of all Deno- 


* © minations, and whether they will hear, or, whether 


they will forbear, I will (at leaſt ſo far as relates to the 
Matter in Hand) interpoſe a few ſerious and healing Ad- 
* vices; diſtinguiſh carefully betwixt ſuch Words or Terms 
*as the Spirit of God has made Uſe of, and ſuch as are of 
* our own deviſin It ſhould be no Matter of De- 
© bate- amongſt Chriſtians, Whether ſcriptural, or other 
* Terms be to be preferrd; the very Words of Scriprure 
being ſacred, as well as the Senſe — As to meerly 
humane Phraſes, or Forms of Speaking, there are none 
(upon any Prerence) fit to be impos d. - How weak 
« would ſuch a Method of Reaſoning as this be; Such a Fa- 
ther, or Such an eminent Reformer us'd ſuch a Word, and 


© therefore he is a Heretick, or a Man of very dangerous 


Principles, that varies from it Yer upon no bet- 
ter Bottom do Multitudes ſuffer the Church's Peace and 
their own Charity to be reaſon d away - - - Surely we 
* ſhould have little Diſpoſition ſo ſucceſſively to cry up, and 
*contend for our reſpective Modes and Forms of Speaking, 
if we did confider . How diſagreeable it is to a *pirit 
«rightly Chriſtian, and that on many Accounts; pres: 

* 1arly, 


Wy N 
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* larly, 1. As it manifeſts too little Veneration for the ſacred 
* Scriptures ; how boldly are theſe impeach'd of Inſuffici- 
* ency, when Words and Phraſes, not to be mer with here, 
are obrruded upon the Church as neceſſary, ſo neceſſary 
* as that without them, rhe moſt important Articles of the 
* Chriſtian Faith can neither be Orthodoxly nor Intelligi- 
* bly expreſs'd. If their Neceſſity be preſs'd upon 
* us, they are ar leaſt equaliz'd with, if nor preferr'd ro 
* choſe of the Divine Spirit. And can any one that has 
© the Spirit of Chriſtianity in him, deliberately agree to 
this, (my Words, my Phraſes are as neceſſary as thoſe 
the Holy Ghoſt has choſen!] He knew not how to con- 
* vey his Senſe ro the World ſo well as I! If any will thus 
* inſolently ſer up themſelves, and traduce the ſacred O- 
* racles of our holy Religion, my Soul, come nor rhou 
* into their Secret! 2. Nor will Chriſtianity ſuffer that 
the Prerogative of Grd ſhould be thus invaded; his ſove- 
* raign Rights are hereby uſurp'd upon : Foraſmuch as 
it is one of his Peculiariries, ro impoſe any thing upon 
the Church as neceſſary. He claims to be the only Law- 
* giver in Reference herero : And who are we, that we 
* ſhould juſtle him out of his Throne, How diſagreeing 
ro the Spirit of Chriſtianiry is it, ro give way to, and 
* countenance ſuch uncharitable Cenſures, [that ſuch an one 
is unſound, Hererical, no Chriſtian ; becauſe he doth nor 
* uſe my Words] How common a Guilt is this ! 
If this Spirit were not fo diſagreeing ro Chriſtianity, 
tis no way fit for to be indulg'd on the Account of thoſe 
* perpetual Quarrels it muſt neceſſarily introduce : Ir would 
* endleſly be conteſted (without the Poſſibility of being 
* ever decided) what particular Phraſes ſhall be admitted 
* as neceſſary.— It would greatly tend ( ſhould ir 
obtain) to diſcourage all Improvements in Knowledge. 
At how much eafier Coſt may Men learn a Ser of Phraſes 
that they do not underſtand, and fave their Pains, and 
their Orthodoxy at once. And, Laſtly, It has not the 
* leaſt Advantage attending it, to compenſate for and ſer 
© againſt all irs miſchievous Effects. That which is com- 
* monly pretended for it, is, that it may be a Security 4. 
* gaiuſt Error, Bur how urterly inſufficient is it for any 
. ſuch Purpoſe; How poſſible, nay, how common a 
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or ,obliging bim to make Oſe of a humane Form 
in Divine Worſhip, as a Teſt of his Opinions, in 
Contradiction to Forms expreſly made Uſe 
of in Scripture ; I muſt have done. 

But however Perſons may be at Liberty to 
reject my Miniſterial Labours-( being put a- 
Way by that People to whom I was related, I 
can have no Pretence to obtrude myſelf as 
a Miniſter upon any other: ) yet this I think 
I may demand of any Chriſtian Society, where 
Providence may caſt my Lot, that I be re- 
ceived to Chriſtian Communion ; This I do 
count, I have a Right to, and let any Man 
refuſe me, meerly upon the Account of my 
not coming up to their Teſt of Orthodoxy in 
theſe Points, as they will anſwer it to our 
Common Lord. * | This was what I wrote - 
| | the 
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Caſe is it, for Perſons to / the ſame Phraſe, and yer 

not mean the ſame Thing. So vain, and ſo pernicious 
does it generally prove, when we leave the Methods God 
has pre{cribd. and will needs prevent or remove the 
Church's Maladies, by Ways and Means of our own de- 


yiſng, 


* © Nothing is ro me more evident, than that all who 
* ſoberly profeſs an Adherence to the Baptiſmal Covenant, 
have a Right to all the Ordinances of Chriſt in any 
„Church, in any Part of the Earth, where their Lot is 
* caſt. Cal. Def, of Nonc. Part 2d. Introd. p. 94. V. & 
p. 29. cit. ſupra. 8 | 
Not making mere Circumftances, nor preſcribed by 
* Chriſt himſelf, the Meaſures and Boundaries of Chri- 


*. 


f (tian Communion,” or any thing elſt that ' Chriſt bath net 


made ſo. How's Living Temple, Part 2. p. 464. 
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the firſt drawing up this Narrative, I have ſince 
met with greater Difficulty in this Matter than I 
expected. Vide Pref. ] e 

I had ſome Thoughts of ſetting down the 
Article as it is in my Confeſſion, and giving 
my Reaſons why I am not fatisfy'd now to 
ſubſcribe to it, as an Article. of my Faith, 
but I ſhall wave this. I do indeed look upon 
it as a Matter of much greater Importance 
(at the preſent Time) than the eſtabliſhing 
any one particular Scheme, to bring Chriſti- 
ans to a mutual Forbearance in their different 
Apprehenſions about theſe Things. 

I have never in my Preaching opposd the 
Common Doctrine, or ſought to introduce a 
different Scheme. All that I have ever ſaid 
in reference to theſe Matters, hath been only 
to preſs this Charitable Forbearance: And this 
I have inſiſted on, (I mean with reſpect to 
this particular Point) but twice only; the 
firſt Time more tranſiently t, and now more 
directly and fully. | -; £0 


— 


* © Tf our Minds be well furniſhed with Humility, 
* Meekneſs, Modeſty, Sinceriry, Love ro God, and his 
* Chriſt, and our Brethren, no otherwiſe diftinguiſh'd 
than by their viſible avowed Relation to him: This 
will conſtitute us ſuch Temples, as whereunto the Bleſ- 
# ſed God will never refuſe his Preſence. And do more 
to keep the Chriſtian Church in a tolerable good State, 
f till rhe mnanywois the Times of Reſtitution come, than 
the moſt fervent Diſputations ever can. Ibid. p. 466. 

f Ir may not be amiſs ro tranſcribe here what was de- 
liver'd at that Time upon this Head, The rather, becauſe 
r & _— 


that was brought ro Remembrance upon this laſt Occa. 
ſion; and One was very pofirive, that I had declar'd in a 
former Sermon, That it was net the Doctrine of Scripture, that 
Chriſt z the moſt High God. He could bring for Evidence his 
whole Family, ro whom he had taken Notice of it in the 
Evening of that Day, having conſulted Mr. Burkit particu- 

ly, and read ſome Paſſages out of his Expoſition, to 
et them right. This might be an Evidence that he took 
me ſo, (tho he never thought fir to ſay a Word of this ro 
me) but whether he had any Reaſon to do ſo, the Reader 
may judge. Indeed when I firſt heard of this, I could 
not eaſily recollect what ſhould lead him to this Miſtake: 
for I was very ſure that I had never faid any ſuch thing, 
and he could nor refer me either to the Time, or to the 
Text I was upon. But at length conſidering with my 
ſelf what it might be that ſhould give Occaſion to this 

iſtake, I thought it could be CS elſe, but what I 

d ſaid for the admitting ſuch for Chriſtians, as might 
not be convinced of rhe Truth of that Doctrine. I look d 
out that Paſſage, and there found that very Term of the 
moſt high God, which ſarisfy'd me, that it muſt be this 
which he miſunderſtood. I have been inform'd that an- 
other Perſon alſo (a Hearer with us) had charg'd the 
ſame Thing upon me. Upon theſe Accounts I do here 
give that Paſſage verbatim. It was a Remark at the Cloſe 
of a Sermon ( Nov. 1717.) upon thoſe Words in Fohn, 
Theſe are written that ye might believe that Feſus the Chriſt, 
the Son of God It was as follows. | 

* I may obſerve upon Occaſion of theſe Words, that ir 
is never ſaid, We muſt believe concerning Jeſus, that 
5 he is the moſt High God, the ſelf- ſame God with the 
Father who ſent him; I mean, This is not requird in 
* order to our being Chriſtians, It is often requir'd, and it 
is given as the diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Chriſtian, that 
a Man believe that Jeſus is the Son of God: But whar- 
* ever we may think to be a neceſſary Conſequence from 
this, that is nor ſufficient Warrant for us, to impoſe that 
* Conſequence, and to make it neceſſary for others. I 
* hope what I may ſay upon this Head may not give Of. 
* fence. It is well known that there are Perſons of Note 
* for Learning, and that have given ſufficienr row of 

| | their 
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As to any thing of a fortn'd Deſigu, a 
Conſpiracy, and I know not what, to oppoſe 
the Doctrine of Chriſt's Deity, as ſome, I 
hear, upon this Occaſion have allow'd them- 
ſelves to talk; I am ſure, I knew nothing 
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* their Sincerity in ſearching the Scripture; who have o- 
* penly declar'd, that they cannot ſee this to be rhe Doc- 
* rrine of Scripture, that Jeſus is the Supreme of Moſt 
High God, of the ſame Subſtance with the Father. There 
have been other Perſons, whom upon all other Accounts 
* we ſhould think ourſelves oblig'd (ia Judgment of Cha- 
* rity) ro look upon, to receive and own as Chriſtians, 
* who cannot be farisfy'd in this Point, Which yet hath 
been generally acknowledg d and profeſs'd among Chri- 
* ſtians, ar leaſt for many Ages paſt. This different Senti- 
ment of others, is no Reaſon for us to call it in Queſtt- 
* on; we muſt go to the Evidence that appears to us from 
the Word of God. Bur all that I obſerve hence, is, that 
whereas the New Teſtament doth require the believing 
* Jeſus ro be the Meffiah, the Son of God; bur hath ne 
where ſaid, that ir is requir'd to our having the Faith 
* 4 Chriſtian, that we believe Jeſus to be the Moſt Hig 
* God, the ſame God with the Father ; we have no War- 
* rant to exclude any from being Chrifttans, who do re- 
* ceive the former Account, tho' they are nor ſatisfy d in 
* the other Doctrine, which we may take to be really the 
* Doctrine of Scriprure. 2 
I added, ] muſt confeſs, I rake it to be a Matter of 
* much grearer Importance, to allow ro Men rhe free Lt- 
* berty of judging for themſelves by the Scriprure, and 
not ro cenſure, or condemn, or unchriſtian any for their 
Notions, any farther than we have Warrant from the 
Word of God; I ſay, I rake this to be of much greater 
Importance, than to be in the Right in any particular 
* Doctrine wharſoever, that is not of Neceſſity to Sal- 
vation. | 
of 
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of it, nor ever heard any thing of it before; 
and do verily believe all ſuch Surmiſe, was 
meerly the Effect of their own diſturb'd Ima- 
gination. | | 

This is that which was call'd a declaring, 
That it is not the Doctrine of Scripture, that 
Chrift is the Moſt High God. 

When Hearers are ready to catch at any 
thing that ſeems to chem to be Heterodox, 
and will take Half-Sentences, and attend 
not to the Drift of the Diſcourſe, a Mini- 
Ker, with all the Caution he is capable of, 
will ever be liable to be miſunderſtood and 
miſrepreſented. | 

Indeed I had not that Clearneſs in my 
own Mind as to inſiſt upon one or the other 
Scheme with entire Satisfaction to my ſelf. 
And I may ſuppoſe, I never ſhall be more 
clear in my Apprehenſion of that Doctrine, 
than I am now clear in this, that Perſons 
may be accepted of God in their different 
Apprehenſions concerning it. 

If Chriſtians were more under the Power 
and Influence of thoſe Truths, which they al 
do believe; there would be leſs of that angry 
Contention, which breeds ſo much Diſtur- 
bance among them, about any particular 
Points of Doctrine which one or another 
may not believe. 
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Have here thrown together 
ſome Thoughts that have oc- 
cur'd to me, in reflecting upon 
the exceſſive Heat of many 
Perſons about Matters of Doc- 
trine: Hoping that they ma 
be of Uſe to give ſome Check to that gal 
Cenſuring and Condemning others for Dif- 
ference in Opinions, which I have oppos'd, 
eſpecially among Diſſenters. I have nor 
brought them into the Method and Order of 
a Set-Diſcourſe. It may be enough, if the 
Thoughts are juſt and agreeable to Truth. 

I would only obſerve to the Reader, that 
the main Things inſiſted on, are, the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs, and Uncharitableneſs, of paiting 
Cenſures upon others without plain Warrant 
from the Word of God; and the Inſignificancy 
of ſuch Cenſures, with reſpect to the Perſons 
themſelves againſt whom they are levelPd.. 
They may perhaps, have ſome Effect upon 
others, to keep them ſteady, Bur the Steadi- 
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neſs, which is promoted by ſuch Methods, I 
look upon as nothing more, than the being 
terriſ) d. from hearing or conlidering any 
thing that is offer'd in Defence of Doctrines, 
which are repreſented to be ſo dangerous. 
In oppoſing this raſh Cenſuring and Un- 
chriſtianing of Men for apprehended Errors 
in Doctrine, I have not carried the Matter ſo 
far as ſome do. Many, I find, are ready to 
charge all whom they think guilty in this 
Reſpect, as Enemies to Toleration, and Abettors 
of Perſecution. I muſt own, in this I think 
they go too far. It is true, when a Man 
hath by the Goſpel- Conſtitution a Right to 
_ Communion, as a Chriſtian, the rejecting 
or excluding him is in itſelf a real Injury, 
and in a Chriſtian Nation 1s very likely to 
be to his Prejudice in worldly ReſpeQs allo : 
So far this may be call'd Perſecution. But 
yet, theſe Two Things may undoubtedly be 
conſiſtent, The judging a Man to be no Chri- 
ſtian, (tho' wrongtully) and the allowing him 
all the Rights that belong to him as a Man, and 
as a Member of Civil Society, This Obſerva- 
tion I make, to do Juſtice to ſome who may 
differ from me in their Notion of the Eſſen- 
tials of Chriſtianity. Yet I would add by 
way of Caution, There is great Danger, leſt 
the former break in upon the latter. You will 
find this repreſented in a very juſt and lively 
Manner in the Revd. Mr. Bromn's laſt 5th of 
Nov. Sermon. p. 19. 
| 6 It | 
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© It muſt be an unuſual Command of a 
Man's Spirit, not to be carried into Rage 
and Hatred againſt thoſe whoſe CharaQer 
looks horrid and odious to us; or to abſtain 
from ſuch Uſage, when we have loaded 
them with hard and cruel Cenſures. Let 
the Experience of all Ages, of all Nations, 
of all Churches, be called in for Evidence, 
The worſt of Men run violently into theſe 
Meaſures, and the beſt of Men are too apt 
to give into them. Once declare a Man an 
Heretick, a Schiſmatick, an Enemy to Truth 
and Religion, out of the Pale of the Church 
and the Favour of God, and it will be a hard 
Matter not to hate him, not to turn him out 
of our Favour. not to think all kind Uſage 
more than he deſerves, or not to be pleaſed 
when he is ill uſed; and how ealy is it, from 
ſuch a Spirit, to proceed ourſelves to concur 
in the Treatment. 5 
See alſo what Mr. Hom ſays to this Purpoſe, 
View of late Conſiderations, &c. p. 11. 

It being too manifeſt, that the ſame con- 
* fident inſulting Genius, which makes a Man 
* think himſelf competent to be a Standard to 
* Mankind, would alſa make him imparient of 
* Diſſent, and tempt him to do worſe, than re- 
proach one that differs from him, if it were 

in his Power. And the Club or Fagot- Argu- 
ments muſt be expected to take Place, where 
what he thinks rational ones did not do the 
Buſineſs. 
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God hath raiſed up in our Time a Noble 
Defender of the Cauſe of Liberty, both Civil 
and Religious: We need not fear but ſo good 
a Cauſe in ſo good a Hand will triumph over 
all Oppoſition. I think it may be ſaid to the 
Honour of the Body of Diſſenters in this Nation, 
that they havealways ſtood up for the former, 


and in theſe later Times, almoſt univerſally 


for the latter. It is not to be deny'd, but there 
hath been among them, as well as among o- 
thers, ſome what of the Spirit of Perſecution, 
that worſt Part of Popery, as the late Bp. of Sa. 
lisbary calls it. But now, I hope, they are ge- 
erally come off from it, and few, if any among 
them, will avow the puniſhing a Man, or de. 
priving him of any of his Civil Rights, upon 
the Account of his Notions or Practices in Re- 
ligion, provided they be conſiſtent with his be- 
ing a good and peaceable Subject“. 

| But 


. 


The maintaining this Principle (as they have indeed 
made a publick Declaration of it. Vide Diſſenters Addreſs, 
March 4. 1716.) gives them a juſt Title ro the lame Treat- 
ment from others, notwithſtanding any Differences among 
themſelves, with relation to Orthodoxy or Church-Com- 
munion. Such Differences among them (provided they 
adhere to the foreſaid Principle) can with no more Ju- 
{tice be made a Pretence for debarring.them of the com- 
mon Rights and Privileges of Subjects, than any Diffe- 
rences among ſeveral Sects of Philolophers. Theſe will 
not make any Manner of Diſturbance. in the State, nor 
hinder, but that all might agree in the conmon Intereſt 
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But it is too viſible (and therefore I need 
not make any Apology for taking Notice of 
it) that there is a Remainder of that Biggtry 
and Narrowneſs of Spirit, which is a Diſhonour 
to the Goſpel, as well as deſtructive of Peace 
and Charity ameng Chriſtians. They are not 
for puniſhing, a Man who differs from them; 
but there are ſome who will be for excluding 
a Man from Chriſtian Communion, or for 
Cenſuring him as an. Heretick, when be doch 
not agree with them in ſame particular Points 
of Doctrine; however in all other Reſpects, 
he may be allow'd, even by themſelves, to 
have as fair a Claim as any, to the Title and 
CharaQer of a Chriſtian, N ; 

It is true, they call choſe Points Fandamen- 
tal, and conſequently look upon one that doth 
not receive them, or that holds Opinions con- 
trary to them, as really zo Chriſtian ; no Won- 
der then they cannot receive and own him as 
ſuch. 

But this is the Thing we complain of, 
that they will take upon them to pronounce 
Doctrines Fundamental, which the Scripture 
hath not made ſo; and paſs their Cenſures 
upon all, wha do not come up to the Stan- 


2 
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of the Nation and Government. [I made this Remark, to 
prevent any ill Uſe that might be made of the Freedom I take, 
in blaming them for their too great Narromneſs (as I appre. 
lend) with reſpe# to Religious Matters. | 


dard 
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dard which they have been pleas'd to make to 
themſelves. | 

I am ſorry to find it ſo; but T muſt confeſs, 
I ſee there are High Flers among us as well as 
in the Church. I reckon all thoſe to deſerve 
that Name, who are for Condemning as He- 
reticks, or for excluding from the Church of 
Chriſt, 'any that differ from them in ſuch or 
ſuch particular Points (be the Points in them- 
ſelves what they will) provided they cannot 
make it appear that the Scripture hath made 
ſuch particular Points of Doctrine neceſſary to 
be believ! dd. Pe ab rig 

What is It to me, whether I am damn'd as 
a Schiſmaticks or damn'd as an Heretick? The 
High. flying Church Man damns me under one 
Character, the High-Fher in Orthodoxy under 
the other. Or to put it in ſofter Terms, What 
matters it, whether I am excluded from Chri- 
ſtian Communion and from the Covenant» 
Mercies of God, for Want of what the one 
calls the true Chriſtian Baptiſm, and the Bap- 
tiſmal Spirit; or for Want of what the other 


: — 


* © Tho? the Scriprure is plain, that whoſoever believerh 
not in Chrift (reyeal'd to them) ſhall be condemn'd, yet 
it neither is ſo, nor warrants our being ſo, as to all o- 
ther Truths; till it can be made appear that they are 
of equal Neceſſity with this —— I muſt confeſs, I 


Saviour, and the Belief of ſome particular Doctrines 
which he hath reveal'd ; of which I am apt to make an 
Eſtimate, from the Influence they re ſpectively have up- 
on Practice. Cal. Def. of Nonconf. Part 2. p. 268. 
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calls the true Chriſtian Orthodox Faith? As far 
as ſuch Treatment may juſtly move Indigna- 
tion, ſurely I have as much Cauſe to be angry 
with a Man who condemns me for an Here» 
tick, as with another who condemns me for 

a Schiſmatick, Nay the former is generally 
reckon'd the more odious Name of the two: 
And provided this Charge be unjuſt, (which! 
now ſuppoſe) is not the Injury the fame, and 
the one as much guilty of the Breach of Cha- 
rity as the other ? | 

Will the Orthodox Man ſay? It is not 

* for Want of Love to any that he condemns 
them, tis his Zeal for Truth, and againſt 
Error that obliges him to it: As for their 

© Perſons, he heartily wiſhes well to them, 
and deſires that they may come to the Know- 

© ledge of the Truth and be ſaved?” Will 
not the High- Church. Man ſay the like, while 4 
he is damning all Diſſeaters as Schiſmaticks? 1 
No doubt he will ſay, He ſhould be heartily 1 
« glad, if thoſe who are now going aſtray like 
© loſt Sheep, would return to the Boſom of ; 
the Church, that ſo they might be brought 's 

© into a State of Salvation? And I make no 
Queltion, but there have been ſome very ſeri- 
ous in this, who through Prejudice have had 
ſuch hard Thoughts of thoſe, whom they 
have accounted Schiſmaticks and Fanaticks., Yet 
notwithſtanding ſuch Profeſſions, yea, ard 
ſuppoſing the Sincerity of them, Oiſſenters have 
always accounted of ſuch Mea as being high- 
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ly uncharitable. And the greateſt Men in ths 
Church have brought the ſame Charge againſt 
Papiſts, for treating all Proteſtants after that 
Manner; tho' we may ſuppoſe, that there are 
ſome among them alſo, who do fincerely de- 
fire the Converſion of Hereticks. If there be 
any Spark of Humanity, thoſe of them who 
do really believe, that in their Church only 
Salvation is to be had, cannot but wiſh that 
all might come into it. Both High- Church 
and Papiſts have as good Pretence to Charity 
in all their Ceoſures, or rather I might ſay, 
have the ſame Anſwer to the Charge of Un- 
charitableneſs. | 
The Truth is, the Principles of all theſe, the 
bizotted Orthodox-Man, the High-Church-Man, 
and the Papiſt, are, as I may fay, in them. 
ſelves, or 1n'their own Nature, uncharitable. 
The Perſons may be, each of them, as chari- 
table in their Temper and Diſpolition, as their 
Principles will let them be. Nor do I ſay, 
but that the Principles of the one, may let 
their Charity reach farther, than the Frin- 
ciples of the other : But they do all in ſome 
Degree break in upon Chriſtian Charity. For, 
on the one Hand, theſe Prejudices of theirs do 
exclude ſome from being Objects of brotherly 
Love, who really have a Right to it; theſe 
Perſons can't own ſuch for Brethren, they 
look upon them as Reprobates, whom yet 
Chriſt owns; they exclude from Communion 
of Saints, ſuch as Chriſt will receive 2980 
ed- 
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Heaven, On the other Hand, That Charity 
which thinkech no Evil, which believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, will diſpoſe to make 
all Allowances, and to judge as favourably as 
may be of others, in every Caſe. 
But ſays the angry Zealot, * What is there 
* no judging concerning Men, as being in the 
Way of Deſtruction, or declaring ſuch 
© Judgment, without Breach of Charity? 
* Doth not the Scripture itſelf pronounce con- 
© cerning Men, in ſuch and ſuch Caſes, that 
© they ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven? This is the Point I would bring 
it to, I am very well content, that the Matter 
ſhould be decided by Scripture ; this is what 
I have pleaded for, Let no Man paſs Cenſare 
upon another, farther than he hath plain Warrant 
from the Word of God. | 
It will be ſaid, Who among Proteſtants 
© will refuſe this? And while every one 
* thinks he 1s authorized by Scripture; or at 
© leaſt, that his Cenſures are agrecable to it, 
© we are but where we were. I think in- 
deed, no Proteſtant can have the Face to re- 
fuſe this, to make Scripture the only Judge in 
theſe Cafes: But J fear this is not duly conſi- 
der'd. I can't but think it would give ſome 
Check to this Cenſorious Spirit, if Men would 
but ſeriouſly put the Queſtion to themlelves, 
* What Warrant have I from Scripture to 
* pronounce ſuch Opinion a damnable Hereſy, 
* or to pals Judgment cancerning any one 
1 5 * who 
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© who holds it, that he hath not the Faith 
© of a Chriſtian?” If they would but firlt 
demand it of themſelves, to make it clear 
and evident from the Word of God, before 
they proceed to their Cenſure; remembring, 
that if, upon a raſh haſty Preſumption the 
form any uncharitable Concluſions, they mu 
anſwer to God for their unjuſt Treatment of 
their Fellow-Chriſtians, and for all the Con- 
ſequences of their raſh Cenſures. 
But here is the Miſchief (and it muſt be 
own d, this is too common among all Parties) 
Men are apt to lay mighty Streſs upon ſome 
particular Notions or Articles of Faith, or 
upon particular Modes of Worſhip ; they 
ſettle it in their Minds, that this or that is 
eſſential to Religion: then, no Man can be a 
Chriſtian, who doth not agree with them in 
theſe Things, however he may appear in 0- 
ther Reſpetts to have all the Marks of a Fol. 
lower of Chriſt. And being poſleſsd of the 
Notion, that theſe Things are eſſential, fun- 
damental, and the like; they are under a ſort 
of Dread of hearing any Thing ſpoken a- 
gainſt them ; cannot bear ſo much as to have 
that Prejudice of their's call'd in queſtion, 
And when once a Man is come to this 
(which I take to be the very Eſſence of Bzyorry) 
he is as it were an impregnable Fort, there 
is no coming at him, Far how can you 
deal with a Man in order to convince him, 
when he looks upon- it as a Crime or to 
574 bh 0 £ var 
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hear what you have to ſay to him. Truly 
T ſee no Remedy in ſuch Caſe, we muſt be 
content to leave him to his Prejudice. But 
if there be any Paſſage to his Mind, any 
Way of Entrance, one would think it were 
eaſy to convince a Man, that ſuch Bigotry is 
as diſparaging to the Profeſſion of a Chriſtian, 
as it is debaſing to the Reaſon of Man. 
Freedom of Examination muſt appear reaſo- 
nable to every Man, unleſs he can think it 
reaſonable to embrace an Opinion, and is re- 
ſolved to hold it, whether it be true or not. 
To me nothing can appear more ridiculous 
and nonſenſical, than that, which ſome would 
value themſelves upon, and do efteem as a 
commendable Steadineſs and Conſtancy in 
adhering to the right Way, viz. The being re- 
ſolved not to hear any thing that may ſeem to 
oppoſe what they have once reteiv'd, Why do 
they receive it, 15 it nor becauſe they think 
it to be true? And why do they judge it to 
be true, is it not becauſe they have Reaſon 
to judge ſo? If that Reaſon be good and 
appear to be ſo, they may ſtill Hold their, 
Opinion; and with ſo much more Satisfaction, 
as they have ſeen the Reaſon to be good upon 
ſtrict Examination, and the Truth eſtabliſhed 
by it, to ſtand its Ground againſt all Oppofi- 
tion. If upon Search they find they were 
miſtaken ; then indeed they muſt change their 
Minds: Very well; but is it not becauſe they 
ſee it reaſonable to do fo ? And doubtleſs will 
7-9 have 


have the fame Satisfaction, yea much more 
rational Satisfaction, in embracing the con- 
trary, than they could have, in adhering to 
their former Opinion, meerly becauſe they 
were reſolved to keep it. * , Res 
And truly upon this Principle of always ad- 
hering to what we have once received, and 
making a Matter of Conſcience of hearing any 
thing to the contrary, for fear of being per- 
verted, a Man mult unavoidably for ever retain 
what he hath once been taught to look upon 
as a neceſſary, Paint of Religion. A Principle, 
which, if it had been purſu'd, muſt neceſſarily 
have -precluded Chriſtianity from ever mak- 
ing its Entrance in the World, [ but of this 
before. 95 

-- He muſt be a declared Enemy to Reaſon, 
who declares againſt free Examination in any 
Matrer whatſoever. ( Nay, the greater the 
Importance of the Matter, the more reaſon- 
able a free Examination.) Of all Men this 
were moſt unbecoming Chriſtians, whoſe Re- 
ligion was brought into the World upon this 
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What is here ſaid gives no Manner of Encourage- 
ment to a Sceprical Diſpoſition, a Fickleneſs and Incon- 
ſtancy, and perpetual wavering of Mind, which St. Paul 
condemns, Eph. iv. 14. It doth not follow, that becauſe 
a Man ſhould examine, he muſt never come to a Satisfac- 
tion: Indeed this is the End of Examination. Theſe two 
are very well conſiſtent, the proving all things, and the 
bolding jaſt that which is good: : 
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Principle; and expreſly recommends it as 
ewing a truly noble Spirit. And of all that 
are called Chriſtians, it were moſt uabecom- 
ing Proteſtants-: And of all among Prote- 
ſtants, moſt unbecoming thoſe. who profeſs to 
diſſent from a National Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
Yet I believe never was there more of this 
Bigotry, never any thing like unto what hath 
been ſeen among ne that har been called 
Chriſtians. 
I ſhall be allow'd to ſpeak frealy of the Bi- 
gotry of Papiſts; but perhaps ſome will. be 
angry, if I ſhould charge any with it among 
Proteſtants, and among Piſſenters, If it were 
a Secret, I would be one of the laſt that 
ſhould divulge it: And if there be nothing of 
this among them, they will not, it's hop'd, be 
angry with me, or any other, for ſpeaking a- 
ainſt it, ſince: they are free from it, and the 
Thing itſelf is what they all agree to con- 
demn. 

A Zeal for the Church, a Zeal for Sound- 
neſs and Orthodoxy in Points of Religion, this 
none can find Fault with; I ix good always to 
be zealous in 4 200d Thing. Undoubtedly. But 
we have heard of a Zeal for God, not accord- 
ing to Knowledge : We have heard of a Zeal 
in killing the faithful Servants of God to do him 
Service: We have ſeen in our Day, a Zeal 
for the Church, which hath exerted itſelf in 
doing all Kinds of Injury to their Neighbours 
that lived quietly by them. There is a * 

or 
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for Orthodoxy, which, if it hath not prompt- 
ed Men to invent Lies for the better Advan- 
tage of recommending Goſpel- Truth; yet hath 
diſpoſed Men to miſtepreſent or mifunder- 
ſtand, and made others teady to take up the 
Report, and very induſtrious in ſpreading a- 
broad ſuch Mifrepreſentations- To be th 
zealous in a good Thing, # not good. pea 
A Zeal, that carries Men to exclude and 
condemn thbdſe whom Chriſt receives, and 
whom he would have us receive, let it be 
called a Zea} for God, a Zeal for the Honour 
of Chriſt, a Zeal for the Good and Order of 
the Church, a Zeal for Truth, for Orthodoxy 
and Soundneſs in the Faith; I think I may 
maintain it, let Men put what Colours the 
will vpon it, and give it never ſo honourable 
Titles, it is a Zeal not according to Knows 
ledge, it is a blind Teal, and will ever do 
more Miſchief in the Church than it can do 
Service. | | „ f 
For, in Truth, it is not ſo much the af 
fering in Judement, tho' in great Matters; as 
the excluding, and cenſuring, and damning 
thoſe who differ, that is the main Cauſe of 
Heats and Contentions, and Heart-burnings 
among Chriſtians. Might every Man have 
free Liberty to judge for himſelf, to profeſs, 
as Occalion may require, his own Judgment, 
and Chriſtians would bear with one another 
herein, they might live in Love and Peace 
in the midſt of all their Differences. o_ 
55 while 
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while one Party is charging the other with 
damnable Schiſm, damnable Errors, &c. there 
can be no Peace, no brotherly Love. What 
Peace? Will the one ſay to the other, while 
he thinks the other an Enemy to God and 
Chriſt, and in the Way of Deſtrution. What 
Communion between Light and Darkneſs ? What 
Fellonſhip hath Chriſt with Belial? + 5 
Buc what ! Muſt we for Peace Sake receive 
Hereticks into the Church, or give Counte- 
nance to damnable Errors, and ſuffer the 
Minds of the People to be poyſoned with 
pernicious Doctrines? If any Man be con. 
victed of being an Heretick, let him be reject- 
ed in God's Name, and not be received 'till 
he repent him of his wicked Error. And let 
Miniſters be diligent to maintain uncorrupt 
Doctrine. | 2 8 
No doubt all this is very right. But let 
Men conſider well, before they come to a 
Sentence againſt any, that they may be ſure 
to pals righteous Judgment. | 
he Scripture indeed ſpeaks of damnalle Hee 
reſies. The Queſtion, in ſhort, will be, What 
15 damnable Hereſy, and who is an Heretick ? 
Certainly we are not left at Liberty to pro- 
nounce every Thing Hereſy, that we appre- 
hend to be contrary to the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture; Then, for ought I know, might every 
Maa call each other Heretich, _ 12 
I believe it will be found, that the Hereſies 
ſpoken of in Scripture, were properly Errors 
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of the Wicked, 2 Pet. ili. 19, *: And the He: 
reticks there taken Notice of, were ſuch as 
brought in Dottrines of Licentiouſneſs, fet- 
ing up for a Party, in direct Oppoſition to the 


_ Apoſtles J, viſibly for worldly Ends. [ Vide 


Pet. ii. Jude*s Ep. 2 Tim. ii. 16. 1 Tim. vi. F.] 
And as theſe Hereticks could not but know, 
that they had not received their Doctrines 
from the Apoſtles of Chriſt, but broach'd 
them of their own Heads for carnal Purpo- 
ſes ; they mult be /e/f-condemn?d. Tit. iii. 11. 


And ſuch as Titus, who knew ſo perfectly tlie 


Doctrine of the Apoſtles (not to mention the 
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I mean where Hereſy hath reſpect to falſe Doctrines, 
for ſometimes it may perhaps intend no more than Schiſm, 
or the making of Parties and Factions, as 1 Tor. 11. 19. 

f Such they appear to have. been in the primitive 
Times, openly rejecting the Authority of the Apoſtles 
and their Writings. Vide Bull. .Fudic. Eccleſ. Sc. p. 54. 
* Yerum illud porro notandum eſt, Gnoſticos, qui maxi- 
* me in prima Apoſtolorum Ae&z3 hæreſes ſuas difſemina- 
* rynt pleroſque omnes eo arrogantiz atque impudentiæ 
* perveniſſe, ut jactitarent, purum & ſincerum Evangeli- 


© um, in ſuis. tantùm conventiculis doceri, ſe ſolos Dei 


* myſteria veramgue ſalutis obrinendz rationem inveniſſe 
& ſciviſſe : Illam ver» doctrinam, quam ab Apoſtolis 
© rraditam Eccleſia Carholica acceperat atque amplexa 
erat, falfam in pleriſque atq; adulterinam fuiſſe, fic enim 
: de Hereticis iſtis ſcribit Iren. 1. 3. c. 2. Cum ex ſcriptu- 
Iris arguuntur, in accuſationem convertuntur ipſarum 
©Scripturarum, quaſi non rectèe habeant neque ſint ex 
* authorirare — dicentes ſe, non ſolum presbyreris fed 


etiam Apoſtolis exiſtentes ſapientiores, ſinceram inve- 


6 niſſe vericatem _ 1 Apoſtolos autem admiſcuifſe ca que 
{ ſunt legalia, ſalvatoris verbis. | 


extra- 


- a R A has ”y " * I * 
9 82 „ 93 1 7 ? - , y * 1 . * e - : wy * 
. * - * 8 : c 


Mr. MTI Dowkitns. 121 
erttaerbinary Gifts of: the Spirit) were crr. 


hence we find Hereſies reckon'd among the 
Works of the Fleſh, Gul. v. 20. 
What Parallel between theſe, and 4 flicks 
do in our Days receive the New Teſtgmenr 
as a Divine Revelation, and are enquiriny 
into che Mind of Chriſt in it, withour by 
Regard” to worldly Intereſt, and de pay a 
fincere Obedience to it, as far as they have 
attain'd to che Knowledge of it: What 
Foundation, what Pretence for applying to 
theſe latter what is Jag in the New Teſta- 
ment againſt the former 
Yet this Many do — Seruple; (I 
had almoſt faid without Pear or Wit.) Thoſe 
Texts particularly, 2 Pet; ii. 1. Jade ver. 4. 
are often preſsd to ſuch Service: As if 
theſe were directly intended of ſuch, as do 
not own Jeſus Chriſt to be the only living 
and true God, of the fame Subſtance with 
the Father. 
In the former of theſe Texts it is far from 
being certain, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
ſpoken of;* in the latter, they would put 
this Conſtruction upon the Words, denying 
the only Lord God, even our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is groundlefs, at leaſt far from 


being dererminately the Defign of the Words. 
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ory in loc. 


tain that 15 Men were ſelf.condemnid. And 
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Nay, and were it ſon the Text would come 
ſhorc of what they would prove by it. For, 
after all, it is not ſaid, that this was one 0 
thoſe damnable Hereſies which atheſe Men 
ſhould: bring in, The dening Jeſus Chee the - 
Saviour to be the aniy _ God - that 
can be made of it, allowing that Conltruc- 
tion, w be only this; That theſe ungodly 
Men, Who turned the Grace of, God into 
Laſciviouſneſs, did deny the Lord aſus Chriſt 
who & the only Lord: God. An how they 
denyd him, is to be — in the Account 
| think given of Shak; And F there we 


122 


Were. 
Loet theſe Paſſages of STALE . have 
had the Confidence to apply to Perſons, who 
have given, perhaps, as good Evidence of a 
fincere Regard to their Saviour, as they them- 
ſelves can pretend to have done. Some have 
not feared, upon ſueh ſlight Foundation, to 
rank them among the wileſt of Men, (Such it 
appears, thoſe Hereticks were, from the De- 
ſcription given of them in theſe Epiltles,) in 
Defiance of all the Evidence that can be given 
to Men of living Faith in Chriſt, and unfeigned 
Obedience to the Goſpel. Every. thing of this 
Nature, in them, ſhall be reckon'd no other 
than Counterfeit Hypocriſy, no. real. Fruit of 
the Spirit ( for they will not ſuppoſe, I pre- 
(ure; that one guilty of damnable Hereſy 
| hath the Spirit of God: ). But whence 8 
th this 
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this ſevere Cenſure, in Contradiction to the 


moſt ſubſtantial Proofs, that can be requir'd, 
of a Man's Sincerity ? This one thing is e- 
nough to overthrow the utmoſt that might 


be alleg'd in his Favour, he hath not the 


right Faith, and conſequently cannot have the 


Spirit of Chriſt. 


I am ſure the Goſpel diſpoſes Chriſflans, to 


entertain the moſt favourable Thoughts of 
others. If any will take upon them to judge 
a Man an Hypoerite, (ſo far an Hypocrite, as 
not to have ſincere Love to God, and true 
Holinefs,) if they will look upon him as one 


rejected of God, and an Enemy to God, meerly 


for a different Opinion in ſome Point of Doc- 
trine; when-he gives all rea ſonable Proof of 
an impartial Enquiry into the Mind of God. 
in his Word; (it may be much greater Proo 
of this, than many of thoſe who are ſo free 
to cenſure him; ) when he appears alſo in his 
Converſation to be a Follower of Chriſt; to 
ny his Goſpel; to be led by the Spirit of 
; when there is /uch Appearance of this, 
as we ſhould think ourſelves bound to ac- 
quieſcèe in, were it not for this Notion he 


hath receiv'd; ſach as we do acquieſce in 


with reſpe& to others: I may affirm it, for 
any to paſs Sentence upon ſuch Perſon, meerly 
upon the Account of ſome Opinions he may 
have. in Matters of Doctrine, without very 
clear Evidence from the Word of God, that 
ſych Opinions are | inconſiſtent with ſaving 
8 Q 2 Faith; 
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Falth; This is Raſhneſt in jadgingy which v ak 


cannot anſwer for to God or Man. 

Io ſum up the Matter. The Foiot now. 
_— Conſideration, is, the Proof or Evi- 
dence of a Man's being an Heretic, We 
ard agreed; I preſume, that this is to be. 
determined only by the Word of God, There, 
ſors 1 40 juſtly demand this, Make ir appear, 
that the Word - God, hath declared, if not in 
expreſs. Words, yet at leaſt by neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, that this or that Error is damnable 
Hereſy, Then may your Cenſure be of ſome 
Force. Without this, the citing Texts about 
Hereſy is but talking at random. Every 
Sect or Party may throw out theſa; as 
ſome of all Sides have been apt to, againſt 
ſuch. -ag-differ'd from them. 

But. after all, Men will differ in their 
Apprehenſion of what may be get. He- 
reſy according to ne Very likely. I 
ice no Remedy as to this, but to do what 
we can to convince them of their Miſtake. 
when we judge they, are miſtaken; and to 
make them ſenſible of the dangerous Conle- 
22 of a raſh Judgment 1 in ſuch a Matter 
as . 84 4 | 

Tbere is @ ſhort Rule propoſed. by ſome, 
which would: make this Matter very eaſy, 
if Chriſtians could be ſatisfy d with 7 and 
that is, Io receive every, Man as 4. Chriſtian, 
who mates 4 credible; Ps ee of believing in 
| 2 and of — the Scripture 4 4 705 
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felt infallible Rule of Faith and Manners *. But 
many ſtart back at ſuch .a Propoſal as this. 

would only. ſuggeſt this one thing ; it is 
univerſally allowed, and maintain'd by Proces 
ffams, that the Scripture is ſufficiently plain 
in all. Matters of Neceſſuy to Salvation; if io, 
that cannot. be neceſſary which doth not ap- 

ar to be the DoQtrigne of Scripture, to 2 
2 honeſt. Enguirer. . And why ſhould we 
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* © Tr is of great Importance that we err not, by giving 
* too little ro the ſacred Scriprure — [this they do] who 
deny it to be intelligible and perfect, as to its 
proper Uſe, without humane Supplements. Theſe be- 
friend Church- Dram. leaving it ro Clergy-men 
to make us a new Faith, new Sacraments, a new Religion at 
their Pleaſure, and to perſecure good Men who dare not 
* renounce the Scriprure's Sufficiency and Chriſt's Perfection, 
© by obeying their Dictates and- Canons as co-ordinate 
* with Chriſt, if not co-equal. "Theſe make Charch- 
Concord utterly impoſſible, while they deny the Suffici- 
© ency, not only of the Eſſentials, but of all the Bible, ro be 
the Terms of Concord, without their Supplements or Addi- 
tions: As if Cheiſt, who is the Author and Finiſher of 
* our Faith, and the Maker of his own Church, had not 
*: fo much as told us, what a Church, or a Chriſtian is, or 
whom we muſt take for ſuch into our Love and Com- 
* munion ; nor fixed the neceffary Terms of Union, bur 
left them to none knoweth who, even fallible Men, li- 
* able ro Error and Tyranny, that can but ger uppermoſt, 
and ſay then, rhat they are the true Church, and rhe Maſtery 
that muſt be obeyed ; while they are themſelves of ag 
* many Minds as they are of different Countries, Intereſts, 
* and Degrees of Knowledge and Sincerity, Mr. Dexter 3 


2 Pref, to Paraph. on rhe New Tekamenr. 
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judge any Perſon, © whoſe Honeſty we can- 
not have the Face to make any Queſtion 
of in other Matters, inſincere in maki og 
ſoch a Profeſſion as this. Chrift hath aid, 
1 


e nt, that ye. be not judged. IIthink a 
an had need be very certain, that it is ne- 
- cefſary to Salvation to underſtand the Scrip- 
rures in his Sexſe, before he takes it as a 
ſufficient Warrant for judging another not 
fincere in ſearching the Scriptures, that he 
th not under ſtand them as himſelf doth *, 


E +-1® : 


* "Y „ 2 9 . 9 . * 
* 


FTbere is ſtill a further Appearance of great Carna- 
* liry, L in religious Contention ] when any do adventure to 
judge of the Conſciences and States of them whom they oppoſe, 
© or from whom they differ. When they aſcend the Tribunal, 
* uſurp the Throne, paſs Sentence upon them as Men of no 
* Conſcience, or of no Sincerity or Uprightneſs of Heart with 
Gad. As if theirs were to be the univerſal Conſcience, the 
Meaſure of all Conſciences; and he that cannot be go- 
* vern'd, by their Coufcience muſt have none at all: Or 
he he ſtark. blind towards Truth, towards God, or to- 
«* wards himſelf, that ſees not every thing they ſee, or fancy 
* themſelves to fee. , This is a moſt high Uſurpation upom 
the Divine Prerogative; and how can an inſenfbly ſlide 
into ſuch an Evil as this, in the Face of ſo plain and ſo 
* awful a Text of Scripture, that ſo ſeverely animadverts 
upon it,? Thar 14th Rom, in ſundry Verſes of it. With: 
what Reverence and Dread ſhould ir ſtrike a Man's Soul 
© in ſuch a Caſe! When we have the Rights of the Re- 
* deemer aſſerted in thoſe whom be hath bought with his 
* Blood» And axe told, that for this End Chriſt both died 
* and roſe, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead 
e (vis, Ver. 9g. Who art thou that judgeſt another s 
9 g Da ere 
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If we cannot prevent ſuch Cenſure, ang | 


are ſo unhappy as to fall under it, we myſt 
bear it, as other Injuries, with Chriſtian 
Patience. He muſt be, a very weak Chri- 
ſtian, who can think that ſuch Cenſures Wi 
in the leaſt affect his eternal, State, let then 
be paſs'd in never ſo ſolemn a Manner, Nor 
need they give him any Uneaſineſs, or Doubr- 
ings of Mind, as to his Acceptance with 
God, while he is conſcious of his own Sin- 
cerity in following Chriſt. 


< 


The Goſpel is the Rule of my Faith, and 
it is the Foundation of my Hope. As on the 
oge hand, if never ſo many Men tell me; 
This is a Truth revealed by God, I Fall 
not think my ſelf obliged to receive it as 
ſach, 'till they bring me to 'ſee it in the 
Scripture : So, if they tell me I am 92 
damnable State, it ſhall not move me While 
I have the Scripture before me, and um 
ſatisfy'd in my own Mind, from. what Chriſt 
hath declared in his Word, that I am in 


* — — — ä 


— — — I 


* 41 
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« Servant e muſt all ſtand before the Judgment. ſeat 
« of Chriſt. — Perhaps the Matter diſputed about may be 
« doubtful, but there is no doubt concerning this incommuni- 
« cable Authority of our Lord Chriſt, or concerning his Law 


« againſt ſuch judging, Mat. vii. 1. and to run into certain 


Sin in a furious chafing of uncertain Error! What Cow 
ſidetation? What Tenderneſs of offending, of affronting 


« him, and of bazarding our own Souls is there in all this? 


1 


« How's Carnality of relig. Content. p. 66. 
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the Way of Stk, Who Word 7000 7 
23 55 „ or May's? If Chriſt ay, that 
Will hg © caſt me out, if 1 code to bim, 
od I Jo come to him, according to wha 
perceive to be the plain Hirections of his 
ord ; ſhall 1 T quettion his Veracity, his 
Fauhfulneſs, becauſe others tell me, chat he 
will pot fave any, but uch as have the 
fame Notions of im as they H have? Chriſt 
Path ſaid, I am the Light » 's the World ; 
** that  followeth me il 87 5 t in Darkneſs, 
ut (þ 


| T the, Light of Life, So long as 1 
25 the chf of of m own. Conſcience, 
| ws is ny, Deſire to | fo 


ow him, and tit 
I do follow him *, 1 ſhould be eile 
of an unworthy, Dir of m Saviour, 1 
I Would fear, o r. {uf K. e leaves me 
to Walk in Darkneſs, ſuch 72 * as is in- 

ſiſtent with the Light f 

. TIf-I_caanot reſt here, there > no Reft for 
my. Soul; if my Hope muſt be regulated by 
the different Apprehenſions of Men, as to 


hat they may judge neceſſary to 1 
10 know not x wher 1 l Hin, or 1 


* 
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* *#.Some perhaps will tell ne, hs Ls, the Lean- 
| aacbe/ſncere in this. T y may judge as they pleaſe, and 
perſwade others a0 x to be of their Mind; but I hope 
| they will nor expect, that I myſelf ſnould have mote Re- 
gard to the Cenfure of another, in Judging my Heart, 
_=_ ro the 1 of my own Conſcience, 


Ir\ 


am 
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am ſaſe. One Party. tells me, I muſt be- 
rine, or I can never 


lieve this, or that Doctrine, or 
obtain Salvation: Anothet, it may be, tells 
me, I muſt believe the quite contrary, and 
that under the ſame Penalty. Fligb- Chareß 
pronounces me to be in a dewnable Schiſm 
becauſe I ſeperate from their Church: Should 
I come over to them, the Papiſt ſays, I am 
never the better, being ſtill out of the Ce- 
tholick Church, and condemn'd by the only 
true Church as an Heretict. But what 15 
this to me, or what, any Man will ſay? 
It can have no Influence, upon me (I am 
ſure it ought not) while I have the Goſ- 
pel, and do build my Hope, upon what 
appears to me to be required by Chriſt. 
The Opinion or Cenſure of one or a- 
nother, of a leſſer or greater Number of 
Men, in this Caſe is all one. | 

1 deny not, but the Judgment of wiſe 
and good Men may be of ſome Weight, 
ſo as to excite Caution. Bur if their Des 
termination be contrary to what appears to 
me to be the Determination of the Word of 
God, it ought. not to be of any Force with 
me. For this were plainly to ſet up their 
Juogment againſt the Judgment of God. Beſides 
that, wiſe and good Men may be of different 
Judgments, how then can I have any Depen- 
dance upon this? 


: 1 Thoſe 


apts 
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ad Hoc 7 : 
F "Thoſe who will ſcarce take ie well, that 
their Cenſure ſhould be no more regarded, 
will yer ac upon the ſame Prindipſe with 
ON to others ho may 'condemn them, 
and are as forward in ſhewing a Contempt 
of ſuch Condemnation. What Proreſt ant is 
affected or concern'd at the Pope's Anathe- 
ma's? What honeſt Diſſexter values the De- 
nunciations of a bigotted High- hing Clergy- 
man? Both think they are in the right to 
deſpiſe theſe. Let not the Proteſtant, let 
not the Diſſenter then be angry, if I in like 


Manner deſpiſe their Cenſure, when they 


think fit to call me Heretick ; while I am 
conſcious to myſelf, that IJ am ready to re- 
ceive the Truth, and do embrace it as far 


as I have attain'd to underſtand the Scrip- 


ture, and am ſatisfy'd in the mean Time, 
from the plain Declarations of the Word of 
'Ged, that I am in the Way of Life which 
Chriſt hath ſet before Men. 


Will they ſay. They have much more 


© Reafon to paſs ſuch Sentence upon me, 


than thoſe have who condemn tbem? 
But do not thoſe alſo who condemn them, 


think that they have juſt Reaſon to do ſo, 
at leaſt pretend to think ſo, and if they are 
ſerious, undoubtedly do think ſo? But doth 
this give them Diſturbance ? No. They will 


- 


ſay, They have no Reaſon to be d:\tur- 
bed at it.“ Why? * Becauſe they are fa- 
"C0 4 N Atisty'd 
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„ tisfy'd in their .own Minds that thoſe Cen- 
ſures are unjuſt,” Let me have the ſame Privi- 
lege; let the ſame Anſwer ſerve for me. Why 
ſhould they expect, that I ſhould be. more 
concern d at the Sentence they ſhall think fit 
to paſs upon me, in Contradiction to my 
own Judgment from the Word of God, than 
they themſelves are at the hard "Thoughts 
and ſevere. Cenſures that others may paſs 
upon them? 5 


4 


- NV 0 0 5 \ 
The Denunciations of... Scripture will be 


regarded by all who. do acknowledge. it to 
be the. Word of God ; but the Application of 
ſuch Denunciations by fallible Men, can be 
of Force no farther than as any are convin- 
ced that they are juſtly apply*d. _ Becauſe 
the - Apoſtles, Who gave ſuch abundant Evi- 
dence of their being directed by an infallible 


Spirit, did with Authority denounce the Judg- 


ment of God againſt Apoſtates and Here- 
ticks ; ſhall weak fallible Men take upon 
them to do the like againſt thoſe, who.can- 
not in ſome Things agree to their Interpre- 
tation of the Apoſtles Doctrine? Or if they 
think fit to do fo, ſhall this Preſumption 
of theirs have the ſame Effect, or be re- 
garded as much as the Sentence of an in- 
Jpired Apoſile ? *Tis impoſſible it ſhould affect 
a Man, while he is perſwaded, that this is 
not the Denunciation of the Word of God, 
but the raſh Sentence of miſtaken Men. 

| R 2 "+00 
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Ad to the — Point Which I have 
inliſted on in 5 Sermon, and which hath 
wen me Occaſſon of ditcoutſing of theſe 
tters; 1 ſhall got here ſay any thing far- 
ther, feaving what was there offer'd upon 
that Head, to the impartial Conſideration of 
Chyiltians. I would only add This: general 
Propotition. _ 
Faith in Chrif, which ere in * 
firm Perſwaſion of bis being able to ſive to the 
attermoſt all that come _anto God by him, which 
Metal  engapes 4 Man to come to Go by bim, 


ang to viel fincere Obrience to him, that Faith 
1 


| cient to Safvation, I would ſt it 
of every one that may read this, that he 
wonld ſeriouſly: think with himſelf, whether 
he 75 * is Aſſent, and then, that he 
would 3 to the Judgment he 
_ ſhal A2 of bor. in paſſing 

dan re upon any who may differ- from 

_ 

After all that hath been ſaid = ainſt un- 
charitable Cenſuring others for differing Sen- 
timents in Points of Doctrine, I — þ not 

have it thought, that I have 20 Charity for 
thoſe who, I may think, are faulty in this 
reſpect. I do ſeriouſy profeſs, I can eaſily 
believe. and do make no doubt of it, that 
good Men, through a miſtaken Zeal for 
Truth, may run into Exceſſes of this Kind, 
as they may be guilty of other — 

| es. 


"© —_ 
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ſes. God forbid, that I ſhould conelude a 
Man can be no Chriftian, only, becauſe 
through Prejudice and Miſtake he will not, 
haps, allow me to be one. I would not 
= others in that, which I condemu in 
a 01 89178 0 
Tiet, methinks, it is a little hard, that one 
ſhould meer with that Treatment from Chi. 
ſtians, which they themſelves have been rea 
to complain of, when they have receiv 
the like from others. If a Man ſuffer any 
Inconveniency, becauſe he cannot ſatisfy him. 
ſelf to comply with what may be 'requird 
of bim, he will be told, this is not ſuffer- 
ing for Conſcience-ſake. But hy? becauſe it 
is not for the Trath, but for Error? How 
did they like this, when the ſame was ſaid 
to them under their Sufferings for Voncun- 
formity ? Doubtleſs, thoſe who differ'd from 
them, thought they did not then ſuffer for 
the Truth, But this is ſcarce worth the 
meatiening, only as it lets us ſee, how Men 
are ated by Prejudice in the Judgment they 
make of Perſons and Things, and are too 
ready to mete unto others that Meaſure 
which they do not like when it is meted 
unto them. dee * 
Nor would IT be underſtood to call this 
which hath happened to me, Perſecution, I 
do freely own, I look upon it as an eſſen- 
tial Part of Chriftian Liberty, that the _ 
7 123 bk H ' } p 
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bchuſe their on P. Hand if it ſo 
that one whom they had choſen, 
SRO Apprehenſion, depart from the 
iftian Faith, cand fall into pernicious 
Errors, ſo as that they candot be farisfy'd 
to continue under his Miniſtry, they muſt 
part. I ſee no Help for it; there appears no 
Noem in this Caſe, for any Power or Aut ho. 
vy to interpoſe, or for any Manner of Con- 
ſtraint. y 1 ſay, it behoves them ro 
oonſider well, (and it might be convenient 
that they ſhould alſo adviſe with others) 
before they come to ſuch Determination, 
_ figee they muſt be anſwerable for the Con- 
ces of a raſh Cenſure, and a meealeſs 


e 


ſe 
Exeluſſon of their Miniſter, Whatever Right 
we: may have in any Caſe pleadable againſt 


Men, yet doubtleſs we are accountable ta 
God: for the Uſe of ſuch Right. And when 
they and their Miniſter do part, let them 
do: what is fair and honourable towards 
their Miniſter, who may upon any ſuch Ac- 
equnt be obliged to leave them. $14 
Whatever Inconveniences I may ſuffer in 
my own Particular upon this Account, I 
bepe I ſhall bear them with Patience and 
Chearfulneſs, being perſwaded that it is in 
the Quſe of Charity and true Catholick Chri- 
Fenn 5 
There is; One Scriptare Anathema , which 
I doubt not but every good Chriſtian wil 
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be ready ro ſubſcribe i; bein e Moaa 


ren! 031164 ben 930 
"Hp 45 Man 10 7E N.OT the Lori Firs 
0% es him. le Anathema, ; Maranatha,...... 
And I hope every Reader will joyn "his 
Yirarty Amen to that CO. Benediftion” of 
the Apoſtle, „ 
Grace be with all them that Lon 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. Aer. 
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Queſtions in he Aſſemblies ſhorter Catechiſm, March Z» 
1719. viz. I. The Declaration of their Faith in the Doc- 
trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, as reveal'd in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, II. Advices for Peace, with the Letter accompany- 
ing. III. The Letter from Exon in Anſwer ro thoſe Advi- 
ces. Price 3 d. 

II. An Authentick Account of gerd! Things done and 
agreed upon by the Diſſenting Miniſters lately aſſembled 
at Salters. Hall, viz. I. Advices for Peace, Sc. With a Lift 
of the Names of thoſe who have ſubſcrib'd them. II. The 
Letter, ſent with the Advices to Exeter. III. Reaſons for 
not ſubſcribing, as ſome of their Brethren did, the Paper 
offered to them on March 3. 1719 Price 8 
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A Vindication of the 1 Waden ig - 
a r a late cn ef Fable bigs Mi Actotmt, = 
Contgining 1. Some Reaſons for declaring their Faith ar 


tie critical Jancture. 2. Why in other than expreſs Strip. 


rure Words, and particularly, in thoſe Words c. contained 
ig the firſt Article of the Church of Exglamd, and the An- 
wers to the fifth and ſixth Queſtions of the Aſſemblies 
Caxechiſm. 3. An Account of their not ſigning the 44. 
vices of the othet Side, but ſending diftint ones of their 
n. 4. Some Obſervations upon the Declaration of 
Faith _ by choſe Brerhren, and their Reaſons for not 
kgning 4 —— Article and Anfwers. 
IV Te Caſe of the Miniſters ar Exon. By Mr. 
| * Peirce, ont of em. The Fourth Edition. Price 3 d. 
V. An Account of the Reaſons why many Citizens of 
Exon have withdrawn from the Miniſtry of Mr. Foſeph 
Haller and Mr. James Peirce. Being an Anſwer to Mr. 
Peirce's Stare of the Caſe. The ſecond Edition, publiſh'd 
205 Order of the Committee. To which is added a Poſt- 
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1 A Defence of Caſe of the Miniſters ejected ar 
. lag an 833 intitled, An Ar- 
cdunt of the Reafotis-why many Cirizens of Exon have 
withdrawn, Ge. By Mr. Zames Peirce. Price 4 d. 
VII. The Evil and Cure of Diviſions. A Sermon 
d at Exon, at the Opening of a New Meeting- 
uſe, March, 13. 1718-19. Being the firſt Lord's Day 
aber W of the Miniſters. By Mr. James Peiice. 
Price 4 
VIII. The Conduct of Mioifters, with reſpect to them 
ſelves and their Doctrines, conſider d: In a Sermon 
preach d ar. Frome, in the County of Somerſet, at the Or- 
Aination of Mr. Thomas Morgan. By the Revd. Mr. N. Bil- 
ger. To which is added, Mr. Morgens Confeſſion of 
Faith, and Mr. Bowden's Exhorration at the Cloſe. The 
Third, Edition. Price 2 5.. 
IX. Seaſonable Advice relating to ihs preſent Diſpures 
| abou the Holy Trinity; Addreſsd to both the contending 
3 Price 6 d. 
X. A Collection of Tunes ſuited to the various Metres 
' "in Mr. #/atts's Imitation of the Plalms of David, Gc. To 
which is added, An Introduction, in a new Method; with 
ann Tunes neyer before publiſh'd. Price 1 5, 
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